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No. GC. S. 4306/1 


High Commissioner for - To: Minister of State, 
Palestine and Trans—Jordan. Cairo. 


Despd. 16.8.43. 


t 


3 


Addressed to Minister of State No. 205 Saving, repeated to 
Secretary of State Noe pee eo 
= Wb 568 


Your saving telegram No.5} dated the 3rd August - (repeated to 
Colonial Office as No. 43 Saving)- paragraphs 4 and 6, © 

Sir Douglas Harris advises that any proposal to carry a canal 
from the Litani or the Upper Jordan to the Beersheba sub-district 
via the western escarpment of the Jordan Valley is fantastic, 


2. Following is text of his report:- 


"Dealing first with a canal from the Upper Jordan, the 
following objections present themselves:- 


I. The levels are quite unsuitable. The level of the Jordan 
water at the northern boundary of Palestine is probably about 250 
metres above sea level and there would be a heavy loss in level 
pefore Beersheba was reached due to - 


(a) the necessary slope in a canal 200 miles long, and 


(b) the loss of head in the numerous drainage crossings which 
would have to be negotiated. | 


By the time the water reached the Beersheba Sub-District, it 
would command at best only a tiny area in the extreme north- 
western corner of Beersheba in the immediate vicinity of Gaza. 


II. Diversion of the Jordan water from the river for irrigation 
would have the effects of - | 


(a) rendering useless the hydro-electric power house of the 


e 


Palestine Electric Corporation, which cost more than a million —_—_ 


pounds to construct, and 


(b) ruining the Palestine Potash works on the Dead Sea, the most 
important works in the empire-~for the production of potash, 
promine and other essential chemicals, _ 
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fee With reference to (b), it is sufficient to mention that the 
ma Dead Sea has no outlet and that it maintains its.level by vir 
of the fact that the volume of water annually evaporated from its 
surface is replaced.by the water flowing into it from the Jordan. 
If the Jordan supply were cut off and diverted for.irrigation, the 
| level would fall by many feet each year and the sea would 
eventually dry up. 


LTE A canal along the western escarpment of the Jordan Valley 
would be as nearly impossible both to construct and to maintain asan 
engineer can admit anything to be, It would run at right angles 

to the drainage of the tract, and would consist of an alternation 

of huge embankments and deep cuttings, with a dra@inage crossing every 
few furlongs. It is exactly the type of alignment which every 
irrigation engineer aims at avoiding, especially if it is feeding 

an otherwise waterless country so that a cessation of supply would 
entail the destruction of the groves, etc. dependent on it, It. 
was suggested in 1935 that a small canal might be carried along the 
alignment now proposed, drawing its water from a point below the 
Power House of the Palestine Electric Corporation, for the © 
irrigation of land lower down the Jordan Valley. I append an 
extract from the note which I- then wrote on the subject which 
applies with far greater force to the large canal now suggested 

- (A copy of the relevant extract is enclosed. with this: telegram) _ 


IV. Even if the alignment were negotiated, and a canal, the 


like of which has never been constructed in the history of canal 
engineering, were built to bring the water to the bottom end of the 
Jordan Valley, there would still be a ridge 600 metres high 
separating the canal from the land°it is proposed to irrigate, SO 
far as. I can judge from such levels as are available, and in the 
absence of detailed surveys, the canal would have to end with a 
tunnel 40 miles long, more than three times the length of any tunnel 
ever’built, through this ridge. | 

V By the time the water reached the insignificant area of land 
which, at the end of the alignment, would be commanded, it would 

be worth nearly its weight in gold. But it is by no means clear 
how it would be used, Nobody desires to increase the citrus area 
and the cost of the water alone would certainly be far more than 
the value of any crop of vegetables, fodder or fruit which would 

be grown on it. Moreover, there is still a large non-Jewish 

area in the Coastal Plain, where the Jews have full rights to 
purchase land, where these cronos could be raised at a tithe of the 
coast on water pumped from the subsoil. 
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I cannot say much about a canal from the Litani, 
eye NO information in regard to the levels of that rivere 
far as I can judge from such maps as I have, the Litani is 
separated from the Jordan Valley by 4 riage about 700 or 800 
metres high, through which another tunnel would have to be driven. 
Tt might be possible to obtain a rather greater command, but 
objections III, IV and V mentioned in the preceding paragraph + 


would still apply. | 

the only satisfactory method of disposing 
lar schemes which are intended by their 
t justification for large scale © 
immigration is to bring out a small body of first class experts 


of recognised status including 4 Consulting Engineer and 
agriculturalists in order that they may submit a report the 
authority and bona fides of whichwill be unquestionable. 
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Eeturect from @ note dated the 2/th September, 1955; 
on a proposal for a Jordan Valley Canal. 
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It was with the object of enabling me to report on 
this scheme that I recently made an insvection of the valley. 
The data regarding the levels of the country are, of course, fa 
too meagre to alléw of a project for a canal being drawn up or 
even the roughest estimate of its cost prepared; the only 
question which arises at the moment is whether the prospects of 
a canal are sufficiently promising to meke it worth the while of 
Government to put in hand the extensive and expensive surveys 
which would be required before anything in the nature of a 
detailed scheme could be advanced, 


As regards the general physical aspect of the country 
through which the canal would have to pass, it would be difficult 
to conceive anything more unfavourable. It is always the aim off 
canal engineering to align irrigation channels so fer as possiblef@ 
along watersheds, thus avoiding drainage crossings, In the casep 
of the Jordan Valley canal there can, of course, be no question 
of such an alignment;. the canal would have to be located at 
right angles to the drainage of the country, the whole of which 


would have to be passed either over or under the alignment. 


An alignment of this nature involved enormous 
expenditure on drainage crossings. It is not merely a question 
of designing these crossings so that, in the aggregate, they 
shall have sufficient waterway to pass the maximum volume of 
flood water which is ever likely to flow off the highlands as a 
whole; each individual crossing must be designed to carry the 
maximum flood ever likely to be exverienced from its own 
comparatively small catchment, A local storm may occur in the —em™@ 
catchment of one wadi in one year, in that of another in another, Ham 
and every crossing must be Capable of passing the flood resulting® 
from such @ local storm; consequently the total discharging : 
capacity of all the crossings on a cross-drainage alignment may 
have to be. two or three times as great as the maximum volume 
which will ever cross the &adignment as a whole at any one time. 


Tt is largely for this reason that the irrigation 
engineer looks askance at cross-drainage canals, : t is not 
because, given the requisite funds, he cannot design works to 
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pass the required discharges but because, first, it is 
extraordinarily difficult to assess what will becwthe 

absolute maximum flood discharge from a small catchment in 

the worst possible conditions, which are what must be provided 
for, and secondly, because of the inordinate expense 

involved in constructing every crossing of such 4 size as to 
make it capable of carrying a flood which may not be | 
experienced more than once in fifty years. 


It may, perhaps, be thought that what is being 


advocated is a counsel of unnecessary perfection but such 


is not the case. It cannot be too strongly insisted upon 
that an iprigation canal must be absolutely safe against any 


| possibility of failure; this is particularly so where, as 


here, intensive cultivation such as fruit groves is in 
question. A major accident to a large aqueduct or syphon 
may result in the supply being cut off for months while 
re-building is in progress and permanent damage to or even 
the destruction of the groves below the point of failure may 
thus ensue. a 


The Jordan Valley presents further unfavourable 
feature which is common: in country of this kind. | 
@Gomparatively few of the drainages follow well-defined permanent 


COUPSES. Many of them change their courses almost annually, 


cutting out a channel in one direction in one year and in 
another ditection in another; others again fan out at or 
about ground level, the water spreading over the countryside 
in all directions. Where a drainage system is crossed by a 
canal these tendencies cannot, of course, be permitted; 
Dreaches in the canal would inevitably result, and such breaches. 
constitute major calamities as they usually result in the 
silt and debris carried by the flood water being deposited in 
the caral, whole reaches of which may have to be re-excava ted 
before irrigation can be resumed. In the case of the | 
Jordan Valley canal it would probably he necessary to 
train the majority of the larger drainages from the hills 
to the canal line in order to maintain them in definite 
channels and to construct a large catchwater drain, upstream 
of ané@ parellel to the canal alignment, by which the surface 
water flowing off the hills between the larger drainages 
would be intercepted and conducted to the proper crossings. 
This would, Of course, mean @ serious addition both to the 
capital cost and to the annual maintenance .charges of the 
works. 
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A project for a cross-drainage canal is not one 
lightly to be embarked upon; it is always fraught with risk and 
is a constant source of anxiety to those responsible for its 
operations At the worst it may involve grave failure both 
agricultural and financial, I may perhaps mention that I have 
myself had experience of a canal in India the situation of 
which was almost exactly similar to that of the suggested Jordan 
Valley canal. I refer to the Paharpur Canal in the North West 
Frontier Province which runs between the Wazirstan foot—hills 
and the Indus and which was designed to irrigate about 20,000 
acres of land lying between the canal and the river. Its 
construction was completed in 1908 and for twenty years the 
unfortunate engineers in charge fought a losing battle to 
maintain it. Although drainage crossings had been provided on 
a liberal scale they did not allow sufficiently for exceptional 
local storms in the individual catchments and in one year one 
and in another year > another of the crossings would be badly 
damaged and require extensive repeir or partial rebuilding. 
Moreover, as in the Jordan Valley, the drainages were constantly 
changing their courses, deserting the crossings provided 
for them and attacking and breaching the canal at intermediate 
points. The irrigation effected was so precarious as to be 
almost useless; the canal was usually closed for repairs and 
re~excavation at the time when water was most needed for the 
crops. The annual cost of maintenance was often three op four 
times as great as the gross revenue realized and ultimately, 
in 1923, the sum at charge on account of the canal having 
risen to nearly three times its original ca@ital cost, the 

Government decided to cut its losses and the work was abandoned, 
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For PICEA from MI. 26 


Re Palestine arms trial we wish to know 


quantities dates and places of other large thefts, 
how far their perpetrators have been traced, 


outline of case against Sacherov 


why Morgan and Heyday have not been charged. 


what evidence there is definitely implicating the Jewish Agency. 
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Palestine Aarus Trial. | 
~ Refers to Washington No.4250 (i 570¢/87/S1) of 
eend September. Transmits copy of letter from 2abbl 
Wise to Sir Ronala Campbell enclosing an Alice 
Memoire submitted on behalf of the American buereency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs. The letter usks Tor a 
defernent of the meeting between the Delegation an a 


Sir Ronald Campbell until after conclusion of trials. 


(Minutes.) 
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HIS Majesty’s Anphaxsaxtox at Washington presents 
us compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 


State for Foreign Affairs, Foreign Office, and has the honour 
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American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, 
41 Hast 42nd Street, 

oom L1l21 
New York City. 


September 16th, 1943, 


Sir Ronald Campbell, 

Minister to-the British imbassy, 
British tmbassy, 

Washington, U.C. 


Dear Sir ronald, 


As was indieated to your secretary on the 
telephone yesterday, we felt that pending the conclusion 
of the second arms trial in Palestine, now, i believe, 
in its third week, it would be as well for the time 
being to hold over the arrangetient for a Delegation 
to call on you, 


Should it thereafter appear desirable to 
review the matter as a whole, 1 hope that we may ask 
you for another appointment. 


i take this opportuhity to enclose for your 
information the aide memoire which was to have been 
submitted by the Delegation, and which contains an 
expression of our views with reference to the 
oroceaure adopted in the first trial, 
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Very sincerely yours, 


otephen 5S. wise. 
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AIDE MEMOIRE 
submitted on behalf of the 


American Imergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 


September 16, 1943, 


The American Jewish public has been deeply stirred 
by the reports, prominently featured in the American press, 
of the recent trial in Palestine of two British soldiers 
charged with illegal possession of arms, Had this been an 
ordinary judicial proceeding, and emducted as such, no 
problem would have arisen, Certainly we would be the last 
to wish to intervene in any way whatsoever with the due 


process of the courts in Palestine and the proper execution 
of justice, | 


It is unhappily clear, however, both from the 
character of the statement of defending counsel and fran 


surrounding circumstances, that it was sought by these 
proceedings to do fer more than to bring to justice persons 
engaged in a criminal enterprise, What should have been 

a routine judicial procedure was in fact converted by the 


defense into a propaganda forum for an attack on the 
Jewish leadership and war effort in Palestine, 


A first indication of this was the action taken to 
give maximum publicity abroad to the proceedings by sre cially 
inviting American correspondents in Cairo to come to 
Jerusalem for the trial, Trials for possession of arms 
have not been uncommon in Palestine; of recent months there 
have been many such in which Arabs were implicated; in no 
instance was an effort made, as it obviously was in this case, 
to Tocus international attention on the proceedings, and 
that on the basis of far-reaching insinuations, unsupported by 
direct evidence, against a whole people and its leadership, 


The trial involved merely the sentencing of two 
British soldiers who had pleaded guilty to illegal trafic 
in arms, and who appear, despite the efforts of their 
counsel, Major Verdin, to pprtray them as innocent persons 
"lacking knowledge of the world and of money," to have had 
an unsavoury record of forgery, theft and desertion. 
Verdin seized the occasion, however, to offer offensive 
charges against the Jewish people in Palestine, to discredit 
their war effort, and to make monstrous allegations that the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine was working against the interests 
@f the United Nations, In the course of a speech which appears 


to have been largely irrelevant to the point at issue, Major 
Verdin said intgr alia: 
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Ma jor 


(a) That Jewish soldiers acted in a manner worthy of 
praise when the enemy was near the borders of 


Palestine and when the shadow of concentrat ion 
camps like Dachau was at hand, but becane 


interested in other affairs when danger left 
Palestine; they then began to act in a manner 
prejudicial to the cause of the United Nations. 


That there were many indications to prove the 
connection of the vast organization which was 
directing the gun-running activity, and the 


RECORD OFFICE 


z 
oO 
2) 
wo 
uJ 
oe 
e 
=> 
jo) 
=x 
- 
=: 3 
> 
— 
— 
< 
o 
= 
jo 
< 
OF 
i) 
Oo 
pu 
© 
= 
a 
(-) 
Lad 
1S) 
> 
fan) 
o 
& 
a 
ud 
co 
uJ 
i= a] 
So 
~ 
~ 
oO 
= 
| 


COPYRIGHT 


Jewish Agency. It was necessary to broadcast 
this fact to the Allied nations who may find it 
necessary to revise their policy toward the Jews. 


That the accused should be made world famous 
because they had helped to detect interesting 
facts about the attitude of the Jews towards the 
war effort which might affect government policy. 


ae Not a shred of evidence was given in support of 
these purely political allegations, The character of the 
charges and the manner in which it was sought to given 
them publicity in this country indicate that they were 
intended for no other purpose than to infest Anglo-American 
opinion against the Jews and their rightful claims with 
respect to Palestine, — 


Ma jor Verdin sought to give colour to his 
allegation that the Jewish Agency was involved by stating 
that during the preliminary investigations: the.accused had 
picked out the photograph of Mr. David Ben-Gurion, Chairman 
of the Executive of the Jewish agency for Palestine and the 
leader of Palestinian Jewry, as a person seen by them in 
company with one of the alleged arms ourchasing gang in 
a Haifa cafe. The Jewish Ageney for Palestine and Ir. 
Ben-Gurion were, of course, not party to the court 
proceedings and had no opportunity of answering these | 
allegations in court. Mr. Ben-Gurion has since addressed 
the aefending counsel's superior officer ana called £Or 
an independent enquiry. 


"tT am advised’, stated Mr. Ben-Gurion, "that there 

is no certain legal remedy against this slanderous 
attack, as the officer may claim privilege by 

reason of his function...As a representative of the 
Jewish people which was maliciously attacked ana as 

a person who was directly insulted, i desire to 
declare that Major Verdin acted in this matter | 
without any regard for truth or decency...l challenge 
him to substantiate his allegations before any 


independent board of inquiry, where i may be able to 
face him on equal terms." 


it may be suggested that undue importance should not 
be attached to the irrelevant statements of an individual but 
the impression remains that the charges could hardly have been 
nade without the acquiescence of the authorities in Palestine. 
in the circumstances responsibility would seem to rest 
squarely with the Colonial Office and the opportunity should 
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te 


be taken without delay to Gisown Major Verdin's statements. 


The widely publicized charges made by the counsel 
for the aefense against the Jewish people are too grave to be 
allowed to pass in silence, The Jews of Palestine number a 
mere half a million; but their dead are scattered on the 
battlefields of Greece and Syria, of iithiopia, Libya and 
Eeypt. Cf their kinsmen in Europe more than four million have 
perished at the hands of the Nazis, Yet at such a time an 
official in Palestine has been permitted to cast doubt upon 
their loyalty to the cause of the United Nations and the 
sacrifices they have made towards it, and his allegations have 
been broadcast throughout the world. 
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We Share the deep indignation which these 
incidents have aroused in the Jewish community of Palestine, 
This wanton injury to its pride end honor is the work 

of a handful of men unworthy of the great country 

they represent. in urging that steps be taken to remedy 
the harm done and to prevent the repetition of such 

a procedure in the future, we do so in the emfident 

belief that we shall not in vain invoke British 

traditions of justice and fair play. 
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his compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of 


State for Office, and has the honour 


to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON. 


September 22n¢ 
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Reference 


American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, 


41 Hast 4éand Street, 
Roon 1121 


New York City, 
September 16th, 1943, 


Sir Ronald Campbell, 

Minister to the British Embassy, 
British Embassy, 

Washington, D.C, 


Dear Sir Ronald, 


As was indicated to your secretary on the 
telephone yesterday, we felt that pending the conclusion 
of the second arms trial in Palestine, now, 1 believe, 
in its third week, it would be as well for the tine 


being to hold over the arrangement for a Lelegat ion 
to ¢fll on you, 


. Should it thereafter appear desirable to 
review the matter as a whole, I hope that we may ask 
you for another appointment, 


tee 


+ take this opportuhity to enclose for your 
information the aide memoire which was to have been 
submitted by the Delegation, and which contains an 
expression of our views with reference to the 
procedure adopted in the first trial, 


RECORD OFFICE 


Very sincerely yours, 
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AIDE MEMOIRE 
submitted on behalf of the 
Americen Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 
September 16, 1943, 


| The American dewish public has been deeply stirred 

by the reports, prominently featured in the Anerican press, 
of the recent trial in Palestine of tw British soldiers 
charged with lllegal possession of arms, Head this been an 
ordinary judicial proceeding, and caducted as such, no 
problem would have arisen, Certainly we would be the last 
to wish to intervene in any wey whatsoever with the dus 
process of the courts in Palestine and the proper execution 
of justice, ° 


| at is unhappily clear, however, both from the 
character of the statement of defending counsel and fron 
surrounding circumstances, that it was sought by these 
proceedings to do far more than to bring to justice persons 
engaged in a criminel enterprise, ‘what should have been 
a routine judielal procedure was in fact converted by the 
defense into « propaganda forum for an attack on the 
sewish leadership and war effort in Palestine. 


A first indication of this was the setio taken to 
give maximum publicity abroad to the proceedings by specially 
inviting American correspondents in Cairo to cane to 
Jerusalen for the trial, ‘Trials for possession of arms 
hevse not been uncommon in Falestine; of recent months there 
have been many such in which Arabs were implicated; in no | 
instance was an effort made, as it obviously was in this case, 
#@o focus international attention on the proceedings, and | 
that on the basis of far-reaching insinuations, unsupported by 
direct evidence, against a whole people and its leadership, 


The trial involved merely the sentencing of two 
British soldiers who had pleaded guilty to Lllegel traffic 
in arms, and who appear, despite the efforts of their 
counsel, Major Verdin, to portrey them as innocent persons 
"lacking knowledge of the world and of money," to have had 
an unsavoury record of forgery, theft and cesertion, Ma jor 
Verdin seized the oeccesion, however, to offer offensive. 
charges against the Jewish people in Palestine, to discredit 
their war effort, and to make monstrous allegetions that the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine was working ageinst the interests 


®f the United Nations, In the course of a sreech which appeer 


to have been Largely irrelevant to the point at issue, Mejor 
Verdin said inter alia: | 


(a) That Jewish soldiers acted in a manner worthy of 
praise when the enemy was near the borders of 
Palestine and when the shadow of concentration 
camps like Dachau wes at hand, but becarm 
interested in other affairs when canger left 
Palestine; they then began to act in a manner 
prejudicial to the cause of the United Nations, 


(ob) That there were many indiecstions to prove the 
connection of the vast organization which was 
directing the gunerunnine activity, and the 
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Jewish Agency. It was necessary to broadcast 
this fact to the Allied nations who may find it 
necessary to revise their policy toward the Jews, 


(¢) That the accused should be made world enous 
because they had helped to detect interesting 
facts about the attitude of the Jews towards the 
war effort which might affect government policy, 


7 Not e shred of evidence was given in support of 
these purely political allegations, The charactsr of the 
charges and the manner in which it was so eht to given 
them publicity in this country indicate that they were 
intended for no other purpose than to infect AngloeAmerican 
opinion against the Jews and their rightful claims with 
respect to Palestine, 


Ma jor Verdin sought to give colour to his 
allegation that the Jewish Agency was involved by stating 
that during the preliminary investigationst tie eccused had 
picked out the photograph of Mr, David Ben-Gurien, Chairman 
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine anc the 
leadar of Palestinian Jewry, as a person seen by them in 
company with one of the alleged arms purchasing gang in 


@ Faifa eae, The Jewish Agency for Palestine snd ir, 


Ben-Gurion were, of course, not party to the court 
proceedings and had no opportunity of answering these 
allegations in court. Mr, Ben-Gurion hes since addressed 
the Gefending counsel's superior officer snc called for 
an independent enquiry. | 


tl an advised", stated Mr. Ben-Gurion, “that there 

ts no certain legal remedy against this slanderous 
attack, as the officer may claim privilege by 
reason of his function,..As a representative of the 
Jewish people which was maliciously attacked and as 
a person who was directly insulted, i desire to 
Geclare that Mejor Verdin acted in this matter 
without any regard for truth or cecency...f challenge 
him to substantiate his allegations before any 
independent board of inquiry, where i may be able to 
face him on equal terms," 


it may be suggested that undue importance should not 
be attached to the irrelevant statements of an individual but 
the impression remains that the charges could hardly have been 
made without the aequieseence of the authorities in Palestine. 
in the eireunstances responsibility would seem to rest 
squarely with the Colonial Office and the opportunity should 
be taken without delay to disown Major Vercin‘s statements. 


The widely publicized charges made by the counsel 
for the defense against the Jewlsh people are too grave to be 
allowed to pass in silence, The Jews of Palestine number 4 
mere half a million; but their dead are seattered on the 
battlefields of Greece and Yyria, of Ethiopia, Libya and 
Egypt. Cf their kinsmen in Europe more then four million have 
perised at the hands of the Nazis, Yet at such a tine an 
official in Palestine has been permitted to cast doubt upon 
their loyalty to the cause of the United Nations and the 
sacrifices they have made towards it, and his allegations have 
been broadcast throughout the world. 
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We share the deep indignation which these 
incidents have aroused in the Jewish community of Palestine. 
This wanton injury to its pride and honor is the work 
of a handful of men unworthy of the great country 
they represent. In urging that steps be taken to remed 
the harm done and to prevent the repetition of such — 

a proecsdure in the future, we do so in the emfident 
belief that we shall not in vain invoke British 
traditions of justiee and fair play. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 


ty 


Srd October, 


Dear Boyd, 


I enclose herewith two copies of 
a despatch No. 794 from Washington, 
enclosing a letter from Rabbi Stephen 
S$. Wise, regarding the arms trial in 
Pale stine. 


You will remeciber that I wrote to 
you on September 27th asking for the 
sorrect reply to one or two points 
raised in Washington telegram No. 
4250. I shall be very grateful if 
you could let us have an answer on the 
points in my letter as soon as possibig 
Our Embassy in Washington are able to 
reply to the other points raised by 
Dr. Wise as the result of previous 
information which we have sent them. 
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Please rely to Baxter as I shall 
be away next week. 
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Be Boyd, UBqe, Chie le, CoVuGe yg 
Golonial Office. 
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Registry EL 5825 /87 /31 . 
Copy of Palestine telegram No.11// of 2end 
FROMColonial Office September, repeated Minister of State Noe 1615 
communicated suggesting that before ey notification is made to 
the Jewish Agency, any pledge of automatic extension 
No. 5113/33 of immigration certificates should be avoided. Also 
copy of Colonial Office telegram No.1099 of 2/th 
Dated | September in reply, requesting an estimate of the 
Received 30th Sept potential commitments in respect of outstanding 
in Registry 194.3 PY 9) suthorisation under earlier quotas. 
: ° Copied Major Dewhurst (War Office) and Mr. 


» Palestine and Armstrong (War Cabinet Offices). 
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This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 
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IT aumost anxious that the Do 
should be taken into account bef any 
this subject is ede te the Jewish Agen 


{2} Up to the iuiduie 
certificates lapsed suto: ati 
period of few months afte: 

respect of whic were grant 
entry of Itaiy into t war, When travel pec 


increasingly difficult, @ec.li.&., considering a 
adncrence te this practice to be unjustifiable on 
humanitarian grounds, periodically extended the val 
of all certificates so that this Government would not 
debar granting permission to enter Palestine to varic 
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persons and groups of persons, as seemed desirable. 

is apparent that a very large proportion of unused 
authorities carmot now be related to any specifici person 
or category ~- oarticularly the 12,500 aliocation for 

the Balkan Children Refugee Scheme, the 500 children from 
hunpary and Rumania and the 4,000 .hildven and 500 adults 
from Bulgaria. | 
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(3) There was thus, in fact, no decision 
by this Goverment automatically toa extend 
validity: extensions were granted ad hoc after 
periodic review and for specified tern, 
consider it as important that you should avoid 
any pledge of automatic extension, suggesting as 
it does a legal obligation. This will leave 
the Govermnent free to adinit persons or groups 
of persons as circumstances at any time warrant, 
ani at the same tine, will not prejudice the 


chances of ‘any Jews who have claims to admission 
to Palestine. 
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Mr.G.W. Baxter. 
Mr.A~#.G.Randall, 
| ir. N.M. Butler 
War Office (H.I.2a) - ajor C.H. Dewhurst. 
War Gabinet Offices CT. BeA. Armstrong, 
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(3) There was thus, in fact, decision 
by this Goverment automatically to extend 
validity: extensions were granted ad hoc after 
periodic review and for specified tern, 
consider it as important that you should avoid | 
any pledge of autonatic extension, suggesting as 
it does a legal obligation. This will leave 
the Governnent free to admit persons or groups 
of persons aa circumstances at any tine warrant, 
and at the same tine, will not prejudice the 
chances of any Jews who have claims. to admission 
to Palestine. 
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his document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
| outside Government Service is authorised. 


FROM PALESTINE (Sir H. Msacllicheel) 
7 


08. OF S., COLUNINS. 
D. 2end September, 1943. 
R. 25rd i = 
Ho. 1217/7 Secret. 


Addressed to a ot So 
Reveated to the Minister of State, Cad: 


Your secret telegram No. L047 . 
Following for the Duke of Nevonshir 
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I am most anxious that the followin 
should be taken inte account before any notifi 
this subject is :iwade to tne Jewish Agency. 

(2) Up to the niddle of 1910, imsigration 
certificates lapsed auto atically if not util iss 
period of few months after the expiration of “he 
period in respect of which they were granted. a 
the entry of Italy into the war, when travel becam | 
increasingly difficult, the C.M.8., considering a strict 
adherence to this practice to be unjustifiable on 
humanitarian grounds, periodically extended the valicity 
of all certificates so that this Government would not 
debar granting permission to enter Palestine to variotn 

persons and groups of persons, as seemed desirable. Lt 
ais apparent that a very large proportion of unused 
authorities cannot now be related to any specified porson 
or category - particularly the 12,500 allocation for 

the Balkan Children Refugee Scheme, the 500 children from 
hungary and Rumania and the 4,000 ehildren and sacl adults 
from Bulyeria. 
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(3 There wag thus, in fact, no decision 
by thie GQovern.ient autonaticaily to extend 
validity: extensions were granted ad hoc after 
periodic review aid for svecafiei tezcm. I 
eopnesider it as important that you should avoid 
any pledge of autouatic extension, suggesting 6s 
it dcos & legal abligation. This will teave 
the Govermnaent free to auait persons oP groups 
of persons as eircwistances at any thine Warrant s 
and at the same tine, will not prejudice the 
chances of any Jews who have clains to adiission 


to Palestine 


Yopies sent to:- 
Foreign Office 
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Mr. Hatter. 
Mr.A. id. %,Randali. 

a Se Mr. Nou. BurtLe 

ar Office (M.1.2a) | Major C.H. Dewhurst. 
War Cabinet Offices- Ur. S.A. Anns trong. 
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This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 
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period of few months after the expira LOM. OF = 

period in respect of which they were gr rant 210 

the entry of Italy initio the war, when travel be 
increasingly difficult, the C.U.S., ee er a 
adnerence to this practice to be unjustifiable on 
humanitarian grounds, periodically extenied the validity 
of all certificates so that this Govermnent would net 
gebar granting periaission to entcr Palestine to varic 
persons and groups of persons, as seemed desirable. 
is apparent that a very large proportion of puna 
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or category ~ varticulerly the eae alloe 
the Balkan ee a eg 
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(3) There was thus, in fact, 

py this Govern ant automatically tk 
validity: extensicns were granted j ud hoe aft er 
beclve tues review aid foi svecifiei term. I 

onpiver 4t as important that you shoulda avoid 
aa pleige of autouatic extension, suggesting as 
1% dces a legal obligation, *bis will leave 
the Govermuent free to atait persons or groups 


of persons ag circumstances at any tin 


; 30 Warrant, 
ani at the sane tine, will not prejudice the 


chances of any Jews who have clains to adiission 
to Palestine, 


Copies sent to3:- 


Foreign Office Mr.g.W. Baxter, 


“ Mr.A.W.G,Randali 
oo Mr. NIM. Butler 
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War Office (M.I. 2a) Major C.H. Dewhurst. 
War Cabinet Offic ces- Mr. S.A.. Armstrong, 
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Your telegram No.844. . 


Immigration Ordinance. 

I do not now propose to 
proceed. with amendment of rules in 
the sense proposed... Amendment was 
chiefly designed to facilitate 
_ grant of immigration certificates 
to Jews already in Palestine and 


; would be inconsistent with | 


onial Office Reference Wo. 


_ 20 PALESTINE (Sir H. MacMichae 


FROM S. OF S., COLONI 


c 
i z 


gent 29th September, 1943.14.45 
| hrs. 
No.1112 Seeret. 


Your telegram No.1053. 
Immigration Ordinance. 


| Yhope that in the light of | 
subsequent telegraphic correspon- 
@enece ending with my telegram 
Hoe1099, you will now be prepared 
to proceed with the amendment of 
rules indicated in your secret 
despatch of the 7th June. I have 
already received enquiries from 
the Agency here as to the 
position in regard to this 
proposed amendment. 
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De 24th November, 1943. _ 
ae a te 17.165 hrs. 


Ty 


Your telegram No.1112. 


Immigration ordinance. 


Rules transmitted under cove 
of my secret despatch of 7th June, 
1945, have now been made and wi 
be published in the Gazette on 
25th November. : a 
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FROM PALESTINE (Sir H.MacMichael) 


’ 


TO S. OF S., COLONIES. 


, 27th August, 1943. — 


No-1053 Secret. 


Your telegram No.844. 


Immigration Ordinance. 


I do not now propose to 
proceed with amendment of rules in 
the sense proposed. Amendment was 
chiefly designed to facilitate 
grant of immigration certificates 
to Jews already in Palestine and 
this would be inconsistent with 
the principle outlined in paragraph 
5 of my telegram No.1031-. | 
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cypher (0.T.P.) 
“TO PALESTINE (Sir H- MacMichael) 


FROM S. OF S., COLONIES. 


sent 29th September, 1945.14+46 
| | hrs.« 


0.1112 Secret. 


s 


our telegram No-1053. 
Immigration Ordinance. 


ope that in the light of 
subsequent telegraphic correspon- 
dence ending with my telegram 
No-1099, you will now be prepared 
to proceed with the: amendment of 
rules indicated in your secret | 
despatch of the 7th June» I have 
already received enquiries. from — 
the Agency here as to the 
position in regard to this 
proposed amenament. 
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FROM PALESTINE (Sir H-MacMichael) 
70 S. OF S-, COLONIES. 


B4th November, 19436 | 
24th " = =17.15 hrs. 


No +1499 Secret . 
Your telegram No.lile- 


mnigration ordinance. 


Rules transmitted under cover 
of my secret despatch of 7th June; 
1943, have now been made and will 
pe published in the Gazette on 
25th November. 
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Number Information about the Jews for Miss Freya Stark. 


" / 5835/87/21. 
FROM Minutes by Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Walker, Mr. Randall and 
Foreign Office Mr. Eyres regarding material for Miss Freya Stark 
inutes. | regarding what His Majesty's Government has done 
for refugees (especially Jewish) and the Jewish 
_ set up in the United States of America. Copies 
Dated 25rd Sept. 1945. | of priefs on (1) Jews in the United States of 
Received, ' America.and (2) Arabs in the United States of 


in Registry: 40th Sept. | 
1943. America are attached. 


Palestine and 
Transjordan. 
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The official statistics of United States Jewish 
population gives its number as a little under 5,0U0.000. 
If we include all the Jews and semi-dJews not registered 
as guch in the census of religions the number is probably 
somewhat over 6,000,000. They inhabit mainly the Zast 
Coast. Nearly 2,000,000 live in New York, over half 4 
million are to be found in the industrial cities of the 
Middle East, slightly under that number in the South, the 
rest are seattered over the entire country, »Pincipally 


along the Eastern seaboard. 


The chief form of organisation is communal and not 
political or religious. They do not, contrary to general 
supposition, possess much wealth and the number of 
millionaires is proportionately much smaller than that among 
the Frotestants. Like the Catholics, the bulk of the 
Jewish community is middle or lower middle class in 


composition. 


Jewish labour, which is mainly concentrated in New 
York, claims about 250,000 persons; the rest are either 
mostiy in business or in the liberal professions. 


There is a good deal of homogeneity about the general 
political view of the Jews, i.e. with notable exceptions 
(e.g. the small groups of wealthy men who support the 
Republicans, and the 20,000 or so communists) they support 
Roosevelt and his policies. 


Leadership of the community is divided between the 
7ionists led by Rabbi Wise and his henchmen, and the non 
or anti-Zionists headed by the American-Jewish Committee. 
All other bodies show definite leanings in one or the other 
direction. The number of official Zionists is not great - 
a trifle over 100,000 if that - but it would be true to say 
that the majority of the U.5. Jewish population has strons 
sympathies with the Zionist spirit in Palestine, and while 
showing no inclination to immigration to that country, is 
sentimentally attached to the thought of a progressive, mode-y, 
Jewish democracy in Palestine (as it imagines it to be) a0 
that the Zionists find ready response both in sentiment 
and financial aid. The increase of anti-Semitism in the 
United States, which is very noticeable, has strengthened 
this feeling of vague emotions nationalism which is deplored 
by the assimilationists who would like to see the Jews 
thoroughly absorbed in the American community and free ton 
the pull of events in Burope or Palestine. This potential 
spo-Zionist force is somewhat difficult to estimate. 
Experience shows that any move regarded as inimical 
to Zionist aspirations in Palestine, e.g. the British White 
Paper of 1939, produces a strong revulsion of feeling in the 
United States Jewish community which is kept simmering by 
the United States Jewish press, both English and vernacular 
(Yiddish) which is practically 100% pro-Zionist. Such 
criticism of Britain has naturally been exploited by grous 
which worked against British interests at various times, 
e.g. isolationists. communists, New Deal anti-~imperialists. 
The average unpolitical American Jew finds himself in the 
embarrassing position of being egged on to criticism of 
British policy at the same time as feeling that this is 
unfair in view of the exceptionally happy status enjoyed 
by the Jews in Britain. He usually finds the uneasy 
solution in praising the British at home while condemning 
British colonial policy. ri 
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Against this must be balanced the influence of the american 
Jewish Committee which on the whole is anti-Zionist and 
exists mainly for the purpose of combating anti-Semitism and 
general charitable and eleemosynary purposes. It consists 
of the most respected and prosperous members of the community, 
is pro-British in outlook, resents the aggressive tactics 
of the Zionists which in its opinion cause division within 
the community and promotes a dangerous Jewish separatisn, 
and itself works in close alliance with the American-Jewish 
Labour Committee which is anti-nationalist and anti~Zionist 
on vaguely socialist grounds. The influence of the Aede 
Committee would be considerable if it chose to exert it but 
it ig constitutionally timid and averse to publicity, 
and owing to its very pur,ose which is to conciliate, 
afraid of being dragged into controversy, which gives the 
7ionists an obvious advantage. The Committee is not 
democratically elected and while carrying much prestige in 
the Jewish community has no basis of support among the | 
Jewish masses. It co-operates with the Zionists on such 
common topics as refugee problems, and supports immigration 
claims to Palestine in as muth as Palestine affords a 
possible haven for the up~-rooted Jews of Europe who are 
of concern to it and to the two bodies with which it works 
most closely, the Joint Distribution Committee which 
administers relief abroad, the National Refugee Service which 
principally looks after immigrants into the United States. 

| | ot 

Active and well-organised as the regular. 
vionists are, the "New Zionists" a6 Revisionists often 
appear to be making the running by their violently 
aggressive tactics. These consist, in the main, of 
fairly frequent full-page advertisements in leading. _ 
newspapers, and of frequent "mass" meetings in the big 
cities. Extreme language is always used, extreme claims 
put forward and elementary facts, if inconvenient, are 
ignored. Opposition, or even mild dissent, from 
Gentile quarters is denounced as “anti-Semitism”, and from 
Jew’ quarters as "appeasement". These are effective charges 
nowadaySe | | 
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The principal Revisionist bodies today are, 


(a) The Committee for a Jewish Army of Stateless 
and Palestinian Jews 
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(b) The Esergency Committee for the Rescue of 
European Jews. 


Both are well-surfaced with resectable Jewish and non- 
Jewish names. 


hoteroncpela 


4 


The Rabbis follow the temper of their communities with 
the result that the minority which presides Over the richer 
and more conservative congregations are anti-Zionist, whiie 
the vast majority are pro-Zionist in varying degrees. 


There is a general leaning towards Russia modified in 
the cases of such Jewish labour leaders as Dubinsky by their 
strong anti-communism and lately by “he executions of the 
Polish labour leaders Ehrlich and Alter, largely because 
Russia does not discriminate against Jews and offers the 
fiercest resistance to Nazism. 


/ Broadly 


Broadly speaking it may be said that the Jews 
with German and Western European origin are anti-~ 
or non-Zionist, while the vast mass of immigrants 
from Russia and Eastern and Central Europe and their 
descendants, who occupy a socially lower position, 
form the basis of Zionist support. 


[It is difficult to estimate how much political 
power is wielded by the Jewish community. The 
only district in which they funetion as an organised 
force is New York State where the Jewish vote was 
the make-weight which elected La Guardia Kayor of. 
New York several times. Both the President and 
candidates for offices in New York State, and several 
other States where the Jewish vote counts. €.g- 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, California, and to e lesser 
extent Michisan and Ohio, normally go out of their 
way to secure the goodwill of the Jews. While the 
Anglo-dewish press is negligible, the three 
leading dailies of New York State sway opinion 
considerably, in particular the liberal "Forward" 
which is a respected and moderate nhews,aper, aS prom 
British as reluctance not to go too far against 
Zionism will let it be. Jewish opinion is as ignorant 
and as fluid as American opinion in general, and 
the success of the propaganda of the Jewish Army 
Committee which uses the normal promotional tactics 
of United States pressure groups, demonstrates that 
it is both sentimental and gullible. In conclusion 
it may be assumed that while Jewish political pressure 
is not strong enough to influence decisions of the 
United states Government on central issues of 
United States policy e.g. immigration policy, it may 
well have some effect on policies, e.g. those that 
are concerned with Palestine on which the Jews hold 
strong views, while the rest of the Administration 
does not care much either way but Other things being 
equal is anxious to secure Jewish support, and above 
all not to take sides in a racial issue the emergence 
of which all Americans and Administrationists dread. 
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The Se n-ate contains no Jews, the House 
of Representatives a handful. There are usually two 
or three Jewish Governors (at the moment only one, 
Greening of Alaska, since Horner of Illinois died 


recently and Lehman retired)» 
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The most recent symptons of the working of 
Jewish influence in American politics are the continued 
benevolence to Zionism on the part of many members 
of Congress (tis feeling is casual and mild but 
may be of consequence inasmuch as there are no seriou 
countervailing pressures) and the adding to the 
discomrorts of the State Department over the North 


African situation. 
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The number of Americans of Arab origin in the 
"nited States is uncertain. There is no hard and fast 
distinction between persons of Arabic and general Levantine 
origin, so that while the Aumber of the latter may amount 
to half 2 million, persons of more or less specifically arabic 
race probably amount to about 290,000. The majority are 
ovrian and Lebanese Christians who are either Maronites or 
nembers of the Syrien Orthodox Chureh, the largest colonies 
being in Brooklyn (New York), New England, Detroit (Moslems) » 
Cleveland, Oxiahoma, and Galifornia (Los Angeles;. There are 
some in Texas ind N They are most small 
merchants and artisans, lems also 
work in industrial plants. 
and of small importance in the American domes 
are neither wealthy nor organised for internal political 
Their influence in their countries of origin is not 
inconsidereble, largely owing to the financial ssistance 
they regularly send to their relatives in the Near and Hi 
Fast and to the prestige which attaches to them by virtue 
their residence in the U.S.A. They are for the most part 
prpo-Britisnh, anti-Italian, and to a much lesser degree 
anti-German. Like most other Onited States minorities they 
take great pride in their Unitec States citizenship. The 
one unifying feeling is solid anti-Zionism. Many attempts 
have been made to form a single anti-Zionist United States- 
Arab organisation: these have failed hitherto owing to 
internal dissensions énd the low calibre of the organisers, 
but these attempts may be suecessful yet. The Arab League 
which used to agitate against Britain for Arab independence 
no longer exists. The chief dividing issue is over the 


attitude to the French. 
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There a pear to be some eleven Arabie newspapers 
published in America of which eight are issued in New Yor.-; 
two in Detroit, and one in Boston (the last in English). 

A consistently pro-French policy seems to be pursued only 

by the Al Hoda whose publisher, Mokarzel is a Francophile 
Lebanese. Lebanese pro-French sentiment arises largely Pron. 
fear of Moslem persecution in Syria and elsewhere. The only 
Mohammedan paper is Al Bayan of New York which occupies itself 
mainly with attacks on the French and the Zionists. 
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The American Arabs have produced virtually no 
outstanding leaders. The most distinguished Arab in the 
United States is Dr. Hitti, Frofessor of Arabie at Princeton 


University. At some distance from him comes the Syrian 
The most political 


actively 

merchant said to be 
Warfare. There is a 

of Dr. Rifaat Tirana, 
Reserve, now in the Board 


/ been 


been able to present the Arab case against Zicnism to 
individual, but rather junior, merbers of the United 
States Administration. Attempts are being made by the 
Iraqi Minister to coordinate some of these bodies in a 
common anti-*“ionist front but this so far has met with 
very limited .«.ecess owing to the facet that Arab 
societies are scattered and somewhat apathetic in 
character, Attemots have been made by Mr. Kettaneh 


de 


and the Ire: Minister to come to an unceorstanding with 
such anti~Zionist Jews as Mr. Arthur Sulzberger, the 
publisher of the New York Times, and Rabbi Lazaron of 
Baltimore. ‘The two latter have received these advances 
symathetically but do not appear either sufficiently 
energetic or popular enough among the Jews to make 

any great difference in this troubled situation. The 
American Government is, of course, acutely anxicus to prevent 
stirring up a racial controversy on any topic and 

therefore tries to stear clear of the Zionist issue so far as 
it can. 
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Telephone No. EUSton 4521. 


MALET STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


sr communication on this subject 
the following reference should be quoted -— 
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September 27th, 1943. 


Ee 
Dear Mr Butler, 


As arranged upon the telephone, 
I enclose, before you see Hiss Stark 
this afternoon, a draft of the brief 
we would propose to give her for her 
visit to the United States. 


ft is a first draft only, and is 
still under consideration between our 
American and Middle East Divisions. 
Perhaps, therefore, you would let me 
know if you have any comments or. 
suggestions to make, 


Yours sincerely, 
Director, Middle East , 
Division, 
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From Mr. Butler) 
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to the official documents as regards 


our policy towards Palestine and Syria 
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Registry Palestine. 


Number BS 5836/87/31 


FROM Colonial Office Transmits copy of letter dated 15th 
| September from the Agudas Isreel Youth Organisation 
| of Great Britain, enclosing copy of a resolution 
No. 75338/43 regarding Palestine passed at the conference of 
29th sept Religious Youth held in Palestine. Also transmits 
oe 93 


copy of Colonial Office letter of 29th September 
in reply. 


Dated 


Received 


1H Registry rons 9 


Palestine and 
Transjordan 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


References. 


RECORD OFFICE 


(How disposed of.) 


= 
oO 
<p] 
ee) 
iJ 
a. 
~ 
= 
oO 
{= 
Sh 
s 
> 
ae 
a 
< 
) 
= 
oa 
< 
ce 
Oo 
oO 
fj 
oO 
x= 
a. 
Oo 
ta) 
oO 
> 
a 
oO 
or 
a. 
bat 
a 
uJ 
@ 
Oo 
- 
~ 
oO 
= 


COPYRIGHT — 


keference 


(Action 
completed. 


23238 12 41 F.O.P. 


fea Sheath 


Reo 
ah 


eae 


it) : 


; JER or 2 : ae 
sag Wali ea Poe an 5 Reeene SERS es Moen ttt 
~ Tees oe SR Bare ct REEL erp: z+ ¥) 2 i Me 4 


tat oe 


voter 


i eae 


* 


eat 


oy 


Sager ee 


Ba ose 
See tas 


ie as 


G 
RKNOWLEGEE tne I sy Your 


a ey és . 
ieligious 
ord recentiy 


estine. 


pone 
Spee 


4 


= 
Oo 
bf) 
Y 
tad 
o. 
bh 
_ 
oO 
= 
~ 
ss 
> 
ad 
a | 
<< 
oO 
= 
+O. 
< 
cz 
o 
Oo 
j=- 
© 
<= 
au. 
a 
Usd 
oO 
= 
a 
© 
ce 
a. 
tad 
Gz 


BA Se 


ae 


Ce Raf 


é 


RAN 


ae 


iy 


Wersnce 


wpe 


re 


aot and 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE 


sen 


Raed 


cots 
AN 


SRALLIOS 
anaes 
S 


¢ 


7 3n8 
ee ee Te 


<4 


Bs. 
; eee 
an 


: 
At 
ae 


cae 3 : 
See Ee ast ones : 
pases seals eee 
BRA Lk eat Oe 


rae 
% Misr co nah 


a8 


ol 


hat 


the 
a 


ssed at 
regently, 


LIVE, 


a 
2 

“e%: 
cd 
D 


7 
“99 
mF 


aSLY 
urtlo 


* 
4 


ih 


411 kindly 


J 
ae 


ian 


1441Nn. 
1] 


d 
ay 
a 


¥2 2 
Sz 
¢ 


reat 
wna ius 
1 
¥ 


‘9 
( 


Gils 


ad 


Cer 


~ 
A 


Gay 
wt 
rcs 

«B) 

mx 
opal 
a 
at 

>) 


ast 


4, 


y 


be 


art 


« 
ee 


» ee ry 
: « La a 


Es 


J 3 ad a; ¥ 3 


Ate 
‘ Healt a bs % a A atts 


; patie 


IA ATVIWODIHAVYDOLOHd QINNGONdAY 38 Ol LON LHS tYAdOD 


C/tLZe Oa 


f 
"A IAG Lely a y 


BE 


wet 


| uth of this country, with tne per ret tye od 
orthodox Jewish youth leacers Gi Ghe Jue sont 
cehillet mekee the coLso0d oar 


@ i ont: weganised orbic 
hie conteren represent. he organised chi 


cognition of 
2) 
we 


mm “4 
. % nga H 3 Pe ‘ . ees ‘ 
rae : ae: ee ter RG Powe! Ce . 
rer 7 & : : : is a j : : ' P 
to th | eon Le BF. ae nino cover can close th 
| ae sen Ete LB mph NO COWS 46 


Ar : f a £5 w Se 


b 
we 
* 


PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERM! SSION 


Is 
tilities 


AQ 


Fon) 
ry) 
oO 
> 
Ta 
oO 
a 
a. 
uw 
or 
| ua 
~ 
ro) 
j— 
end 
lo 
= 
' 
- 
x 
oO 
a 
> 
a. 
Oo 
Oo 


at Yi 4 ih 


* 
2 


34 
mall 


Reference 


eprese 


= 


ra 


& 


if 
Mgt aes Bs é 4 ‘ ; ‘ s hag ; ae 


AOC 


peta 


det 
Uepes 
1B vee 


Eee cae 


eer 


sees 


Sane ss snes cosine Sic 


= php aii taste 


y 


to all 
nty 


th 
A 


Yisroel, 
rk 


8 


reetings and 


ret 
"Sp 


1 


re 


4% 


1 


on. 


sa ti 


ani 


= 


es 


Q 


3list 


nal 


gs frate 


og 


of 


2 


i) 


oni 


b 
bh 


ie 
iy 
% 


eir 


in. 


@ 
ats 


d or our 


4 


worke 
f 


or the soverei 


ther: 


Fa 


‘ke 


Ribbutadl: 
an 


e 


aperg to the 


ed to the . 


= 

i 

& 

Ns 
aa» 
~ 

3 

23 

8 

apd 


NOISS |Wadd 


sible su 


to the Torah-true 


ee 


pAnorte 


LNOHL 


ie 1 


3 


: nt 
nid Torah. 


a 


OUR 1 


4: 


« 
ar 


who La: 


oM 


an, 


of Ge 


IA ATI¥2 tHaVeDOLOHd GaINGONdaY 3a OL 


COsEe/tZ 


EPIEE 


0 dd0dau 


A IUdLAL 


Jd 


¢ 


ee 


3 i ae 


Ds 


| = gonad 7 cs 

knowledge the receipt of your 
tter Youth y i of the 15th. 
Sectember forw 

of henna h ee 

conference of He 

held in Burford 
sarding Palestine. 


2 
tO 
ww) 
” 
j tal 
a. 
— 
= 
>) 
= 
1 
| ae 
> 
a | 
cad 
«<g 
© 
= 
o. 
< 
i 
Oo 
oO 
= 
oO 
=x 
a. 
So 
ud 
oO 
> 
i) 
© 
Ox 
a. 
us 
Gz 
iad 
tee) 
Oo 
— 
~ 
>) 
Pp 4 

\ 


COPYRIGHT 


— 


/ 


Reference 


it: 
mae 


Pak Ne rd s « i r: 
hear kh s “i Pate P 
i 5 SPS RSENS ae Sy Bick, OR Mahe CoE GE, 
Eee: 


= 


z 


} 
hOX 


@ 


his on 


rth 
ly, 
t 


ovenent 


nt 


rid 
de 


0 
€ 


é 
é 
Lt 


t 
i 
7 


C: 
mber, 


te 


- 


a 
Ps 


7 
ey : 
if 


or 
~. 


nt 
S 


ssed 
CoE 


rt 


2 


~ 
Ff &, 
i 


te 
y 
ord 


aS 


aly p 


de 
Léth 


gd In 
ittee 


\g 
se 


ani 
Ory 


ETISY 


7 
£ 
é 


‘y thereof. 


ged if you will kin 


concerned. 


ne unanizonusl 


& 
iy 


ry 
Nig 


Lp. 
el 


af 


outh held in Burf 


esti 
Bs 
losing co 


: 
i 
a ‘ 
i 
f 
j 
5 
i 


@ 
chon 
cd 
eh 
he 
J 
a 
Hd 
at 
ae 
pod 
art 
at 


d by 


os. 


a 


ious 
n ene 


ae 


Ci 
rai: 


mion of Universally 
elig 


9 


rents 


eg 
a 


small be obli 


re 


eHel. 
Sy 
t 


as 


lL aa inetruete 


% 
ae 


ffice, 


hitehail, 
1183 


alestine 
"y 
leasure i 
i 
yar 


“GoLonLal 


Le 
‘. 


rence of 


aGore 


“he 
he 


u 
ne losure . 


é 


resolutio 
conte 


h 
i 


Pee 


prev 


TSSIHU3d LNOHLIM ATWO IHdVY9OLOH 


a pase BN 
+3 


391540 GYOI38 


iad 


ry 
. 


keference 


iz 
{O 
” 
itp) 
tJ 
ia. 
| 
—) 
Oo 
= 
i= 
= 
> 
_ 
wad 
«<g 
oe) 
= 
a 
< 
Ce 
© 
oOo 
= 
© 
= 
a. 
oS 
tad 
oO 
= 
Qa 
© 
Oc 
oa 
Lad 
Cz 
tad 
face] 
oS 
-_ 
fe 
© 
z 
| 


COPYRIGHT 


Me 
ants 


Thi 
th 


he sovereignty of the Torsh in the 14 
: and the Jewi. 
lercel b 
nat t Pag of 
¥ slmighty Ged; 
neoole its land, 
Bie © : Holy lat ewish ; 
CNTerence » Tore, rejeeta the 
ve Lervent hor the cessation 


aa% tf 


g the organised ot’ 
ticipation o 


-of the Jewisl 
reel be save 


israel was 
no ower oe 


*, 


h 


@ vaper, : G 
of hostilities 


le und land will be re-united beneath the soverei 


his conf 
tions of a f 
atteunt to estab iish 
declines to accept the BILTAORE 7 RC 


organigation which would divoree land from Torah « 


ts to impose uson the Jewish pee 
the domination of a single Jewis 


yey 


Thia gonference demands that 
> future of Zretz Yisroe 


neerning the 


_and the Jewish 
oOLitical party. 


any a aD LC Bs 
fullest 


consideration shall be given to the viewpoint of world wide 


orthodoxy represented within the .gudas 


grael, and that in 


the creation of any statutory body entrusted with the 
| velopment of the land full representation shall 


u 


ais 


bape aye tis 
3 


otis: 
43 ¥ as 


nae 


REIS 


pee 
* 


2 


fh 
Th 


‘¢ 
c34 


: to 
a 


. 
Pa 


3 


ie 


retz Yisroel 
* Th 


ant orkers, 
r Fathers for the sovere 


¢ 
4 
de 


rnal greetings and 


-—6of 


i 
their ¥ 


e 


e Rabboni 


anisation. 


rat 


Te 
sends f 


~ 

? 
& 
ee 


dist 
erence 
of ou 


0 


x sm 
+ 
o 
aN 


“4 


and 


73} 


Ps 
§ 


ibbutalin 


? 
i 
38 
ab 


to the 
ig con) 
n the l 


forded 
y possible supy 
he Torah-true | 
pour 1 
ind Torah. 


eyer 
to t 
who la 


T 


rein a km 


J IUALAL OM 


3214340 040034 


a“ 


AAQ INS VAL 


[fowl les G& OSD 


G pqs leon Tena 1.02. A 2A AnGN 2g N~ou Qof l se 
O a Ferna by iic.clean raw be lary Con lfirgl bgp 
Thal nesponahk f wapee x ad unuiatral 
oho eth wee TR Feet Sepue of Pee 


ALAR ART RE Riel RAMP ITY 


(Minutes.) 


= 
fo 
Y) 
ve] 
ul 
}Q. 
-_ 
= 
,O 
‘Pe 
Bb 
3s 
>» 
a 
oud 
«<f 
© 
= 
Qo. 
< 
ox 
Oo 
© 
wa 
o 
= 
a. 
a 
ul 
CO 
> 
a 
oO 
oc 
a. 
ul 
Gc 
uJ 
@ 
>) 
rue 
~ 
Oo 
=z 


COPYRIGHT - 


TeETeENCe 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
E.£85 3 
ma 1944 


Gypher (0.T.P.) 


noob tae 


TO PALSSPIN? (Sir HW. Macliicheel) 


BPO AO re went Otte pT OT ad 


FROM 3. OF 8. COLONISS. 


TEPEO AD Tear ete nh ot oe tenes tet oe 9 nena nent 


“th september, 194%. 18.40 hrs. 


Fart BI sa eee Pareee ee wan cons 


q strs +403?) 
& $ fond iv A ? 
OP RAE SAP] Ped TAZA ects PAGINA, Sst 


hails AAUP Peed SIMGE Tone Wie ioe etacrare ed HE Fo Em aay Rady ieee tates’ 


i 
a3 


aot 


irate, oe 
wil TRO, 2 
oe i i 
aT ota nan A, Pasehae A terwate mareee ceeeck eee “POTENT Tuten, 


Addressed Jerusalen, | 
Repeated to Minister of State, Cairo (please 
pass copy to ©.-ineC., Middle bast). 


pone 


Reference Secretary of State's telepram No. 999. 


3 
x 


web st AG 
oa oa tee 


mI REPS TA TO 1 AU RITALIN PIN IE OY Te OEE SO IIRL So 


SL MARS AREER Meg evan emanate 
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Following from Gater. Begins. 


1. War Office consider that Gendarmerie should be’ 
operationally under military control, but that responsibility 
for finance and administration should rest with Palestine _ 
Government. Men for the Force could be obtained only at 
expense of military units by calling Por volunteers, anda 
past experience has proved that volunteers will not be 
forthcoming unless conditions are materially improved. in 
particular by increase in pay. lt is clear that any sueh 
improvement would have to be extended to members of the 
Palestine Police, Notwithstanding this, A.C.I. has just. 
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yu. While we are most reluctant to question @ course 
of acticn so strongly advocated by Middle Hast ¥ar Council 
and supported by War Office, C.-ineU.,, Middle Mast, ana 
yourself, we feel that the difficulties mentioned above 
are serious and we should welcome your comments on them 
in order that I may take the Secretary of State's 
instructions. 
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(Copy sent to Gypher Room, Foreign Office, for repetition 
to Minister of State, Cairo). 
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FORKIGN OFFICE, 3.#.1. 
(i 5853/582/G). 7 3rd October, 1943. 
MOST SiCRal. 


Dear Boyd, 

I was shocked, if I may say so, at ihe argument 
used in paragraph & of your telegram No, 1105 to 
Jerusalem. It is, i trust, not the policy of His 
Majesty's Government to make the provision of means 
for the maintenance of public security in Pelestine 
(or anywhere else) dependent on the approval of the 
very people who are known to be organising an 
outbreak of violence designed to hamper the war 
effort at an inconvenient moment for us. It would 
not matter, surely, whether it were Jews or Arabs who 
were doing this and one May surely argue that the 
maintenance of public security 1s in the interests 
of all classes and all communities, ¢ven if some, for 
reasons of their own, are eonvineed that it is not. 
So far as the Hastern Department of the Foreign Office 
are concerned, however, I wish to say that we 
earnestly hope no risk of public disorder in 
Palestine will be run whatever is decided about the 
gendarmerie proposal ; the effect of public disorder 
there on our position in Syrie, Irag and elsewhere 
in the Middle sast would be most serious. 
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been under review in relation to serving members of the Force, 
quite apart from any question of reeruitment {whether for the 
Gendarmerie or not) there may be a case for improving their 
conditions. I shell address the & of 5. further on this point. 
As you suggest, 1% would ve quite impossiale to contemplate 
differential rates for Police and Gendarmerie, and I suggest thet 
this be accepted as basis on which further examination of the 
Gendarmerie Scheme can proceed, Gost of the scheme would, of 
course, be lnereased by improvemens 1n conditions of service, tut 
if improvement is justifiable where serving police are concernod, 
and essential to maintain establishment at strength, and to secure 
the formation of Gendarmerie, then clearly this mast be Paced. 
Even without making allowance for loss of life, the coat of 4%! 
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(3) There already ¢xists a police Torna tion anal. 
except in strength, to the Gendarmerie , namely 
NiGbile Police Striking Force. fts duties to 
extent that its numbers allow, ere those whic 
would be carried out also by the Gendarmerrs 
distinctly Police duties. There is no fric 
betwecn members of Striking and ordinery ro 
% do not anticipate that feiction is any more 
to arise with the Gendarmeris. The Police 
as a whole (except for Special Constables; 
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Military duties for the defence of Palestine, 
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or While the resolutions of the Conferenc 

a virtually unanimous vote, do not ae 

depart from the routine Zionist 

and tilsgivings expressed by Tees) Pros 

statement (see pages 8-9 of the report) 

timeliness of a demand for a Jewish Cormmonvyealth: are -of 
some importance, both because they guess to have been 


inspired by private advices of high American authorities 


ana because the intransigent seditude of, the Zionist 
majority at the Conference (strengthened oy the evident 
weakness of the opposition to it) may yet cause the 
American Jewish Coumittee, which includes such influentia 
Washington officials as the President's adviser, JUGEE 
Samuel Rosenman, as well as other ie known Jews, once 
again to split off peo! ce ma Ore over the Jewish 
Commonwealth issue, a ht joined by the 
Jewisn Labour Cound tee, tne Redeneticd C Jewish paaee 
and other bodies. his would inevitably be interpreted, 
at any race a Wnehene toa. as inaicating a cenuine 
cleavage of opinion among influential American Jers. 
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Judee Proskauer's seem worthy of note. Dr. 
who is now the sore representative of the 
Agency here,. delivered. as will be seen a r 
temperate address, and went out of nis way 
the fact that he was not one of those Wno erat 
attacked British policy or Administration. A 
Proskauer's'speech is the product of careful con- 
sultations within the American Jewisn Conmittes and 
may pe regarded as the official declaration of that 
pody. | 
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dominant Figure at the Conference and seems the obvious 
successor. to Rabbi Stephen Wise as the Zlonist Pope 

Tn tne.Unis ed. States. He greatly inipressed nis audience 
py a display. of old fashioned hell-fire rhetoric. 
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OL form by the Council for American esis 
occurred during the New-York Conference, seri 
according to Mr. Rundell's report and one prepa 
the: O.5.5.,; to produce greaver ZLonist unanin 

the Conference itself,. since: the ponci lider” GCACTLCS 
of Judge Proskauer and his non-Zionist group had not 
given. the Zionist: extremists much to bite: on..- Dhe 
manifesto of the Council for American Judaism and tne 
well known. attitude of Mr. Artnur Sulaberger, publisher 
of the New York Times (which pave it great prominence) 
to Zionism, provided the occasion for indignation for 
which the Zionists had been hoping. After the Council's 
manifesto,. the-direction of the Conftereice. was, if 
possible, a more foregone conclusion than before. 
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AMURICAN-JEWISH CONFERENCE 


1. Organisation of the Conferences. 


The idea of holding an American-Jewish (onference which should be truly 
representative of every shade of Jewish opinion in this country has oc- 
cupied the attention of leading Jews for the past year. A meeting of 382 
Jewish societies was held in Pittsburg early in 1943 and plans were laid for 
the present meeting. 


The agenda of the Conference was &s follows: 


(a) To consider and recommend action on the problems relating 
to the rights and status of Jews in the post-war world. 


(b) To consider and recommend action upon all matters looking 
to the implementation of the rights of the Jewish people 
with respect to Palestine. 


(c) To elect a delegation to carry out the program of the 
American-Jewish Conference in cooperation with the duly 
accredited representatives of Jews throughout the world. 


The Conference consisted of 500 delegates; 377 elected by the various 
Jewish communities throughout the United States on a basis of proportional 
representation and 123 nominated as representatives of the various national 
Jewish societies. The elected delegates were required before election to state 
their position on the matters comprising the agenda, and it may therefore be 
argued that the overwhelming Zionist representation in the Conference is a fair 
expression of the opinion of the majority of Jews in this country. 


240 out of the 377 elected delegates belonged to the Zionist Orgenisa- 
tion of America, which in a meeting prior to the Conference hed outlined its 
own program. This included, besides the usual demand for a Jewish stete, the 
immediate abrogation of the 1939 White Paper; mass immigration of Jews to 
Palestine until they were in a majority there; the control of immisration to be 
vested in Jewish hands and full opvortunity for Jews to develop the economic 
resources of Palestine. As the Conference opened it was apparent that virtually 
all the delegates supported the creation of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 
The only national societies opposed to this were the American-Jewish Committee, 
representing a number of conservative and influential Jews, and the American- 
Jewish Labour Committee, which took no stand on the Palestine question owing 
to lack of agreement amongst its members. 


2. Proceedings of the Conference. 


The Conference opened at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria in New York on 

August 29th. After a short memorial service for Jews who had perished under the 
persecutions of Hitler, the chairman, Henry Monsky, President of the mutual 
benefit society B'Nai B' Rith, claimed that the delegates present held 4 mandate 
from the Jews of America. They must not waste their time in lamentation or in 
expressions of sympathy, but must outline a concrete program of action and bring 
$4 to the attention of the governments of the world. He touched on the various 
subjects in the agenda and criticised those in the Jewish community who viewed 


~, 


with alarm any forthright expression of views or demand for action on the part 


of American Jewry. He stressed that anv demands which might be made would not 
be for special vrivileges but for elementary justice. 


The Gonference then organized itself into seven committees of 00 
members each, elected on the basis of one committee member for every ten dele- 
gates registered with a general committee representing all the delegates. 
This was intended to ensure thet every shade of opinion would be represented 
on each committee according to its numerical strength among the delegates. 
There were only three committees of real importance; a committee to draft 
resolutions on the rights of the Jewish people with regard to Palestine, a 
committee to draft resolutions on the problems and on the rights and status 


of Jews/ 


~ 2. 


of Jews in the post-war world and a committee to draft resolutions on the 
proposals for the rescue of the Jews of Europe. All resolutions on these 
subjects sponsored by more than ten delegates should be sent in writing 

to the appropriate committee. It was also decided to elect a praesidium 
of fourteen members nominated and proposed by the general committee. Ten 
of these should be elected by the various groups at the Conference on the 
basis of one representative for every fifty delegates. The balance of four 
should be nominated by the general committee, 


There was some criticism of these proposals, apparently on the grounds 
that this procedure would allow the official organisations more weight than 
their numbers warranted. A suggestion from the floor that the committees 
should be elected by the delegates at large was, however, overwhelmingly 
defeated. The rest of the session was taken up with speeches by represen- 
tatives of various large national groups. They were mainly calls to im- 


mediate action and criticisms of the 1939 White Paper and the Bermuda Con- 
ference. 


The next session was devoted to the problem of the rescue of the Jews 
in Europe. The main speakers were Doctor Stephen S. Wise, President of the 
American-Jewish Congress end Judge Joseph F. Proskauer, President of the 
American-Jewish Committee. Doctor Wise urged the appointment of a delega- 
tion from the Conference to call upon President Roosevelt, with the object 
of requesting immediate action to rescue the remnants of suropeen Jewry. 

He declared that only three million survived of the eight million Jews 
living in Surope at the beginning of the war, and urged the United Nations 
not to incur the stigma of refusing to rescue them just because they were 
Jews. He proposed that there should be free Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine under the joint control of the Mdndatory power and the Jewish Agency 
and called for the establishment of an inter-governmental committee to 
punish those guilty of crimes against the Jews. 
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Judge Proskauer, one of the few non-Zionists present, urged that the 
Conference should stress the points of agreement between its members and not 
their differences. These points of agreement were as follows: The Confer- 
ence agreed that the United Nations should give immediute relief and rehab- 
ilitation to the victims of Axis tyranny and should organise such relief 
on an official basis. They also agreed that the Jewish citizens of every 
land should be guaranteed the right of equality and that no considerations 
of expediency, such as had effected the revocation of the Cremieux Decreés, 
should be allowed to interfere with this. The delegates were as one in 
recognition of the superb achievements of the Jewish settlers in Palestine. 
Departing at this point from his prepared text, he felt that a formula 
could be adopted to keep Palestine open for the Jewish immigration. This 
addition, which represented a distinct concession from the American-Jewish 
Committee to the Zionist point of view, was treated with loud cheers by 
the delegates. Proskauer finished with an appeal for unity, which he de- 
fined as unity within the area of their agreements. Such unity could not 
be achieved if anyone were forced to act contrary to his principlas. All 
delegates were free agents, but this did not mean that they would do less 
than their utmost to reach accord. They were ultimately all working for 
the preservation of Jewry and of the democratic way of life. 
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Proskauer spoke with dignity and was accorded a respectful hearing. 
He was followed by a series of Zionist speakers, urging adoption of the 
full Zionist program of recognition of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth, 
Doctor Israel Goldstein of the Palestine Organisation of America proposed 
& program of immediate rescue work which, he declared, was at present 
within the bounds of practical possibility. The Axis nations should be 
warned that there would be retribution for further massacres, and a tri- 
buneal of investigation, upon which Jews would be represented, should immed- 
lately be set up. Measures similar to those adopted for Greece should im- 
mediately be taken to relieve the starvation of the Jews in Europe. Ef- 
forts should be made to encourage the release of Jews in Rumania and other 
satellite countries. Neighbouring neutral countries should be urged to 
provide temporary asylum for them and immigration should be organised 
overland to Palestine for as many as could be sent in this way. One 
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speaker for the Labour Zionist group criticised Proskauer's plea for unity 
on the grounds that he was attempting to allow the minority to veto the de- 
cisions of the majority. mphasising thet the Jewish demand for Palestine 
was the demand for the return of what was rightfully theirs, he urged the 
American~-Jewish Committee to bow to the popular will. 


The next session, possibly the most important, was devoted to the prob- 
lem of Palestine. The debate on this question was of a very high order 
and the speakers approached the problem with considerable eloquence and 
restraint. The case for zionism was put by Doctor Nahum-Goldmann, an 
executive of the Jewish Agency. He put up an able argument for the extreme 
Zionist position. Beginning by reading a message from Doctor Weizmann, he 
undertook to show that a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine was the only 
practical solution of the Jewish problem, It was the solution of the 
problem of the persecution and homelessness of millions of Jews and had so 
been recognised at the time of the Balfour Declaration. During recent 
years the problem had become more acute, and the tragic reduction in the 
number of Jews now living in Hurope made its realisation more feasible. 
A mass transfer of Jews to Palestine was now logical and necessary. The 
Jewish Agency did not support enforced Jewish Immigration -- they held that: 
every Jew had the right to repatriation to the country from which he had 
been expelled. There should be a choice before such refugees, but the 
logical solution was to allow as many of them as so desired to go to Pales- 
tine. He himself felt that the countries of Europe overrun by Hitler could 
never again be made suitable homes for the Jewish people. No one could deny 
the achievements of the Jews in Palestine during the past twenty years. 
The Jews had shown that they could organise a national culture in their home- 
land and that nobody else could do. it for them. Although they had suffered 
many injustices at the hands of the British Administration in Palestine, he 
felt that no other country could have performed this difficult task in a 
more satisfactory way. Britain's failure was due to the fact that it was 
a mandatory power whose primary national interests were not involved. He 
therefore proposed that the Jewish people should have the courage and frank- 
ness to put their problem to the world. They should demand to be masters 
of their own fate in Palestime, to control their own immigretion and coloni- 
sation, and, once the foundations were laid, to be allowed to constitute 
there a Jewish Commonwealth. Doctor Goldmann then discussed the main Anti- 
Zionist arguments; the fear that a national state in Palestine would reflect 
on Jewish minorities in other countries and the problem of the Arab popula- 
tion. He stressed that Zionism did not intend to set up an International 
State or to confer nationality on Jews all over the world. It wished to 
concentrate as many Jews as possible in their national home where they 
could live their national life. All Jews living outside Palestine would 
be equal citizens in their own countries to which they would owe their pri- 
mary loyalty. The Zionists realised that the Arab population in Palestine 
must always have the fullest rights of equality, and that the future of the 
Jewish people depended almost entirely on an understanding with the Arabs 
and with the neighbouring Arab States. This understanding should not be 
too diffieult to develop -- but since the Jews would not relinquish their 
moral right to be a majority in Palestine, the United Nations should be pre- 
pared to lay down the rules for a just settlement of conflicting claims. 
He claimed that the Arab leaders had been spoiled by British appeasement 
and German propaganda during the past ten years. Stressing the justice 
of the Jewish demand for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, he 
claimed this to be the only reparation which the world could offer for 
ten years of unhindered Jewish persecution. 


Subsequent speakers redefined the Zionist position. The Jews were a 
people, they had achieved a national culture in Palestine and therefore 
must be recognized as a nation. They had never relinquished their right 
to their homeland since they were expelled from it 1800 years ago and had 
as much claim to restoration as any other dispossessed people. The Con- 
ference must exert the maximum pressure for a Jewish Comnonwealth as the 
only solution for their problems. 


The final/ 
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The final speech of the evening was by Doctor Abba Hillal Silver, the 
Chairman of the Zionist Emergency Committee, who next to Doctor Wise is pro- 


bably the leading figure in American Zionist circles. He made a most elo- 
quent and moving speech which probably marked the turning point in the Con- 
ference, Until he spoke the Zionists had been dealing sently with the non- 
Zionists. Silver was more forceful, and when he had finished delegates 
leapt cheering to their feet and sang the Jewish National Anthem. 


He began on e sober note. The first world war head brought anti- 
semitism in its train and he saw no prospect of improvement after this war. 
The Jewish problem, a problem that had been immediate for hundreds of years, 
was fundamentally the homelessness of the Jows. The Balfour Declaration 
had recognised this and the idea of a Jewish National State hed been en- 
dorsed by all the responsible allied statesmen after the last world war. 

Why then were the Jews afraid of tnis idea? Why should this point be sacri- 
ficed for a plea of unity? The Conference could only reach unity on the 

full program of Judaism including a National Commonwealth. Agreement on a 
lesser point, even for purposes of harmony, would not be unity but betrayal. 
The British Colonial Office, at present "synonymous with the Arabs", was 
against further Jewish immigration. Any appeal for the opening of Palestine 
in order to solve the refugee problem would be met with the reply that Pales- 
tine had already done its share. The Conference should not abdicate one 

jot its its political demands, and in this the minority must bow to the will 


of the majority. The Conference should give its unanimous and unequivocal 
backing to the full Zionist program. 


American Council for Judaism Ine, 


The subject for discussion in the next session of the Conference was to 
have been the position of the Jews in post-war Europe, but the burning topic 
which was obviously exercising the delegates was the manifesto of the Ameri- 
can Council for Judaism published thet moming in the "New York Times". 
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The manifesto appealed to the United Nations for the earliest possible 
repatriation or resettlement of all peoples up-rooted from their homes by 
the Axis powers, but criticised the idea of a Jewish National State as a 
“philosophy of defeatism". It stressed its disagreement with theories pro- 
claiming the racialism, nationalism and theoretical homelessnass of the Jews 
and asked only for the equality of rights and oblirations of &11 Jewish 
minorities in every country of which they were citizens. 
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In a private discussion of the manifesto before the opening of the ses- 
sion, the writer was assured that the YVouncil represented only a small number 
of prominent Jews and of Reformed Rabbis in the United States. It had no 
following among the rank and file, but gained prestige because a few pro- 
minent Jews such as Lessing Rosenwald, Chairman of Seaks Roebuck, belonged 
to it. It had been started early in 1943 when a small group of Rabbis broke 
from the Reformed Rabbinate on the question of Palestine and seceded from 
the organisation. The fundamente1 difference between the Vouncil and the 
Conference appeared to be that the Youncil denied the existence of the 
Jews as a race and maintained that they were only separate minorities of 
varying nationalities. They feared the accusation -- especially in the 
United States -- of a double loyalty and were therefore unwilling to eccept 
the Zionist program. What really annoyed the delegates was the deliberate 
attempt of the Youncil, by publishing their manifesto while the Conference 
was in session, to suggest to the public at large that Jews in the United 
States were divided on the question of Palestine. For this they blamed 
Sulzberger, the editor of the "New York Times" who they claimed was one of 
the principal figures behind the Youncil. The “New York Times" gave far 
better placing and publicity to the manifesto than to the proceedings of 
the Conference, and there appears to be no doubt that this was deliberate. 
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As a result this session of the Conference never reached its agenda. 
When it opened, long after the apnointed time, four speakers representing 
all the rabbinical bodies in the United States made declerations condemning 


the Council/ 


RECORD OFFICE 


r 
» 


it 


‘etferenceln 


O) 
~%) 
O 
LC) 
rap) 
~ 
S 
~%) 
O 
LL 


xz! 
OQ 
2) 
wm i 
ud 
a. 
bk | 
=> § 
OQ 
yz 
fr | 
Bi 
> 
al 
ad 
< 
Oo 
<= 
a. 
<< } 
Oe 
oO i 
om. 
— | 
© § 
x= 
o.. | 
Ql 
ted 
oO 
=> f 
Oo 
© 
& I 
Q. 
had 
ie <4 
ww | 
@ 
Co 
aed 
_ 
© 
= 
1 | 
~ 
= 
oO 
a 
> 
a. 
© 
© 


-~5 - 


the Council and its manifesto. The Council was variously characterised as 
a “disruptive force", "treachery to the cause of our land™ and "a stab in 
the back", Henry Monsky as chairman stated that many people had wished 

to speak in denunciation of the manifesto, but that it had been decided 

to limit debate to the four speeches an’ to a statement from the chair. 

He then read the statement, which characterised the issue of the manifesto 
during the Conference as "unsportsmanlike™ and as “incomprehensible imper- 
tinence™, The manifesto was calculated to confuse American public opinion 
andto disrupt the American Jewish community. The delegates assembled at 
the Conference, representing every point of view, united in repudiation 

of this attempt to sabotage the collective Jewish will. Finally Doctor 
Wise, to the joy of the meeting, arose to sum up. He stated that he was 
the logical man to consign the Council to hell because he had been consigned 
to hell so often himself. He cursed the Council at the top of his voice as 
spreaders of disunity and urged all Americen Jewry to unite against.them. 
The resolution was then carried with enthusiasm and the chairman attempted 
to bring the meeting back to the consideration of post-war problems. In 
this however he met with no success. Rabbi Schubow of Boston, speaking 
from the floor where he was strategically located near a microphone, at- 
tacked the "New York Times” in she most virulent manner as the chief source 
of Jewish woes in the United States. This hadreference to the reports of 
their correspondent on the arms-running trial in Jerusalem which had aroused 
considerable resentment. The chairman attempted to rule the Rabbi out of 
order, but he persisted fortissimo to the xaccompaniment of cheers from his 
audience. Finally a speaker for the Jewish Labour Committee, of unimagin- 
able dullness, succeeded in emptying the Conference room. 


Resolution on Palestine. 


This resolution was presented at the evening session on September lst 
by Doctor Silver. He declared that the Palestine Committee had received 
three resolutions and a declaration from the Jewish Labour Committee that 
its organisation took no stand on the ultimate constitution ofPalestine but 


would support free immigration and colonisation. The resolutions were as 
follows: 


1. <A resolution sponsored by the Zionist Block, the American-Jewish 
Congress and the National Religious Block. 


2. A resolution sponsored by the Reformed Religious Group, and 
3. A resolution sponsored by the Non-Partisan Group. 


He informed the meeting that after some 40 members of the Committee had 
expressed their views, it was found possible to agree on one combined re- 
solution. It had been adopted by an overwhelming vote. 


He then read the resolution, which is given textually at the end of 
this memorandum. When he reached the point requesting the fulfillment of 
the Balfour Declaration, the proceedings were interrupted by prolonged 
cheers and the singing of the Jewish national anthem. Doctor Wise then 
moved for its adoption and was seconded by Henry Monsky from the floor, who 
claimed that it represented "the composite will and judgment of the com- 
mittee". It was put to the meeting and carried by an almost unanimous 
vote. The actual figures announced by Doctor Wise that only four had dis- 


sented, but for purposes of record this was listed as "an overwhelming af- 
firmative vote", 


Doctor VWiise noted with satisfaction that Judge Proskauer, the President 
of the American-Jewish Committee, had remained on the platform during the 
voting although he was one of the few dissenters. Commending him for his 
attitude throughout the proceedings, he called upon him to make a statement 
at his own request. Proskauer was well received by the audience. Claiming 
that he felt like Daniel in the Lion's den, he stated that although his 
organisation dissented from the resolution they remained in the Conference 
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in a spirit of give and take. He recalled that the American-Jewish Com- 
mittee had entered the Conference only on the assurance that their right 
to dissent would not be limited. He then read the statement of dissent. 


The statement pointed out that the resolution would vest control over 
immigration in a Jewish authority. It was felt that the issuance of such 
a proposal at this time was unwise, because it might enbarrass the United 
Nations, jeopardise the status of Jews and even prejudice the fullest de- 
velopment of Palestine itself. He pointed out that this was the time when 
the gravest and most delicate military and world-wide political questions 
were involved. The duty of the Jewish peonle was to concentrate on the 
victory of the United Nations, and it was inadvisable to bring political 
matters likely to cause dissension to the foreground at this time. The 
Americen-Jewish Committee had therefore endeavoured to dissuade the Pales-~ 
tine Committee of the Conference to postpone their resolution, but without 
success. It considered that owing to the impossibility of predicating 
world developments, the Conference should ask for the continuance of an 
international trusteeship to safeguard the Jewish settlement in Palestine 
and the fundamental rights of its inhabitants, in order to prepare the 
country to become within a reasonable period of years a self-governing. 
Commonwealth under a constitution that would protect the basic rights of all. 
On these grounds the American-Jewish Committee dissented from the resolution, 
Proskauer's speech was well received, but it was obvious that the great 
majority supported the Zionist point of view. Wise then closed the meeting 
with the singing of the Star Spangled Banner. 


The proceedings of the Committee on Palestine were of course private, 
but from the report of those who attended, it would seem that they were 
carried on at a very high level. There were at first a number of waverers, 
but the final adoption of the resolution in committee had only two dissen- 
tient voices. The opposition, which was led by Proskauer, was apparently 
not to the idea of an ultimate Jewish State in Palestine but on the exped- 
iency of making such a demand at this stage of the war. Proskauer was re- 
ported to have hinted that he had been privately advised by persons high up 
in the Administration that it was not considered expedient by the United 
States Government for such a resolution to be passed. He was, however, over- 
ruled. 


Other Resolutions. 

The first part of the final session was taken up by minor speakers 
who had hitherto been unable to get the ear of the meeting. The only sig- 
nificant point was prolonged applause when one speaker mentioned Vice- 
President Wallace. The Post-War Problems Committee then presented their 
resolution. It demanded an international bill of rights to set up a 
world order based on the Four Freedoms. The bill should provide for: 


(1) the full and complete protection of life and liberty for all; 


(2) equal rights for all under the law, and for the inalienable 
right of all religious or ethnic groups to maintain and foster 
their respective group identities on a basis of equality. 


The resolution also demanded that anti-semitism should be outlawed as an 
instrument of international and internal policy. This outlawry should be 
implemented by International Conventions and by national legislation and 
proper and adequate machinery should be established to affect these ob- 
jectives. The resolution urged that special attention should be given by 
the United Nations to Jewish problems during the transition from war to 
peace and that special measures should be undertaken for the relief, re- 
habilitation and reconstruction of the Jews in the war-stricken areas. 


‘These last should include the recognition of the right of every Jew who 


desired to settle in Palestine to emigrate and take his possessions with 
him. The full text of the resolution is attached. 


A minority/ 
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A minority amendment to this resolution was offered from the floor, 
proposing that Jews should be specifically included in any post-war stipu- 
lations of minority rights so that Jewish communities should enjoy such 
rights in countries where they applied. The amendment was opposed on the 
grounds that the resolution should not be too specifiv. After some argu- 
ment it was defeated and the original resolution was carried almost unan- 
imously. | 


The Rescue Committee then reported. It asked for an “International 
Habeas Corpus act" and expressed its concern that nothing hed been done 
since the Bermuda Yonference for the rescue of the Jews in occupied Europe. 
It felt that action on this point was an “inescapable moral obligation on 
the democracies," and therefore proposed the. following program:- 


A warning should now be issued to Axis Governments that all 
guilty of Anti-semitic acts will be brought to justice; 


The Allied Commission on War Crimes set up in London should 
immediately go into operation. 


Temporary asylum should be given to all Jews escaping from Axis- 
occupied territory, in the territories of the United Nations. 


All refugees who were able to make the journey should be allowed 
a permanent home in Palestine. 


(5) Neutral nations should be financed to accept refugees. 
(6) An inter-governmental agency should be set up to send supplies 
and arms for rescue and defence through the Underground. The 


resolution further stressed the urgency of this. 


It was well received and after some discussion was adopted unanimously. 
A special motion for the rescue of children was also adopted. 
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An Interim Committee was then proposed to carry on the work until the 
next meeting of the Conference. It should be formed of delegates elected 
by the same proportional representation of the societies as hed been used 
in electing the committees. It should implement the decisions of the Con- 
ference und reconvene it within twelve months. 
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There was strong objection to this last point by various delegates on 
the floor, who claimed that the idea of a permanent organisation was beyond 
the mandate given by the electorate to the delegates'at the Conference. 
There seemed to be a general feeling, especially on the part of delegates 
from outside New York, that they would be handing over the conduct of 
Jewish affairs to a small Committee, which would override the existing 
societies. After considerable discussion, however, the point was carried 
almost unanimously. The evening session, the last session of the Confer- 
ence, was rather an anti-climax. The balance of the Rescues Committee re~ 
port revealed the uneasiness mentioned above on the sub ject of the Interim 
Committee. After much discussion in the Committee, a proposal had been 
carried, with a large number of abstentions, that the Interim Committee 
should implement the rescue work proposed in the resolution. 4 minority 
report, which apparently considered that a separate comuittee should be 
set up for this purpose, had been withdrawn, and the final resolution 
was carried almost unanimously. The post-war committee's resolution was 
then put through quickly. Various other minor resolutions were adopted, 
proposed largely to fill in time until the result of the elections to the 
Interim Committee could be announced. They included a resolution of 
greeting to the Jews in Palestine and in Axis-occupied countries, a resolu- 
tion of loyalty to the United States, and a resolution of thanks to Dr. 
Wise. There appeared to be a general feeling that the latter, who un- 
doubtedly had overwhelming popular support in the Conference, had de-~- 
liberately subordinated himself in the interests of unity. 
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The Interim Committee was finally announced. As was to be expected, 
it reflected the general tone of the Conference and was overwhelmingly 
Zionist. A few of the leaders made general statements - Rabbi Silver made 
another extremely fiery, moving speech. The Jewish Labour Committee re- 
pudiated charges that it had fostered disunity in the Conference, and stated 
that its organisation had sponsored some of the most important resolutions 
adopted. There was a sharp attack on Sir Ronald Storrs, formerly Governor 


of Jerusalem, by the editor of the "Jewish Frontier". The Conference ended 
on a note of exhaustion. 


® 


Conclusions. 


ames: 


Despite the various bickerings and sethacks there is no doubt that 
the meeting, the first of its kind, was an outstanding success. Sixty- 
five national J:y+ish organisations were represented and the elected dele- 
gates, if not entirely representative of the whole Jewish community, had 
received the votes and backing of at least two million of their compatriots. 
The Gonference had excellent coverage in the local press. Apart from the 
published manifesto of the American Council for Judaism, four points of 
cleavage within the Conference may be noted. 


(1) While the Conference was overwhelmingly Zionist, there were dis- 
tinct doubts as to the wisdom of making the declaration in favour of a Jew- 
ish Commonwealth at the time. This was stressed by Proskauer in his state- 
ment and he appears to have had many supporters even among the Zionists. 


(2) There was a slight feeling that the delegates at large had not 
hed their full say. This was perhaps unavoidable owing to the limited 
time at the Conference's disposal. 


(3) There was a general fear that the Jewish societies in the coun- 
try might be handing over the conduct of their affairs to the Interim Con- 


mittee, which was perhaps more Zionist than mormal proportional represen- 
tation would have made it. 
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(4) Although most of the voting was virtually unanimous, it was clear 
that a number of the influential Jews in the United States did not support 
the timing of the Palestine Declaration. The American Jewish Committee 
however seems to have come to terms with the American-Jewish Congress and 
to have admitted the ultimate desirability of a Yewish State in Palestine. 
This was perhaps the greatest achievement of the Conference. It remains 
to be seen how the Interim Committee will tackle the task of plecing the 


decisions of the Conference before the Allied Governments and the public 
at large. 
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Full texts of the main resolutions and of some of the more important 
speeches are attached. 
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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY DR, STEPHEN S, WISE, 
ene erenen amen ene . 
PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS AND RABBI 
OF THE FREE SYNAGOGUE, BEFORE THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
eRe eee tae penapaheeeweh fares asetrstrepaenauesensenigunsnansbtnannnsnenemti sitet nap etineeecerman 


SUNDAY EVENING, AUGUST 29, 1943 - WALDORF ASTORIA, NEW YORK 
ee ey SN Un 


This is an American Conference, ‘We are inert eans: first, last, and 
all the time, Nothing else that we are, whether by faith or race or fate, 
qualifies our Americanism, Everything else we are dn naive deepens, enriches 
and strengthens, if that oan be, our Americanism, We and our fathers chose to 
be, and now choose to abide as Americans. One hundred generations have chosen 
that we be Jews, and for another hundred and more generations our children and 
childrents children will choose to be heirs of the Jewish past, builders of the 
Jewish future, Our first and sternest task, in common with all other citizens 
of our beloved country and with the citizens of the United Nations, is to win 
the anti-Fascist war, Unless that war be won, all else is lost, 

The question before this American Jewish Scnkeveuee is; Shall Hitler'ts 
attempted extermination of the Jewish people be accepted as the solution of the 
Jewish problem, or have we American Jews another solution to offer? To ask the 
question is 5. answer it,--with a deep, solemn, unanimous negative. And we have 
a solution to offert 

We were recently reminded in a oollectioa of the noble prose of the late 
Mr, Justice Holmes; "Not the least Godlike of man's activities is the large 
survey of causes, that to know is not less than to feel." This Conference is 
to be such a large survey of a-cause, that we may ew as well as feel, 

Five thousand seven hmdred three soon to end has not only been the 
saddest and mournfullest year in Jewish history, but its sorrow exceeds, alas, 
the combined sorrows of the last thousand years, The entire Jewish year has 
been one prolonged, continued never-ending day of mournful commemoration, The 
first Tishah btab marked the wanton and vandalistic destruction of the holy 
of holies 1873 years ago, This year of our calendar will forever be com- 

memorated because of the attempted extermination of the whole Jewish people, 
Attempted and, alas, not in vain for within the Axis world, exoluding of course 
Great Britain and Palestine, Russia and our own country, two-thirds and more 
of the Axis world's Jewish population has been murdered, most foully and w= 
naturally murdered, by methods of open and devastating terror, The aim was, 
as was recently reported by a Christian who has just emerged from the Polish 
Underground, "to wipe out Jews as a people and individuals, to extern inate 
them systematically as a race by sheer mass murder without any exceptions." 


The Jewish underground relates the wibelievably hideous details of 
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Dr, Wise 
necessary to say again that we believe in the speedy triumph of our cowmtry, the 
triumph of the great task it has set out to perform, the saving of itself, the 
safeguarding of human freedom everywhere, even ultimately for those violators and 
betrayers of the conquered and the enslaved, the creation of a new and better, 

because juster, world, 

We believe truly in ourselves, in our people, in our faith and fate or 
destinyt Though our hearts are full of sorrow, we stand wshaken by the evil of 
the ten years drawing to a close, by the ‘mameless horror of all the past year. We 
believe more truly than ever in Israel as in Israel's God. Millions of victims 
within the life of our people, most, if not all, of them, martyrs, those conscious 
witnesses to the truth which was their life and death as it is our life and death- 
lessness, move us to believe more truly and surely than ever before in our people, 
its great past, its momentous though mournful present, its puzzling withal certain 

futures 

This is an American Jewish Conference, American and Jewish! Jewish, 


because as a people, we have lived and battled, with uncountable victims and cas- 
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valties thraigh the most awful war in history. Not war but warsi One war in which 
all the nations, the free nations, fought, and Jews among the free nations fought 
as of them and with them and for them, in every country in which Jews dwell,=<-- 


goodly numbers throughout the British Empire, the Soviet Union, and these United 
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States. And we have fought or been fought and outfought in another war, The war 
of the enemies of freedom against Jews in fulfillment of a thousand threats to ex- 


terminate the Jews. We have borne our full share of the war, In addition, there 
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has been a Jewish war, a war in which Jews were singled out as the victims, not as 


casualties of war but as victims of extermination, the dread and, alas, almost 


Keference-~ 


completely successful threat of extermination. No people, though its population 
were five or ten times as large as the numbers of world Jowry, has suffered losses 
comparable to that of the Jewish people in the war of anti-Jewish extinction, In 
that war of Jewish extinction one-fourth and more of our numbers have perished. 

As every American gathering aims to preserve and safeguard America, so the 
American Jewish Conference aims to preserve and safeguard America, and beyond that, 
to preserve and defend the Jewish people. Hitler said, and Goebbels echoed 3 "The 
Jewish people must be exterminated." The American Jewish Conference accepts the 
challenge and answers ¢ The Jewish people will not be exterminated and joins in 
the high resolve and resistless determination of the tnited Nations that never- 
more shall leader or gangster, Chancellor or president, be permitted even to 


threaten unrebuked and unpunished the oxtermination of a people or race or faith. 


a free world will never again passively wait for the fulfillment of such a threat, 
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necessary to say again that we believe in the speedy triumph of our cowmtry, the 
triumph of the great task it has set out to perform, the saving of itself, the 
safeguarding of human freedom everywhere, even ultimately for those violators and 
betrayers of the conquered and the enslaved, the creation of a new and better, 
because juster, world, 

We believe truly in ourselves, in our people, in our faith and fate or 
destiny! Though our hearts are full of sorrow, we stand mshaken by the evil of 
the ten years drawing to a close, by the nameless horror of all the past year, We 


believe more truly than ever in Israel as in Israel's God. millions of victims 


within the life of our people, most, if not all, of them, martyrs, those conscious 


witnesses to the truth which was their life and death as it is our life and death- 
lessness, move us to believe more truly and surely than ever before in our people, 


its great past, its momentous though mournful present, its puzzling withal certain 
futures 

This is an American Jewish Conference, American and Jewish} Jewish, 
because as a people, we have lived and battled, with uncountable victims and cas- 
ualties thragh the most awful war in history. Not war but wars} One war in which 
all the nations, the free nations, fought, and Jews among the free nations fought 
as of them and with them and for them, in every country in which Jews dwell,-- 
goodly numbers throughout the British Empire, the Soviet Union, and these United 
States. And we have fought or been fought and outfought in another war, The war 
of the enemies of freedom against Jews in fulfillment of a thousand threats to ex- 


terminate the Jews. We have borne our full share of the war, In addition, there 


has been a Jewish war, a war in which Jews were singled out as the victims, not as 
casualties of war but as victims of extermination, the dread and, alas, almost 
completely successful threat of extermination, No people, though its population 
were five or ten times as large as the numbers of world Jewry, has suffered losses 
comparable to that of the Jewish people in the war of anti-Jewish extinction, In 
that war of Jewish extinction one-fourth and more of our numbers have perished, 

As every American gathering aims to preserve and safeguard America, so the 
American Jewish Conference aims to preserve and safeguard America, and beyond that, 
to preserve and defend the Jewish people, Hitler said, and Goebbels echoeds "The 
Jewish people must be exterminated," The American Jewish Conference accepts the 
challenge and answers, The Jewish people will not be exterminated and joins in 
the high resolve and resistless determination of the United Nations that never- 
more shall leader or gangster, Chancellor or president, be permitted even to 
threaten unrebuked and unpunished the extermination of a people or race or faith. 


a free world will never again passively wait for the fulfillment of such a threat, 
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as it, alas, waited from 1933 to 19359, Sugh a threat will indict and convict its 
authors, in the sight and with the sanction of all the world, of destructive in- 
tent and purpose not against the Jew alone, not against any people or faith, but 
against our common civilization and freedom, 

We are bidden to think clearly and to act effectively. To think clearly is 
to think not with confusing prepossessions or prejudices but with open=mindedness 
and clarity, with mind single to the needs of the hour. The proposal that when the 
delegates enter the Conference they must forget their partisan labels is only par- 
tially valid comsel, The delegates are to act in the name and in the spirit of 
those who chose and delegated them for the good of all. Sach of us represents a 
segment of Jewish life, All of us together serge the whole of Israel. We shall be 
truer to Jewry in its entirety only if we remember the best and highest in the grow 
or faction that sent us here. 

As for acting effectively, when Jews were threatened, beginning in 1933, Jews 
failed to unite save for those groups, too few and too limited, which dared to do 
so, Such a policy of extermination obtained as men have not aforetime known. 


Neither did the world unite when Hitler uttered most terrible of threats against 
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freedom, nor until he attacked and devastated Poland. Even then men and nations 
did not unite, but waited and temporized wmtil it became too late. Holland, Bel- 
gium, Norway, Denmark, Greece, Yugoslavia fell by the wayside, one by one. Hitler's 


war upon a free world began not on August 31, 1939, when he invaded Poland, but on 
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January 30, 1933, when he was by appointment enabled to renew his pre=eleotoral 


threat to exterminate the Jewish people. 
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To act effectively is to act in unison. Action in unison does not mean 
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identity of thinking. Effective action is born of the capacity for adjustment in 


situations which call for agreement without compromise, Never did a people come 


keference:- 


under deoper or more compelling motivation, We stand mder the shadow of a great 
and oceanic sorrow, sorrow over the extinction of uncounted numbers of our people, 
a sorrow too deep for tears. And yet not without hope we suffer and we mourne Wwe 


have suffered. We have mourned, We hopee However desolating our grief, we can= 


not live without hope. "Our hope ig not destroyed." 
that American Jewry be united through this Conference is not enough. It 


must be united with Jews the world over, reforging the old bonds with the ro- 


enforced and unlost Jewish population of the Soviet Union and eager to aot with, 


not merely for, the reviving Jews of the Axis lands, For them that have survived 


and may survivo, let the report of this Conference serve as tonic, stimulus, re= 


vival. ‘Their hurt at the hand of Hitler does not unfit them for comradeship and 
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counset with us, their free and happier brothers, who, but for the Grace of God 
and our fathers! earlier migrations, would be they. Hitlerts unpitied victims 
have not ceased to be our beloved and honored blood-brothers, to be heeded, to be 
revered, to be cherished. 

Within this chamber I behold the spirits of the millions slain. These 
plead with us not for revenge=--for sufferance hath too long been the badge of all 
our tribo,--but for other and nobler acts, that we, like them, may choose death 
rather than the shame of desertion of the God of Israel. If the United Nations 


and we could not save them, these shall now save their and our brothers who may yet 


bé saved. The only redress and reparation the martyrs seek are freedom and justice © 


and peace at last for all mankind, a world wherein the great nations and the great 
faiths, led by Christianity, shall nevermore endure such a Jewish holocaust as the 
Hitler horror, This assurance may be granted by stamping out the evil forces out 
of which grew the shame of history's most terrible Jewish slaughter. 

1 behold the tear-stained survivors, few in number, who have lost all but 
life and honor, and these place their trust in us. For these are confident that 
our sorrowful guardianship invites and will avail itself of their mature wisdom 
and tragic experience. These shall not be set aside as morely pitiable victims, 
to: be fed and clothed and sheltered as our wards, but, however terrible and exi- 
gent their needs, to be counselled with as brothers, for the metal of their Jewish 


loyalty has been tempered by passing through the fires of almost wmpitied torture 


and wholly unredressed wrong. 


Within this chamber are gathered, too, not only somo hundreds of chosen 
representatives of American Jewry but millions by whom these have been directly or 
indirectly chosen. Out of a heart of deepest sorrow, these, our fellow-Americans, 
Snvisible but not inaudible to our spirits, plead with us to deal wisely as Ameri- 
can Jews, soborly, courageously and nobly with the problems of the Jew in a new and 
freo world, One of the wisest, noblest of American Jews has phrased it, "It is 
only by our own efforts. and endoavor, by our confidence in the rightness of our 
purposes and in our own power, if fully organized, that we have the means of ac- 
domplishing our aims!" Unless we are resolved to face the task with such sus- 
tained wisdom as may God give us, with such a noble vision and purpose as the 
hour demands, let us relinquish the task to other hands, To that task, to that 
purden, we solemnly rosolve that we shall not be unequal, Israel zangwill once - 
said, "We are a people of lost opportunities." This Conference is to proclaim 


that we are a people of wlost opportunities. Such be the meaning of this 


Conference» 
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I have not chosen to anticipate the program which only this Conference can 


adopt after the fullest consideration and fairest discussion, But viewing the 
record of the speaker, he will not be expented to refrain from adverting upon 


that which may be arguable from some points of view, withal has come to cons titute 


a glory to the whole Jewish people,e-not. merely an unparakleled achievement of the 


\ 


Jewish population of Palestine. 


Iwo years ago and less Palestine stood under the shadow and terror of Nazi 
invasion. Whatever the virtually neutral Arab population might or might not 


have done, our brother Jews, men and women alike, were ready to do and dare all 


in defense of freedom and the cause of the United Nations, including Palestine, 


The brilliant feat of the Ale xander=Montgomery armies, not without Jewish partici-= 


pation, averted that Rommel perile In all the vast Arab complex of populations 


and territories and amid its kingdoms, great and small, that of Palestine, which 


is Jewish, stood out alone in passionate and unreserved Support of freedomts 


cause as safeguarded by the United Nations, 
In the meantime a policy has been continued in respect to Palestine by the 


Mandatory Government upon which Britain and the free world set their stamp of 


disapproval when appeasement was finally rejected in September 1939, The White 


Paper of the Spring of that year is the last vestige of that unhappy and unworthy 
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policy. Despite the repudiation of appeasement its Spirit and its letter, alas, 


still obtain in Palestine and this, too, although the greatest of disasters has 


befallen the Jewish people, resulting first in exile and jater in horror throughout 


Hitler Europe. 


The humane and generous thing for the Mandatory Government would have been, 
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in frank disregard of the appeasementedictated White Paper survival of the pre» 


Churchillian regime, to open the gates of Palestine to Jewish exile, even though 


parallel action might have become necessary on the part of England and America 
within the law. 


ke ference: ~ 


No act of relief on the part of the United Nations Will seem 
Sincere or be worthwhile as long as the gates of Palestine threaten to Close. 


Whatever we may hope and plan is to be the future status of Palestine, and there 
may be room for discussion, its gates must not be closed. There must be Jewish 
migration under Mandatory and Jewish control, under the direction and Supervis ion 


of that Jewish Agency which is instrument of and by covenant confederate to the 


Mandatory Powor, 


Herzl beheld only the glortous ideal of Zionism3 but he truly forefelt the 
mournful necessity, to use his own term, which igs become the lot of continental 


truly the only hope of the Surviving less than 3 
Europe that is, 


Jewry, 290,0CO Jews of the 


Much has been made of a word uttered by one of the responsible 


Ty, Wise os Q8 
heads -of the. Jowish Agena for Baloctigeser"Itb wold be weows ty gonbider the 

Jew in Palestine incapable of deeds of despair, if adktiven to the extreme of 
exasperation by a decision tig parsevere in what tg @ cruelly unjest policye" 

Who would wish Jews to be incapable of deeds of déspair? Such deeds, for 
example, as were performed by the glorious heroes and heroines of the last 

Jewish stand at Warsaw? Only cowardly, self=hating, solfeobliterative Jews$ 

Even deeds of despair are treasonable to such as will to die and not to live. 
Whatever the decision of this Conference in relation to Palestine, let us so 

bear curselves within these walls that deeds of despair shal] not ba needed in 
Palestinee But if such deeds be dome, thay must be &ecepted by us as inexorable 
as is our centuried storys I¥ pust heve beqn deads of despair that called forth 
from the Psalmist his immortal word:~ "Por the saxe of Zion I will not be silent," 
Today, afber the lapse of twentyefive centunids, "I will not be silent" means I 
will not be inert, I will not be pegsive, I will not ba non»resi gant. 

The $ragedy of tragedies that has been and, ajak, stilkis changes the 

sharacter and content of this Vonferance. It was Organized with a view to two 
major objectives: The rights and status of Jews im the postewar world; the 


implementation of the rights of the Jewish people with regpact to Palestines 
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the gholes of those whe would pureue and prosecute these objectives to the end 
in connection with the after whotory comference or conferences, 
But a new and more, imdeed most, immediate Objactive prosses itself upon 


this body of American Jews,-=-solemnly té demand off the United Nati ons that not 
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anotye® hour he lost in reseuing from the lands in the hands of Hitler the ree 
meining Jews, the less than 3,000,800 survivors of the 8,006 ,@00 Jows who lived 


in presHitler Eyrope. Further delay in rescue would doubtless mean that there 
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would be no Jews to save in what was Hitler Europes Never was it truer that a 


way, the way, the ways of reseye will be found, provided the [wilted Nations, led 


Ke ference:- 


by our own, have the will to res@eue our hargssed, Mespoiled, tortured brotyers. 


Such rescue of the Surviving may in part redeem the world's shame of the years, 


1933 = 1939, Throughout these years every manner of yameless crime was gommitted 


against our brothers with nyoye save a handful of Christians such as Cardinals 


Faulhaber and Mundelein, the Arohbishop of Canterbury and Dr, Cadmau, to plead 


angeletongued for the victims of the devils of extorminations 


Bermida may, at doubtful best, have been & beginnings. Theo Inter-governmen tal 


Committes of Refugees, led by London and Washingtom, if summoned at once, may prove 


to be & second step. Is it necessary in the face of one of the nearly consummated 


crimes of history to instst that there be no further and fatal delay, that the 


Vnited Nations avert Jewish destruction by every method of resougt There ard many 
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such, as the Join’ Emergency Committee for Bueopean Jewish Affairs has pointed out 
es pale tig United Nations, with the help of the no longer undecided and hesitat- 
ing Neutrals, can rescus the elsewise doomed civilian victims, including women, 
children, aged men: Let not the unjust reproach be incurred that more could and 
would have been done if the threatened and endangered had not been Jews§$ This was 

| too terr*.bie a reflection upon the professions and principles and practices of th 
United Nations, and above all upon the moral quality of our ovmm nation and its 
leadership. 

hg a mouthpiece of the Conferenco in its opening hour, I choose to register 

my unchanged faith in the Lincoln-like humanity of the foremost leader of free 
men in the world today, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. This body of delegated and 
widely representative American Jews, dedicated to the triumph of our Nation's 
cause, declares its deep and unchangeable confidence in the integrity and good= 
will of its Commander-in=Chief. This Conference trusts that, in response to the 
deepest promptings of humanity and in compliance with the will of the American 
people, our President, together with Prime Minister Churchill, will insist upon 
the acceleration of the tempo of rescuo and take the lead in performing the 
supreme ly imperative task of Jewish roscuo with that unwithstandable resolve 
which is become the habit of their groat sculs. 

This Conference should deputize a small grmp of its members to confer with 
the President during the period of the Conference so that it may be in direct 
touch with our country's President and Commander=in-Chief ond receive from him 
such healing assurance as will satisfy tho heart of the American Jewish community 
and our broken brothers across the seas that nothing will be left undone to save 
in one or another way the limited number of the surviving whom prompt rescue alone 


can keep from joining the armies of the Jowish dead. 


Yesterday, in the Synagogue, the words were read:="Behold, I set before you 
this day a blessing and a cursee" The evil and the curse have been throughout this 
bitter and awful year. The good and the blessing may be if we here resolve that 
what our dead, the innumerable army of our dead, ask of us is only what a self~ 
reverencing people may be and do and achievo, the reparation of security for tho 
living in a world of freedome Such blessing may it be ours to help to gain for oll 


our peoples 


This is the soul of goodness in things evil, would we but knowingly distill it 
out. The soul of goodness to be distillod out of tho evil of the past year is not 


merely the physical rescue of the surviving, but the unity of Jewish life in our 
country, striving earnestly and devoutly for the deliverance and the unchallenged 


freedom of the Jewish people wherever they may dwell. "Behold, I set before you this 


day a blessing and a cursee" We choose the blessing for our country ond for Israele 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


At Meeting of American Jewish Conference, Sunday Evening, August 29, 19 %) 


With deep pleasure and satisfaction I join with my colleagues in the 
presidium to bid each and ew ry one of you a hearty welcome to this 
American Jewish Conference. 

After the moving words which you have just heard, I am sure there 
arises in the mind of each of us the thought that there are few other 
places on earth where a group of Jews could assemble as we do tonight. 
Here in this blessed America wher » under the Divine Providence, we have 


indeed won a new birth of freedom, we enjoy with all others the right of 


assemblage, and we meet here for the purpose of giving aid, succor and 


comfort to our suffering brethren in lands overseas. And we undertake this 


task heartened by the confidence that, with the freedom and security we 
enjoy as American citizens, we may really be able to accomplish the 
enormous task which this crisis demands of us. 

We should understand the full import of the tragic picture that has 
been presented to us. Since our forefathers wept by the waters of 
Babylon, we Jews have endured the lash sets torturer and the sword of 
the executioners: but never before in history have we witnessed a cruelty 
so barbaric as that inflicted by the savagery of Hitler. We should 


remember, too, that, as has been aptly said, when Hitler began his attack 


on the Jews he declared war on civilization itself. His cruelty has fallen 


K 
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on priest y until it has become abundantly clear that hhe 


attack i 


essence of our ci And so we can fairly urge that, while Jews to 


the number of millions have been the chief victims of the Nazi regime, we 
Jews have an added right to call upon the conseienee of every faith to stamp 


out this reeurrenes to the barbarism of the darkest apes, and redress the 


frightful wrongs whieh have been inflieted. Truly we have witnessed the 


spectacle of man’s inhumanity to mad that has made the countless millions 


MOUrn o 


In the notice of the calling of this Conference, it was referred to as 


an historic meeting, and indeed it is within its power to be of historic 


Service to our brethren it is my devout hope that it will be a suecess in 


§ 


develop a common program for this crisis to which the 


4 
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Never before, I think, 


the sense that it will 


universal support of Amerisan Jewry will be aceorded. 


has. there been so great a yearning in American Jewry for this unity of condue 


One basie reason for this is the horror of the foreign scene which has been 


portrayed to us. Anothsr reason is that on the domestie seene we have in the 


$ast few years seen the contintanee and the growth of organized anti-Semitie 


movements which have shocked the consecienee not only of Jewry but of all rig 


thinking Americans, These organized 


as the first line of attack of Faseism on America. Just as the gnti-Semitie 


cry was raised first by Hitler as an entering wedge, so these disciples of 


darkness in America have invoked bigotry and prejudice as the first step in 


the’fizht against the American way of life. And the impulse of self-preser- 


vation and the preservation of our American ideals requires that we use here 


every effort to avoid schism and to achieve cooperation. For here, as always, 


ovements have been clearly identified now 
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ee 
the enemy would rejoice in a program of divide and conquer. 
Now what is the nature of this unity which we all seek? Certainly 


no one can expect that we will all think alike and believe alike in our 


ultimate faiths. We have stood out from time immemorial for the right of 


the individual to follow the dictates of his own conscience. By the same 


token none cf ug longer believes that we should excommunicate our Spinozas 


7 


or our Uriel Acostas. We cannot all be orthodox; we cannot all be reform; 


we cannot all be conservative; we cannot all be Zionists or non-Zionists 


or Revisionists, But what we can do is to take counsel together and work 


out; for this emergency which confronts us a program to which all right-~ 
thinking Jews can adhere. 

We are not legislating; we are not decreeing for all the future; we 
are trying to create a program to submit to those who shall frame the terms 


of peace, and surely they will heed us more readily if we speak and act to- 


gether, We must ask no man to sacrifice a principle. We must ask no one 


to be false to an ultimate belief, but I suggest to you that the great 
effective compromises of history have been compromises on immediate conduct 
and not on ultimate ideologies. And I am sure that all of us will cooperate 


in a spirit of brotherhood, of friendliness, and I hope of statesmanship, to 


work out such a course of conduct as will enable us to close this Conference 


a band of brothers working for a common objective to submit to those who will 


make the terms of peace. 


What is the method, then, by which we should endeavor to reach this 
objective and to redress the frightful aie: which we have heard so 
eloquently described? 

I suggest, my brethren, that the method should be in the first instance 
that we emphasize not our differences but our agreements, and that we base 


our action not on the conflicts but on the great concords and the great 
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Sitters 


cw oe (Td CAD 
achievements of American Jewry, 


For there is an enormous area on which we are all agreed; We agree 


that the United Nations should give relief from the havoc and ruin in- 


flicted by Axis barbarism $s millions of victims; that the processes 


of redress and rehabilitation be largely undertaken, as they must be, as 


govermental functions. We are as one in demanding the complete restoration 


and safeguarding o equa. civil and religious rights of Jews, as of all 


others. We stand tar 


g fundamental prineiple that Jewish 


citizens of ever e guaranteed the right of equality, so that, 


in the language ef our Secretary of State, we shall have a world in which 


Jews, like all others, ea to abide in peace and in honor. Just as we 


all stood together against the revocation of the Cremieux Decrees and have 


ne patience with 


g 


with that intolerable ac So we must demand the fundamental rights of 


citizenship as ights of every Jew in every country in the 


world. And if these fundamental rights are denied to us, there will follow, 


as the night the day, the same kind of deprivation of civil and political and 


religious freedom in every land of every group that chances to be a minority. 


We are trying to write a new chapter in the long struggle fer the 


rights of Jews. As one whe has fought that fight for many a long year 


until I can say that I have grown gray in the service of my peeple, I dare 


to view the future with optimism and with confidence, f recall the superb 


contribution ef my revered predecessor in the presidency of the American 


Jewish Committee, the late Louis Marshall, when, with his co-workers, he 


faced 25 years ago a task dike that which you and I face tonight. Then, too, 


there were differences of ideology: no man abandoned his principles, but all 


pulled together to achieve a great common good for Israel. Truly in the words 


of Tsaiahs ‘They helped everyone his brother, and everyone said to his brother, 
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be of good eourage.’ And I draw inspiration and equrage, as I am sure 
every one of you will draw them, from the great wisdom, sacrifice and 
foresight which enabled men like Marshall and Brandeis, Wise and Mack, 
Warburg and Weizmann, and the many, many others to set aside differences 
and to achieve a program of joint action for Jewry. 
We have a right to take sourage, also, from the great achievements of 

Jewish organizations at home and abroad in the task of rehabilitation. We 
are united in recognizing the superb achievement made by our people in 
Palestine, in our admiration for the skill and devotion which has trans- 
formed the desert into the farm, the factory, the vineyard and the orange 
grove. We rejoice to know that there are today 600 ,000 Jewish people 
living under their own vine and fig tree. Jews throughout the world, and 
particularly in America, regardless of their ideologies, have been vlad and 
proud to help in this epic achievement. And there are many in this room 


numbered among those to whom Jewry owes a deep debt of gratitude for this 
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superb creation. We are as one in our concern for its preservation and 
upbuilding. 
We look with pride om the great orranizations that have functioned for 


the relief, the rescue and the rehabilitation of our brethren im so many 
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quarters of the world. These organizations represent great achievement, and 
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they are living demonstrations of the ability of Jews of all shades of belief 


to work together and to build together. One thinks of the far-flung activities 
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of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, of the Hias, the Ort, the 


Hadassah in its Aliyah work, and of many other organizations. 
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Yes, we Jews have learned to work together, and there is abundant proof 
nearer home ~ in the Federations, the Welfare Funds of the various commnities, 
in the theological institutions and the various cultural organizations that 


enrich our Jewish life. All this teaches us the lesson that we have done yeoman 


service for Jewry in all its needs in the past, and justifies the prophecy that we 
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can de it in the future without compremise of one's deepest faith and con- 


victions. 


And there is another significance in the lesson of this cellaboration. 


I have spoken of the necessary resettlements and rehabilitations that must 


follow this most destructive of wars. Se vast has been this destructien, 


that these presesses of re-creatien assume proportiens se great that they 


constitute a new and unprecedented preblem for mankind, Se titanic are the 


problems invelved, e# glebal are they in their nature, that we must enlist 


in their selusien the active participation ef the geverments ef the United 


Nations, These great agencies which I have mentioned, and ef which we are 


so proud, will play their part, but basically the enterprise must be under- 


taken by the United Nations themselves. 


Already under the leadership of President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 


Churechil! 23 beginning has been made. And here, too, is another 


call for us to act unitedly in urging the development of this great step 
ferward by which the United Nations will, through governmental action, re- 


build a world ef peace and ef humanity. 


My friends, we are in this Conference fellow Jews and brethren. None 


of us is seeking te impose an intransigent will upen another. And while I 


have stressed the importance of unity ef cenduct, this unity must be built 


in the area of eur agreements. We cannet achieve this unity if any man is 


ferced $0 act centrary te his principles. Under the terns ef the organiza= 
tion ef this Genference, we are all free agents; but that does net mean that 


we shall do jess than eur utmest te reach accord. Each of us has, aeccerding 


his conscience, chesen the path along which he seeks to waik humbly with 


lis God. 
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But, laying aside for the moment questions of ideology, all our paths 


lead ta the same goal, The fundamental passion which animates us all is the 


preservation of Jewry, and the preservation of the democratic way of life. 


In the blocd of eaeh and every one of us is the Jaw of Moses, the song 


of Miriam, the might of the Meeabees, the musie of the psalmist and, as I 


pray, the wisdom of the Proverbs. 


Ardently we believe that Judaism has been a most potent and determinative 


element in the development of eivilizatio » and I hold the faith that Judaism 
and the Jewish tradition remain vitally a foree in the development of that 


culture, that morality, that rightness which through the ages has raised, 


and will hereafter for ages raise man from the beast nearer and nearer to the 


image of his Creator. That is why I so deeply hope that in this Conference 


we shall find the way to preserve this foree of Judaism for the support and 
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betterment of this great America of our love, for the advancement of the 
eivilization of the world, and for the perpetuation of those great truths 


to whieh we all give devotion. 


Finally, I voiee the prayer that we may here devise a program to whieh 
every Jew may give adherence for the preser ation of all that we hold dear in 


Jewish life and for the maintenance of the great traditions of Israel. 


Fervently we pray and work for victory and s just peaee: fervently 
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we pray and work for unity in this Conference. If we ean achieve that, we 


shall have done our part to realize the ancient propheey of our people, the 


coming of the time when the sword shall be beaten into the plowshare and 


eference 


k 


the spear into the pruning-hook, and when all the nations shall proelaim that 


the Eternal is one and His name is one. 
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RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE 
ADOPTED BY THE PALESTINE COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONFERENCE AND SUBMITTED BY DR. ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER OF CLEVELAND, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE TO 


THE PLENARY SESSION ON WEDNESDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 
lL; 1943 at 8:30 P.Me 


We, Jewish citizens of the United States dwelling in seourity in this our beloved 
land, which, because of its demooratio institutions and just laws "gives to bigotry 
no sanotion and to perseoution no assistance," and dedicated in undivided loyalty to the 
noble spirit of our country, ore gathered here as an Amerioan Jewish Conferenoe, 
demoorationlly elected body representative of Amerioan Jewry to oope with the tragio 
problems of our fellow Jews oll over the world. We make the following deol: ration of 
prinoiples as to the relotion between the Jewish people, the Homeland in Palestine and 
the world need for post-war reoonstruotion. | 


The Jewish problem has beoncendé one eens sence elements in the present 

agsnult on oinvilization. In 1 world wide Nazi-Frsoist conspirnoy its exploitation 
has oonstituted the initial phase of the assault. Its solution is an integral part 
of the conditions needed for an enduring “en0e. 

In the first world war, the civilized nations pointed to 1 solution of the 
Jewish problem through the reconstruotion of the Jewish Homeland in Palestine with 
whioh the Jewish people has been bound up historically and religiously throughout the 
centuries, This was expressed in the Balfour Deole ration issued by the British Govern- 
ment, ofter consultation between the Allied and Associated Powers, on November 2, 1917, 
and in the Mandate for Palestine accorded to Grent Britain in 1922, with the oonsent 
of the fifty-one member dabione- ict the League of Nations and with the unanimous 
approval of the Congress of the United States. | 

On the basis of this international covenant the Jewish people set itself to 
the task of reoreating its historic Homeland in Palestine, In the course of twenty- 
five years, it has demonstrated 4 constructive onpnoity whish hos already had a profound 
effect both on the hopes and outlook of the Jewish people, and on © ogountry which had 
for centuries been regarded as one of the dereliot areas of the world, The progress 
of all sections of Palestine, Areb *s well os Jewish, under the stimlus of the 
developing Jewish Homeland is one of the most notable phenomena of our times the 


contribution of demoarntio Jewish Palestine to the viotories of the armies of the 


United Notions in the Near Bast has been a signifioant vindiontion of the policy 


initiated by wopld opinion and onrried out in the labors ond saorifices of the Jewish 


peoples 


This period of reconstruction, however, hans oo-inoided with . general deteriors 
tion of world order and internationol morality, Chief among the victims of this 
deterioration have been the millions of Jews in Burope. Yet despite the fat that the 


conditions which made imperntive the reeestablishment of the Jewish Homeland a quarter 
of a century ago have been intensified beyong the darkest forebodings, the rights inter- 
nationolly guaranteed to the Jewish neople with respect to Palestine have been 
progressively whittled down on grounds of administrative and political expe dienoy 

until, with the promulgation of the White Paper of My 1939, the solemn promise made 

to the Jewish reople was virtually nullified and the last hope of millions of homeless 
Jews threatened with extinotion. 


(more) 


(continued) 3 | | 
The American Jewish Conference; meeting at a time when the 48 
policics of the puree ere in the INakins, and couscious of its historic 
rodp*nsibrlity ond of its position as foproscnt:tive of American Jewry 
and spokesman for the sileneod Jewish communities of Eutope, calls for 
the loyal and faithful fulfillment of the coven:nt entered into between 
the nations of the world and the Jewish pooplt, | 


Pa 


of We call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, and 
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Or the Mandate for Palestine whose intent and underlying purpose, 
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based on the "historical connection of the Jewish people with Pales-~ 
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J /& tine", was to reconstitute Palestine as the Jewish Commonwealth. 


+ oe 


XY 


We demand the immediate withdrawal in its entirety of the 
() Palestine White Paper of May 1959 with its unwarranted restrictions 
on Jewish immigration and land settlement. The white Paper is a 
violation of the rights accorded to the Jewish people under the 
Mandate for Palestine, It was characterized by Mr. Winston Churchill ° 
in the House of Commons as "a breach and a repudiation of the Balfour 
Declaration". The Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of 
Nations refused to recognize its legality or its moral validity. 
The Conference demands that the gastos of Palestine be opened to 
Gg Jewish immigration, and. that the Jewist: Agency, recognized under the 


Mandate as the authorized representative of the Jewish people, be 
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vested with authority to direct and resulate immigration into 
Palestine, to devolop to the maximum the agricultural and industrial 
possibilities and the natural resources of the country, and to 
utilize its uncultivated and unoccupicd lands for Jewish colonization 
and for the benefit of the cou.try as 4 wholce 

The measures here urged constitute the essential preerequisites 


- for the attainment of a Jowish majority and for the re-creation of 
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the Jewish Commonwealth. 


In the pursuit of its objective of a Jewish Commonwealth, the 


ke ference: - 


Jewish poople has steadfastly held before it the ideals which shall 
intograte Jewish Palestine within’ tho new democratic world 


structure. The Jewish people pledges itself to scrupulous regard 


yy 


for and preservation of the religious, linguistic and cultural 
rights of the Arab population of Palvstinc, and to the civil and 
roligious equality of all its inhabitents before the Law. The 
inviolability of the Holy Places of the various religions shall be 
spermeecded | 


Tho Jewish people reaffirms its rcadiness and desire for full 
cooperation with its Arab neighbors in Palestine, and, in the work 
of its own national redemption, welcomes the economic and political 
development of the Arab peoples of th: Neur Hast. | 

On the basis both of the part it has played in the history of 
civilization, and of its present achicvement in Palestine, the Jewish 
people belicves that the Jewish Commonwealth to be established will 
represent onother fundamental contribution to the social and political 
Sdoals of the world. It will finally answer the agonizcd cry of the 
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from the present struggle, 


Palestine Resolution 
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POLITICAL STATUS OF THE JEWS 
IN THE POST WAR WORLD 
L. INTERNATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS 
The catastrophewhich has overwhelmed the Jews of Europe has its 
roots in the international anarchy which contributed to the assault 
of the Axis powers on civilization. No people anywhere can hope to 


establish its life on permanent foundations of security and justice 


unless the same fundamental rights are accorded equally to all. 


II, OUTLAWING ANTI-SEuITisu 


Anti-Semitism was a major instrument used by the Nazis in the 


. 


establishment of a totalitarian regime in Germany and as @ spearhead 


in the warfare against the democracies of the world. Anti-Semitism 


é 
Aa 


is incompatible with the democratic way of life and threatens the 


freedom and.the very existence of liberty—loving peoples throughout 


the world and consequently undermires the foundations of. civilized 


ordere 


1 legis 
III, MACHINERY 
We 


IV. TRANSITION FROM WAR 70 PEACE 

A&A survey of conditions created in Axis co.srolled or 
occupied countries, among which are countries of age-long 
Jewish settlements, reveals the undeniable fact that in ad- 
dition to sharing all the disabilities suffered by their non- 
Jewish fellow citizens, Jews have been singled out for ruth- 
less extermination. We therefore urge that special attention 
be given by the United Nations to the distinctive Jewish prob- 
lems created by this policy in their application by the 
United Nations of the following measures to repair the 
raveges caused by the war, 

1. Immediate abrogation with retroactive effect of 
all measures discriminating on racial, religious, or political 
grounds against any section of the populetion, in@luding all 
acts of denaturslization, 

&, Recognition of the right of «ll refugees, deportees, 
6nd other victims of Axis persecution, if they desire to do so, 


to return to their places of de facto residence and to the op~ 
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portunities of which they have been deprived, sand provision of 
financial and other measures enabling them to do so. 
5» Recognition of the right to indemnification for all 


those who heave suffered the loss of property and/or livelihood 
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“sg @ Tesult of discriminatory measures, including the loss of 


communal property by Jewish organizations, such indemnification 
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to be & charge on public funds, 


4. Detention of persons charged with crimes ageint 


international law and humanity, such crimes to be understood to 


he ference: ~ 


include all acts committed by the Nazis and their followers, 
designed to despoil, degrade and destroy civilian populations 
under their control, and the completion of arrangements for the 
trial of such persons immediately following the cessation of 


hostilities in accordance with procedures agreed upon by the 


governments of the United Nations. 
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V. RELIEF, REHABILITATION, and RECONSTRUCTION 
1. The Conference calls the attention of the United Nations to 
the distinctive needs for relief, Tenebilitation, and reconstruc 


tion of the Jewish population in the war-stricken areas, These 


needs result from systematic starvation, forced labor, continuous: 
deportations, forced segregations, appalling housing conditions, 
withholding of medical care, and the closing of Jewish hospitals 
with the consequent spread of diseases and epidemics. | 

2. We urge the Umited Wationg Relief and Rehabilitation 
agencies to give earnest attention to these special needs. We are 
confident that in the feeding, clothing and sheltering of the 
stricken population, the checking and preventing the further 
spread of epidemics and disease, the caring for children 
orphaned or separated from their parents, the reuniting of 
scattered families, snd the aiding of deportees in their repatria~ 
tion or emigrc.tion, these agencies will deal with the Jewigh pop= 
ulations in a spirit of equity end We are further confi- 
dent that provision will be made for such specific Jewish needs es 


the liberation of Jews from ghettos, reservations, and concentra— 


tion areas, as well 2s for the observance of their ritual re- 
quirements. 


Se Moreover, it is clear that in connection with those measures 


which will be taken with « view to the speedy restoration of normal 


Conditions in every libersted country, the problems of the Jewish 
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population must be trected ina spirit of equity. Accordingly we 
urge: 


& Such Jews as may be able to return to their former occupa= 


Reference: - 


tions should be given ample opportunity to do 80. 


be In the case of those who cannot resume their former occue- 


pations, measures should be provided for their economic retraining 


and reorientation, Considerntion being given to their special ex- 


perience and skill, 


Ce Facilities should be provided for the reestablishment of 


Jewish religious, communal, educational, and welfare organizations. 


d. There must be recognition of the right of every Jew 


who desires to settle in Palestine to emlerste and take his 


i 


possessions witn him, 
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RESOLUTION 
from 


RESCUE COMMITTEE 


More than three million Jews have been done to death by the blood stained 
Nazi tyranny and the four million Jews who survive in Axis Europe live daily in the 
shadow sone inexorable dosh, The American Jewish Conference solermly declares that 
if the Nazis and their acoomplices are nee tesa to achieve inei eyoned purpose, 
which is the total destruotion of Jewish life in the territories under their gontrol, 
oivilization will have suffered an over-whelming disaster beyond the pover of viotory 
to repair. Military victory cannot reoall a murdered people from their mass graves, 
The Conference reoords its deen peneeea thet, four months after the 
Bermuda Conferenoe, and oteht months after the Colleotive Deolaration of the United 
Nations condemning the mass murder of the JeWish people in Eurone, the democracies 
have as yet failed to institute sustained and vigorous action to rescue those who may 
yet be saved. The position remains unchanged, save that in the meantime many addi- 
tional tens of thousands of Jews have been hurried to unnaturol death. 
The Conference asks in the name of the common faith in the Fatherhood of 
God and of the ideals for which the United Nations are fighting that the Governments 
shall recognize that a distinotive Jewish problem has been oreated in Burope which 
imposes an inesoapable moral obligation on the acnanragieey and that such moral 
obligation must find expression in speoial practical measures Which must be 
commensurate with the gravity and urgenoy of the situation. The Conferenoe 
accordingly urges that the following mensures ba teren immediately: 
1. A solemn warning addressed by the leaders of the demoornaies to the 
Axis governments and their satellites must mke it olenr tht eho Guavieators of 
orimes agoinst the Jews, 2s well as the cooomplices and agents of the criminals, 
will be brought to justice; that all who prevent the release of Jews from Axis 
oantivity and their departure to nageas fhe bags will be punished for their 
complicity in the policy of extermination; ond that resistanoe to the polioy of 
extermination and aid given to viotims of Nazi polioy will be taken into oonsiderate 
ion on the day of reckoning. | 
Be This warning should be given force and substance by the immediate 
constitution of the Allied Commission on War Crimes in London whioh, though its 
formation wis announced nearly a year ago, has not yet met. And it should be a 
primary task of the Commission to bring home to the people of Germany the enormity of 
the crimes oommi thed in their name and the certainty of retribution 
3. The demooracies should reoognize and proclaim the right of temporary 
asylum for every surviving Jewish mn, woman and ohild who can esoape from the 


Hitlerite fury into the territories of the United Nations, 


continued 


4, There should be vublioc acknowledgment of the right of every Jewish 
refugee who oan reach Palestine not only to find a haven but to establish his 


permanent home in that country. 


Se The neutral nations bordering on Axis oooupied territories should be 
enoournged by financial help, by additional supplies and by appropriate guarantees 
on the ultimate disposal of the refugees brought into their territories, to secure 
the relense of Jews, especially children, and give them hospitelity in their own 
lands or the right of tronsit to havens of refuge. 

6. A special intergovernmental agenoy should be created which, working in 
gonsultation with Jewlsh organizations, should be provided with the resources and 
armed with the suthority to seize every opnortunity to send supplies through 

‘apvroprinte ohannols, provide the means for Jewish self-defense and coordinate and 


expand the work of resove through the underground. 


The Conference recognizes that all the viotims of Nazi oppression, 
irrespeotive of race or faith, are entitled to aid and succor from the United 


Notions, But the situation of the Jews in Europe is unique in its tragedy. They 
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have not only been more deeply wounded than any other people, but nlone among all 
the subjeot oommmities they have been doomed to total destruction by an sot of 


states For’ every one of them - men, women and children «= the alternntive to 
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resoue is deportation ond death. 


Tn the name of the Jews of Ameriog, the Conference respeotfully addresses 
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a most earnest appesl to the President of the United States not to suffer demoornoy 


+9 go down in defeat on the first front opened by Hitler in his war on 


Reference: ~ 


givilizatione The Conference affirms its faith that demoorscy has it in its 
power to deny victory on this front to Hitler and take the fate of the Jewish 
peovle in Europe out of his hands, 


It is not yet too late. But time presses, 
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CHAIRMAN LEVINTHAR: Ladies and gentlew 


men, the next speaker is Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, 
(Applause) 


DR. SILVER! My dear friends, the Jewish 
people is in danger of coming out of this war the most 


ravaged of peoples and the least healed and restored, 


The stark tragedy of our ravage has been . 


ghastiy 


abundantly told here, elsewhere, tragic, /unredeemed, 


To rehearse it again is only to flagellate one's self 
and to gash our souls again and again, But what of 
the healing? What is beyond the rim of blood and 
toars? Frankly, to some of us, nothing, We are being 
comforted at the moment with the hope that the Atlantic 
Charter and the Four Frecdoms and victory will bring 
the healing of our people, 

I am afraid that we are again sacrificing 
cool, albeit, bittor reasoning and logic, to RERTANINK 
beguiling romamcing in the void, We are again turning 
away from history to dreams and to Apocolypses which some 
of us amazingly enough choose to call realism and 


statesmanshin, 


Tho last World War made the world safe for 
democracy and granted the Jows of Central and Kastern 
Europe not only tho rights of citizenship, but even 
minority rights, But you remomber, or have you fore 


gotten, it brought also in its wake the most thorough 


going, brutal and annihilationist anti~Scmitism that 


our people has evor expericnced, 


Have you already forgotten the story mkisk 


N 


between -the two World Wars? Dare you forget it? 
And now again, in the second World War, many Jews are 


hoping to achieve through another Allied Victory what 
an Allied Victory failed to give them after the lad 


wor, what a whole century of enlightenment, liberal- 
ism and progress failed to give them, peace and 
security. 

There again confusing formal political 
equelity with immunity from economic and social 
pressures. The tmmemorial problem of our national 
homelessness, which ts the principal source of our 
millental tragedy remains s& stark and as menacing today 
as it ever was, Yet som: Jews are again trying to 
circumvent it with wishful thinking and to hide the 
real problem, the nettling, perplexing, tnststing 
problem crying for expression and solution under the 


thick blanket of appeals to Jewish unity and Jewish 


nas 


affebllity. 


roe 


RECORD OFFICE 


It ts a tragic fact which seems to escape 


so m ny students of anti-Semitism,-the story of Jewish 


emancipation in &urope from the day after the French 


Kkevolution to the day before the Nazt Revolutton its the 
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story of political positions captured in the face cf 


stubborn and sullen oppositin which left our emancipated 
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minority tn each country encamped within an unbeaten 
end unreconctled oppositions, and at the slightest 
provocation, and as soon 8&8 things got out of order, 
the opposition returned to the attack and tnflicted 


exilevous wounds. 


4y 

And in our day, stirred by the politica: and 
economic struggles. which have torn nations apart, this 
neven<Pat tine never -reconct led oppesition swept over bie 
Jewish political and economic positicns in Hurope and 
completely demolished ian, There ts @ stokt block cord 
nich eenbewts the era of Fichte in Germeny with Lts 
feral cry of hep, hep, and the era of Hitler with its . 
ery of "Jude Verncdice:" And so for the rest of you. 

The Damascus affair of 1840 links up with the 
widespread reaction after the Revolution of 1848; the 
Mortara affair of Italy} the Christian Socialist Mowement 
in the era of Bismarck} the Tisza-Szglar affair in 

‘Hungary; the revival of blood accusations tn Bohemia; 


the pogroms in the 80's in Russia; La France Juive and 
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the Dreyfus affair in France; the pogroms of 1903; the 
Ukrantan blood baths oe the last war and the human 
slaughter houses of Fdand in this war. 

This, my frtends, ts our persistent problen. 


This its our tmmediate emergency which, unfortfnately, 
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has been immediate almost to every generation of our people 


in almost every country. What we are confronted with today 


Reference: ~ 


is the frightful aggravation of a situation which has con- 
tinuously darkened the pages of our history since the 
beginning of our dispersion. 

Now, what is the solutton of this persistent 
emergency in Jewish life? Tnere is but one solution for 
national hcmelessness, wnich isthe sourse, I repeat, of 
eur millenial tragedy. There is but one 


solution for national homelessness. . That is a 
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natLonal home, not new tmmigrattion opportunities to other 
countries for fleeing refugees, f r new colonization 
schemes tn other parts of the world, many of whitch were 80 
hopefully attempted tn the last few decades, down to our 
very own day, and with such little success. 

The only solution is to normalize the political 
status of the Jewish people in the world by giving it a 
netional bests in its national and historic home. The 
world finally came to acknowledge the vaiidity of this 
solutton. 

In 1917 Great Britain issued the Balfour Declara- 
tion. This Decleration was not intended to be an immigrant 
eid scheme, an effort to open up &@ new avenue for Jewish 
tumigration. Shertly before its tssuance, and for many 
years prior thereto, Jews in very large numbers were finding 
opportuntttes for tmmigration in many parts of the world, 
espectally in the Western demisphere. 

The Belfour Declaratton was a political national 
ect designed to rebuild the national life of the Jewish 
people tn its homeland. 

Now, 1s this my tnterpretation or ts that the 
Lnterpretation of the Zionists only? Not at all. 

It was the universally-accepted tnterpretation of the 
statements of the world and of those who were respon~ 
sible in the first place for the tssuence of this 
Declaration. They were thinking in terms of a Jewish 
Commonwealth, the Jewish Commonwealth, or, as many of 


them called it, the Jewtsh state was to be the natural 


outgrowth and evolution of the Nattonel Jewtsh Homeland. 
Mr. Lloyd George was Prime Mints ter at the time 
the Declaration was Lssued. He spoke of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. * Prestdent Wilson tn 1919 stated: 
"T am persuaded that the Allted Nations, 


with the fullest concurrence of our government and 


people, are agreed that tn Palestine shall be laid the 


keference:- 
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foundations of a Jewish Commonwealth, 
General Smuts, who hsd been & wenber of the 
Impertal War Cabinet when the Declaration was published, 
declared in 1919 that he envisaged an increasing stream of 
Jewish tmmigration into Palestine and tn generations to 
come & great Jewish state rising there once more. 
The great Winston Churchill, when he was Secretary 
of State in 1920, declared ~~ and these are beautiful words +¢- 
"If, as may well happen, there should be created 
in our lifetime by the banks of the Jordan a Jewish State 
under the protection of the British Crown, which might 
comprise three million or four million Jews, an event will 
have occurred in the history of the world which would 
from every point of view be benefictal end would be es- 
pecially tn harmony wtth the truest interests of the 
British Empire. " 
And how did our American Jews in those days 
Lnterpret that document? When the First Amertcan Jewish 
Congress met in Philadelphia in 1918 -- and this has 
already been potnted ut, but I repeat it to drive my 
point home, and {it ts the only potnt which I wish to 
make this evening -- when the first American Jewish 
Congress met after the last war, 25 years ago, a Congress 
in which Ztonists and non-Ziontsts participated, as in 
this Conference, itt elected a delegation to represent 
American Jewry at the Peac Conference, and the delegation 
was given Lnstructions formulated as follows: -- and this 
was the first item formulated: 
"They were to copperate with the representatives 
of other Jewish organizations, specifically with the 
World <ionist Organization, to the end that the Peace 
Conference might recognize the asptrations and historte 
claims of the Jewish people itn regard to Palestine and 
might declare, in accordance with thé British Government 's 


Declaration, that there should be established such 
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political, administrative and economic cond! tions 
in Palestine as would assure, under the trusteeship of 
Great. Britain, acting on behalf of such a League of 
Nations as might be formed, the development of 
Palestine into a Jewish Commonwealth," 

Why has there arisen among us today this 
mortal fear 6f the tert "Jewish Commonwealth, " which 
both British and AtierLtun statesinen took tn. ‘thelr 


stride, as tt were, and which our own fellow-Jews of 


both camps endorsed @® quarter of a century ago? 


Why are anti-Zionists or non-Ziontsts, or neutrals -- 


why are they determined to excise that phrase. 
and I suspect tn some instances at least, the hope? 
Why ere they asking us on the plea of 
unity to surrender a baste political concept which 
was so much a part of the whole pattern of the 
Balfour Declaration? it suspect that because they, 
or some of them, or most of them, have never really 
reconciled themselves to the fact both of the Declara- 
tion and of the Mandate. 
They would like to forget about them or 


have the world forget about them or wish them out of 


existence. Of course, they have no objections to 


Jews gotng to Palestine, any nore than they would have 
any objections to Jews going to New Zealand, to 
Australia or any ther part of the world. 

It ts amazing to me, 1 franky confess, 
that Jews are moved to applaud a fellow-Jew when he 
consents that Jews should have the right to go to 
Palestine. (Ladghter) Once having made this 
monumental ecncesston thet Jews have a right to go 


to Palestine and that that right should not be 


restricted, they feel justified in asking the Ztonists 
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to make a little concession of their own, just a 
Little concession, afxxmexxxan namely, to surrender 
that for which they and their fathers hoped and prayed 
through the centuries and which is already in the 


process of fulfillment -- af a Commonwealth of 


Pelestine, (Applause) 

We are told thet our insistence on this 
Jewish Commonwealth is an insistence on an ideology, 
end why should one create disunity in the ranks of 
American Israclover an Ideology? 

In all sincerity, friends, I ask you -- and think 
along With me -- is it an ideology? is the natural, 
normal instinct of a homeless people to find a home for 
itself efter centurics of homelessness and to lead a 
normal, natural existence, an ideology? Is it en 
ideology for en Englishmen to want en England, or for 


& Frenchman to want a Frence, a Free France, and when 


exiled from it to wish ardently to return to it? 


Why, is it en ideslogy for the people of 


Isreel to want the Land of Isreel, from which it had 


. been driven centuries ago and so lost its peace and its 


rest and its joy of life? 

Wes it an ideology which kept nlive the hope 

our peoples 

of national restoration among amxxpeapke for 19 centuries? 
Was it not rether the hard, cruel fects of our 
existence, written and repeated, exiles, massacres, 
pogroms, indignities, all the way along the black steut 
cord of disaster, never broken from 1917 to 19437 

We ere not insisting on ideologics; we are 
insisting on the faithful fulfillment of obligations 
internetionrlly assumed towards our people and on the 


honoring of covenants made with us, We ask for nothing 


new; it is they who tell us to surrender these demands 


49 
which have already been acknowledged in international 
sanctions. It is they whe are motivated by ideologies; 
not wes (Applause) It fies thes who are jcsetag the 
reopening of a question which should have in all 
conscience been closed in 1917. 

So, my good friends, we are not ¢oncerned here 
with tdeologies. The reconstitution of the Jewish 
people as a nation in its homeland is not 2 playful 
polities) concelt oP ours, a sort of intellectual thing 
ee to sbtiaty some national vanity of ours. It 
{s the cry of despair of a people driven to the wall, 
fighting for its very life. It is the pressing urgency 
of instant end current suffering and of the besetting 
dangers and disabilities today and, I am afraid, to- 
morrow. os | 
| From the infested typhua-ridden Ghettos of 
pesbee: From the death block of Nazi -becupted lands 
where pyramids of our people avs awaiting execuEncr by 
the slow or the Quick methods from e hundred concentration 
camps which befoul the map of Europe, from the pitiful 


ranks of our ener nes hosts over the entire face of 
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the onthe comes ‘the ory "enough + es be a 


finel end to all this, a sure and secteta end. 


Reference: - 


| How long Ls the / erweifixton of Tere! to 
last? Time and egein we have been stretched upon 
the rack for ther pabples: sins. Time and again we 
have made the whipping boy for plundering governments, 
the scapegoat for defeat oer for misery and de~ 


PR SEO LORS s for conflict among classes. 

iow long ts it to last? . hades we forever to 
live @ homeless people on the world! s erumbs of 
sympathy, forever. in néed of defenders, forever doomed 

to thoughts of refugees and reltef? Should not, T 

ask you fellow-Jews, ought not, the tnealculable and 
unspeakable suffering of our people and the ceans *f 
blood which we have shed tn this war and in all the wars 
of the centurles, the ote martyrs of our people, 


50 


| as well as the magnificent 
heroism and the vast sacrifices of our prave soldier sons 
who are today fighting on all the battle fronts of the world --~ 
should net all this be compensated for finally and at long 
last with no~es $ablishment of a free Jewish commonwealth. 
| (mse audience arose apd applauded.) 

Te not this historic justice and is this world 
today not reaching out so desparately and so pathetically 
for a new world order of justice? Should we not be included 
in that world order of justice? Are we not deserving of 
it? Jo 4am fee unity in Israel, but unity for what? It is 
strange. Freguencly, I am bewildered. If I agree with 
certain peopie, that's unity. If I ask them to agree with 
me, that is disunity. (Laughter and applause .) 

I am for unity in Israel, for the realization of 
the total program of Jewish life. Relief, rescue, rec on~ 
struction, and the national restoration in Palestine. 
(Applause,) I am not for unity on a fragment of the pro- 
gram, for a fragment of the program is a betrayal of the 
rest of the program and a tragic futility besides. 


(Applause.) We can not truly rescue the Jews of Europe 


= 
Oo 
” 
” 
iad 
3. 
— 
= 
o 
= 
pom 
= 
> 
wd 
ad 
< 
oO 
= 
a. 
< 
a 
oOo 
Oo}. 
- 
o 
= 
3. 
fon) 
uJ 
oO 
> 
fon) 
© 
a@ 
a. 
iad 
a 
ull]. 
@ 
Oo 
- 
— 
oO 
= 
\ 
- 
= 
oO 
a 
> 
3. 
oO 
oO 


oO) 
®) 
oO 

) 

rap 

~ 
™ 

_ 

o) 

O 

Li 


unless we have free immigration into Palestine. We can not 


have free ininigration.into Palestine unless our political 


Re ference: - 


rights are recognized there. Our ‘political pights cannot 
be recognized there unless our historic connection with 

the country is acknowledged and our right to rebuild, our 
national home 1s reaffirmed. These are inseparable links 
in the chain. The whole chain breaks if one of the links 
is missing. Do not beguile yourselves. Do not Jet anyones 
peguile you with the thought that the Arabs in Palestine or 
the colonial office, for that matter , which at the moment 


‘seems to be synonymous -- that the Arabs in Palestine will 


PF2 51 
consent to large scale immigration into Palestine as soon 
as we give up our idea of a Jevish commonwealth. They are 
not that naive, theyare opposed both to a Jewish common- 
wealth and to Jewish immigration. 

If we surrender our national and historic claim 
to Palestine and rely solely on the refugee philanthrovic 
appeal, we shall losé our case as well as do violence to 
the historte hopes of our people. On the basis of sheer 
philanthropy of, of satisfying pressing immigration needs, 
Palestine has already done its full share for Jewish refucees. 
it has taken in more than one-half of the total Jewish 
refugees of the world, and the Palestine Arabs and their 
sympathizers in England and here have been quick to point | 

out that Palestine has already sone-eaa that can be exvected. 
from small country and far more than most of the larger 
saineies have done. It is because Palestine is the Jewish 
home land that we have the right to insist upon unrestricted 
immigration. It is because of the historic connection of 
the Jewish people with that land of the mandatory government 


in the first place undertook to reconstitute it as a 
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national home and pledged itself to facilitate Jewish in- 


migration and the close settlement of the Jews upon the land; 


Keference:~ 


in other words, it is on the national idea that the und-. 
building of Palestine as a place of large scale Jewish im- 

_ migration has always rested and can alone continue to rest. 
Our right to immigration in the last analysis is predicated 
upon the right to build the Jewish commonwealth in Palestine. 
They are interlinked and inseparable. To ask therefore, 
the yeuten people to abdicate the political positions which 
after centuries it finally acquired in Palestine, or by 
remaining silent about them, to suggest to the world. that we 


have abandoned them, on the vain assumption that this would 


PRS ~ 

lead to the opening of the doors of palestine, to large- 
scale Jewish immigration 1s utterly fantastic. I am for 
unity, put here I mst point out in all humility that unity 
‘of action in democratic organization depends not upon 
uanimity but upon the willingness of the minority to submit 

to the decisions of the majority. (Applause .) 


It is folly to expect universal agreement among — 


five million Jews of America or among their chosen repre~ 
sentatives here on all basic problems affecting Jewish life. 
It is folly to expect it. It is naive to anticipate it. 
However, this is no reason for avoiding these basic problems. 
| This is no reason for preventing the ma jority from endorsing 
the program which the minority may not be inclined to endorse. 
If the overwhelming majority of the American Jewish people 
believe in the upbuilding of a Jewish commonwealth, they 
should have the right, through the medium of this solemn 
conclave, to say so and to make their demand upon the world. 
A. strange thing has occurred here. We are asked not to 
relinquish our convictions but at the same time not to 


express: them 
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The minority, if it is Wise, as I believe it iss 


and responsible as I know that it is, and responsiveng to the 
democratic process, will abide by the decision and accest 


the role of a loyal opposition. We are not @ government and 


we have no authority to impose decisions, but there is a 
tremendous moral Suthority in a solemn conclave such as this 
of the chosen representatives of our people and when, after 
due deliberation it speaks in overwhelming endorsement of 

a certain program, it s decision ought not to be lightly 
disregarded. (Applause. ) | 


I close with this word, my friends. The heroic 


Yishuv in Palestine has prayerfully appealed to us to uphold 
its hands. You have read it in the public press. Oyr 
Yishuv today is fighting a desperate fight against enemies 
which are stretched all the way from Jerusalem through 
Cairo, through egueetee offices in the city of New York 


(laughter). They are fighting a desperate fight against 


enemies who are eae another eonsparecy at the moment 
to strangle its further development and to extinguish the 
great hope of national freedom which has sustained the faith 


and courage of those splendid men and women who are building 


today the Jewish Commonwealth. They have appealed to us, 


their brothers, and sisters in America, to approve of their 


struggle, to defend their rights and to appeal to the 


political leaders and statesmen of this great and free and 


blessed land to help them now in this, the approaching hour 

of decision, with the same Sympathy and the same understanc- 
ing as the presidents of the United States from Wilson down 

and the Congress of the United States helped them fn the carlier 
years. I ask you good friends shall we let them down? 


VOICES: No. 


DR. SILVER: Shall we pass a Palestine Resolution 


SAS 2 | a. 
here which will mention nothing about the historic Balfour 
Declaration and its clear intent and underlying purpose, the 
upbuilding of the Jewish commonwealth? 
VOICES: No. 
DR. SILVER: Will it be perhaps our purpose to 
send a delegation to the Peace Conference with nothing more 
than an immigration aid plea, to let Jews go to Palestine 
as if Palestine were for us another Santo Domingo? 
VOICES: No. | 
DR. STLVER: Are we to ask merely for the right 
of asylum in our historic home, the right which any people 
may claim in any part of the world, though, unfortunately, 
such claims are only infrequently recognized? Is this 
Jewish statesmanshin? Is this Jewish vision, courage, 
faith, or are we to declare in this great assembly when 

the proper time comes that we stand by those who have given 
their tears and their blood and their sweat to build for 
them and for us and for the future generation, at long-last, 
after the weary centuries, a home, a national home, a Jewish 


commonwealth, where the spirit of our people can finally 


= 
oO 
‘p) 
‘P) 
tJ 
a. 
~ 
a | 
fo] 
x= 
bh 
= 
> 
a 
ad 
«< 
CO; 
= 
a. 
< 
G 
oO 
o 
- 
o 
= 
a. 
So 
tJ 
oO 
> 
ro) 
© 
G 
a. 
iad 
c+ 
tJ 
f+ 6] 
o 
- 
— 
°o 
=z 
{ 
= 
= 
oO 
& 
> 
a. 
o 
oO 


O) 
1) 
Oo 

) 

rap) 

~ 

a 

— 

rap) 

O 

LL. 


be at rest as well as the body of many of our persecuted 


people? 


Ke ference: - 


Are we going to take counsel here of fear of 
what this one or that one might say, of how our actions are 
likely to be misinterpreted; or are we to take counsel of 
our inner moral convictions, of our faith, of our history, 
of our achievements, and go forward in faith to build and 
to heal? 

(The audience rose applauded and cheered and 
sang the "Hatikvah”.) 

CHAIRMAN LEVINTHAL: Ladies and gentlemen, I want 


to announce the session tomorrow afternoon at three o’clock 
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will be devoted to a continuation of the discussions of 
the Palestine problem. 

The speakers who were scheduled as the designated 
spokesmen of the various groups include Rabbi Maurice 
Lisengrad for the reformed group; Dr. Robert Gordis for 
the conservative group; Mrs. Judith Epstein for Hadassah 
Chaim Greenberg for the Labor Zionist group; Rabbi Wolf 
Gold for the Mizrachi National Religious group. 

All committees will meet tomorrow morning at 9:50. 
The names and the rooms will be posted on the bulletin 
board. 


This session is now adjourned. 


(Whereupon, at 11:50 P. M., the session was 


adjourned.) 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTER FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE AND PRESIDENT OF B'Nal B!RITH 


At the opening session of 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFEREN 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York City 


Sunday, auzust 29, 1943 
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"How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell in unity." 
Nathan Straus, of sainted memory, opened his address before the American 
Jewish Congress, held in Philadelphia in December 1918 with this quotation. 
It 4S appropriate on that occasion, as it is most appropriate now, 


This Conference was made possible by the profound and earnest realiza- 
tion, on the part of the American Jewish community, of its sacred responsibi~ 
lity for the salvation and future fate of the people of Israe], in this, the 
most tragic peried in our history;~ it is the outgrowth of a desire to dis- 
charge that responsibility. 


We are too prone to be content with eloquent phrase and rhetorical 
flourish as an outlet for our pent up emotions, This Conference, may I 
predict, will be more interested in practical measures than in speeches, 
more sealous about program and the means for its accomplishment, than in 
discussions of unimportant difforences, Having regard for this attitude, 
your Chairman will endeavor to submit only such material as may be useful 
in your deliberations, 


On this day, we may look back with gratification upon that fateful 
meeting held in Pittsburgh in January ef 1943, attended by representatives 
of 32 national Jewish membership organizations with an approximate aggregate 
membership of 1,000,000 of our fellow Jews, The Pittsburgh meeting was 4 
preliminary conference to consider the possibility of & common program of 
action in respect to the post-war status of the Jews and the upbuilding of 
a Jewish Palestine, Because it affords a perspective as to the difference 
in function between the Pittsburgh Conference and this Conference, I repeat 
the following brief quotation from the opening address at Pittsburgh: 


have come together not to adopt or propagandize for one 

another post-war plan; not to issue or publish manifestos 

proclamations in reference to the important role of Palestine 

any such plan; but rather to take such preliminary steps 

will result in @ course of action and procedure calculated 

accomplish the single objective, devoutly to be desired, of 
some basis of agreement between the diverse and conflicting 
groups that constitute the American Jewish community. American 
Jews, in collaboration with other Jewish communities of the 
free countries, will be required to assume a greater measure of 
responsibility than at any previous time in the long, dark 
history of the Jewish people, for the preservation of the remnant 
of Israel in the war devastated lands and for the establishment 
of an acceptable post-war status of Jews, after the United Nations 
shall have purged the world of the evil forces that have so sorely 
threatened the values - yes, the very existence ~- of our whole 
civilization, 
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Even though the Pittsburgh Conference was primarily to establish 
& plan of procedure, there were at the outset important differences, These 
differences were resolved, however, because of the consciousness on the part 
of the representatives, that the fate of our people, if not their whole 
existence is dependent upon the united action of the American Jewish community. 


Pursuant to the resolve of the Pittsburgh meeting,on May 22, 1943, the 


Executive Committee issued the call for this American Jewish Conference, fran 
which I quote: 


"These crucial days may determine the position Jews are 

to occupy in organized society for generations to come. 
The relentless war that has been waged against us by 
Nazi-Germany and its allies has not only brought ruin 
and death to countless Jews, but it has wrecked the whole 
structure of rights in which Jews lived since the begin- 
ning of the period of emancipation. 


"The hopes of the whole democratic world are turned to the 
United Nations in their effort to destroy the Common Enemy 
and to win Victory for the freedom of the individual man, 


equality for a11 peoples and faiths, and for international 
justice, 3 | 


"In common with all men, we Jews have a vital stake in the 

_ general peace that is to come after Victory. ‘The right of 
Jews to freedom, equality and justice should find place in 
the new world that will emerge when peace comes, The eco- 
nomic rehabilitation of Jewish life should be integrated 
in the plans for world reconstruction, And the rights of 


the Jewish people with respect to Palestine should be fully 
implemented, 


"This situation makes imperative a reaffirmation on the part 
of the Jews of America of their duty to themselves and their 
fellow-Jews under oppression, The desirability of estab- 
lishing @ program of common action to deal with post-war 


Jewish problems has been recognized by all American Jewish 
groups, " 


| The agenda of this Conference as adopted at the Pittsburgh Conference 
and as set forth in the call is: 


(a) To consider and recomiend action on problems relating 
to the rights and status of Jews in the post-war world. 


(b) To consider and recommend action upon all matters looking 
to the implementation of the rights of the Jewish people 
with respect to Palestine, 


To elect a delegation to carry out the progran of 
the American Jewish Conference in cooperation with 
the duly accredited representatives of Jews through- 
out the world. 


There are now represented in the Conference 65 national Jewish membership or~ 
ganizations, by their selected delegates in the number of 125, and communitics 
throughout the land, by their duly elected delegates in the number of 375, The 
delegates here assembled are vested with a serious and important responsibility. 
They hold a mandate fror the Jews of America ~ they represent the ‘conscience 
and are charged with the duty of expressing the views and the will of the larg- 
est and perhaps most vital Jewish community now remaining in this tragic and 
war-shattered world, 


One of the essential virtues of this Conference is that it comprises 
leadership democratically chosen from the ranks of American Israel. It is the 
antithesis of the once prevalant practice of representation by "Stadlonin", 

The spirit of democracy and the development and appreciation of democratic 

processes, have changed the whole concept of Jewish leadership. Leadership 

must be responsive to the yearnings, the aspirations and the hopes of those 

for whon they presume to speak, We must begin with the assunption that the 

Anerican Jewish Cocrmnity possesses the vitality, the resources, material and 
spiritual, essential for any effective effort to save our people and to restore 

in part their deteriorated status. 


An Executive Comittee elected at the Pittsburgh Conference has met 
frequently since that meeting and has labored arduously to carry out the 
mandate of that historic meeting, That its efforts have been successful is 
due to the patience and the zealous cooperation of the members of the Executive 
Committee and its Secretariat who labored with a fine spirit of consecration, 
The course was not free from difficulties, but we are gratified to report 
that all but one of the organizations originally invited to the Pittsburg= 
Conference and an additional number, making the total of 63, are now integrated 
with and participating in this Conference, 
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The delegates have received a report of the Preliminary Studies Cor 
mittee, which under the able leadership of Rabbi Milton Steinberg, in an 
amazingly brief period of tine, produced what may well be considered an 
authentic documentation of the historic background of the questions we shall 
be called upon to consider, | 


ke ference: ~ 


You have been advised of the method devised and recommended for the 
organization of committees of this Conference, This method has been the 
subject of discussion and has perhaps caused some confusion and nisunderstand~ 
ing, The very nature of the Conference, meeting for the first time, and 
comprising 500 delegates, adhering to groups with divergent points of view, 
seened in the judgment of the majority of the Executive Cormittee to suggest 


ke ference: ~ 
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the advisability of a change from the routine method of conducting conventions 
and conferences, The system is calculated to insure representation on all 
cormittees of these diversified points of view. It must be made clear that 
group designations were intended to furnish the key to proportionate repre~- 
sentation on committees and do not contemplate regimentation of individual 
delegates in the Conference, as respects action upon all programatic and 
idealogical questions. Some delegates have registered under the heading 
"designation reserved", Such delegates remain free to become affiliated 

with any of the now existing groups or to organize themsekves in groups of 


ten or more for the purpose of designating representatives on the several 
cormittees of the Conference, 


We are enjoined by the agenda "to consider and reoormend action on 
| nts and status of Jews in the post-war world," 


What are the problems? How broad shall be the scope of inquiry and 
action? To consider the post-war status of the European Jewish conmunity 
without considering ways and means of rescuing that community from complete 
annihilation seems incongruous, It has been said that "post-war" is "post 
mortem" unless practical and effective measures of relief and rescue are 
imvediately inaugurated, Therefore, notwithstanding the more limited phrase 
ology of the agenda, plans for the imiediate rescue of the remnant of our 
people in the Nagi occupied countries must and will receive full and adequate 
consideration at this Conference. One complete session of this Conference 
will be devoted exclusively to this important and compelling subject. 


It is assumed that every delegate to this Conference is fully conversant 
with the tragic details of the great calamity that has befallen our people, 
The discussions at this Conference will be replete with heart-rending details 
of the horrible fate of the millions of our fellow Jews who have been the 
victims of history's classic example of "man's inhumanity to man", Just 
prior to the opening of this Conference extensive publicity was again released 
in respect to the mass murder of Jews in Europe. Nothing is to be gained 
from its repetition. The time has come to say less and do more about it. 
Just a brief general description of the dark and tragic scene of European 


_ Jewry should be sufficient, 


The barbarians of Nazi Germany have written the blackest record of 
all time, Homes have been destroyed, sacred altars have been profaned, 
complete loss of life and liberty has been the fate of millions of Jews 
and non-Jews alike -~- all because of a lust for power and conquest, bolstered 
by a ruthless campaign of hate and persecution unloosed upon the world by the 
woulc~be destroyers of our civilization. Enslavement, starvation, mass murder, 
confiscation of property, and unbelievably inhuman cruelty have been the lot 
of millions of Jews, Czechs, Poles, Greeks and of many other nationalities. 
It is significant, however, that it was against the Jewish people that Hitler's 
war of extermination was first declared. I say it is significant and yet 
not at all strunge, for the Jew is and always has been the symbol of those 


oS le oe 


moral, ethical ond spiritual forces that are wholly imcompatible with the Nazi 
philosoplty of hatred, eonquest and power politics, That symbol had to be 
destroyed if Hitler and his legions were to succeed, The philosophy of 

Nazism could not co-exist in the same world with the philosophy of Judaism, 


In Germany today, few native Jews remain alive, 
of Jewish annihilation continues unabated, 
recently declared: 


but the German campaign 
Robert Ley, the German labor leader, 
"We shall not stop until the last Jew of Europe is destroyed," 


In Holland, the traditional haven of refuge since the days of the Spanish 
Inquisition, there remain perhaps 4,000 Jews out of what was once & cultured, 
flourishing, well-integrated corrmnity of 180,000, Dispatches pour in from 
Cay to day and week to week, which tell of the continuing, ever accelerated 
reign of terror, as the tide of the battle moves against the Nazi legions, 
their leaders attempt, in desperation, to strengthen the home front by the 
intensification of their campaign of destruction against the Jew, 


Thousands of Dutch Jews have beon machine~gunned in Poland, Hardly a 
town or village in the whole of Poland has escaped the scourse of massacres, 
More than 652,000 Jews have been driven out of Belsiun, Large numbers have 
been deported from Frence for slave labor in Germany, More confiscatory 
fines are levied upon the remnant of the Jewish population in Roumania, 


Bulgaria, ylelding to German pressure, orders the deportation of all 
the 25,000 Jews from Sofia, Each day brings a new shock to stir the com 
science and arouse the moral resentment and indignation of the oivilized vorld, 
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It is with regret that we record the lack of practical measures for 
the relief of the millions who have been persecuted, pillaged, pilloried 
anc devasted, Many statements of sympathy and compassion have been issued by 
’ our Government and its allies, Such statements are reassuring, but dis. 
tressingly ineffectivein sofar as the plight of the victims is concerned, 


We read not long ago of the suicide of a great Polish Jewish leader, 
Samuel Zygelbojn, who was a member of the Polish National Council. His last 
note reac; "I cannot be silent - I cannot live while remnants of the Jewish 
people of Poland, of whom I an a representative, are perishing, My comrades 
in the Warsaw ghetto took weapons in their hands in the last keroic irpulse, 
It was not my destiny to die there together with thor, but I belong to then 
and in their mass graves, By ny death I wish to express ny strongest protest 
agoinst the inactivity with which the world is looking on and permitting the 
extermination of my people," 
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keference:- 


I refer to tais tragic incident and quote from the note, primarily for 
two reasons; first, to emphasize that except by the grace of Divine Providence 
many of us and those whom we represent might have been anong the victims in 
Poland, in Germany, or in some one or other of the conquered lands; and second, 
tc stress the folly of futility, An incividual crushed by the overwhelning 
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tragedy of his people may find his escape in suicide, but ar 
no suci escape, The lack of response to the c&ll sc? distress 
have been plunged into the depths of abject misery, calls os 
and unswerving determination, Expressions of sympathy ani 

save onc human life, Concrete measures, promptly planned He = 
executed are ‘the indispensible imperatives, 


Tt 


We must urgé the facilitation of emigration by whatever 3 
it can be brought about, We must urge and bring adout tre reretil 
refugees wko had the good fortune to escape fra the hell-hole 
now survive in neutral countries, The strength, the ressurces, 


New 


the resolute determination of this Conference, speaking fcr the F722 


american Jerish community, must be brought to bear in eet ToEt 
practical and effective measures shal no longer te Celayez, anz 
those who can may yet be saved, 


The needs are 69 great, the problem so eenecms 
the tounds of private philanthropy, It will jaya te 
and the resources of govemnmental agencies, May eS 
humanity, may we not expect, in the light of the ere: 
and the recognized war aims of the United Nations, that 
with a satisfactcry response? Provision for relief? in the 
require our consideration, Formulation of plans for yolusterz 
anc colonigation is a subject with which we stall de requires 


W{s - 


Ee ho MJ 


Rrroa 


We shall have to deal with the problen of rowmazstructioz 
anc with the rehabilitation of Jews in devasted war areas.= ves, 
and rehabilitation, both physically and spiritually, We must ec: 
devise ways and meass of bringing assurance, after the vresent ¢ 
of terror, of civic, political, cultural, religious anc sccial 
fellow Jews on the basis of equality with all of the intatitert 
countries in which they may find themselves, 
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The recommendations that we may here formulate will unzouttetly 


wove —! we me 


consistent with the war aims of the United Nations tecause trey will 
the plain dictates of justice and humanity, 


On December 17, 1942, the following statement was issucd 3 
by the United States and European members of the United Nation 


~ 
~ 


"The attention of the Belgian, Czechoslovak, Greek, Luxesbuz 
Norwegian, Polish, Soviet, United Kinedon, United States aw et, 
anc also of the French National Cormmuttee (Fichtines Frene:) has been 
nunerous reports from Europe that the German authorities, not Soca, 


denving to persons of Jewish race in all the territories cver wrich th 
barbarous rule has been extended the most elementary human rizkts, ere 
ing into effect Hitler's oft-repeated intention to exterminate the Jerish people 


in Europe, 


oe woolly 
enanste from 


Netherlands, 
eevee eave 


cared 
= 
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"From all the occupied countries, Jews are 


veins transported in onditions 
of appalling horror 


and brutality to eastern Hurope, 


"In Poland, which has been made the principal Nazi 
ghettos established by the German invader ate 


Jews except a few hizhly skilled workers 


sliauehter house, the 
being systematically emptied of all 
required for the war industries, 


"None of those taken away are ever heard of again, The able-bodied are 


Slowly worked to ceath in labor camps. The infirm are left to die of exposure 
and starvation or are deliberately massacred in mass executions, 


"The number of victins of these bloody 


cruelties is reckoned in many 
hundreds of thousands of entirely innocent men 


» women and children, 


"The above mentioned governments and the French Netional Committee condenn 
in tke strongest possible terms this bestial policy of cold-blooded extermimtion. 


"They declare that such events can only strengthen the résolve of all 
freedom loving peoples to overthrow the barbarous Hitlerite tyranny, 


"They reaffirm their solemn resolution to insure that those responsible 


for the crimes shall not escape retribution and to press on witl. the necessary 
practical measures to this enc,' 


This statement recognizes the problem but falls skort of any practical 
accomplishnent. We may, however, upon the basis of this expression of z00d will 
and intcrest, be able to point the way for practical measures, 


‘ 


As respects the foregoing, there will be little diversity of opinion. aA11 
will acree, first, as to the scope and extent of the calamity and the problem; 


second, as to its unique and special character; third, as to the necessity for 
immediate practical measures, and fourth, as to the inescapable responsibility 
of immediate, forthright, and unequivocal action by this Conference in the nanec 
of the American Jewish corrmnity, We must forrmlate our demands and we must 


create and establish those instrumentalities through which such demands can be 
nade effective, 


What is the place of Palestine ~ what role ean it play in meeting the 


problems of our people of the post-war world? We are to consider and recomend 


action upon all matters lookine to the irmlenmentation of the rich 
people with respect to Palestine, 


The Balfour Declaration anc the Palestine Mandate, endorsed by 52 nations, 
concurred in by joint resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Ameria@, were hailed as cocuments of state, legally 


recognizing the historic connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and their 
right to retuild their national home in that country. 


. 
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In adcressing the first session of the American Jewish Congress in 
December 1918, the late Louis Marshall, that preeminent Jewish leader and 
statesman, said: "The future of Palestine is no longer a mooted question, It 
has become a settled question, The action of the British Government as announced 
by its eminent spokesman, Mr. Balfour, endorsed as it has been by France, Italy, 
Serbia, Greece and other of the Allied Nations —« approved as it has been by 
the President of the United States, -~ will uncoubtedly receive at the Peace 
Conference which is about to assemble at Versailles, the sanction of all the 
nations of the world." Mr, Marshall made the further significant statement: 

"We here in america sympathize with every Jewish aspiration, " 


Encouraged by the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Palestine, the 
Yishuv in Palestine, with the aid and support (regrettably not too universal 
nor adequate) of the Jewish community throughout the world has wrought a miracu- 
lous change in Palestine, In the past ten years, the most tragic in all of 
Jewish history, Palestine has absorbed more than 280,000 Jewish inierants. 
More than 40,000 Jewish refugees have entered Palestine since the outbreak of the 
present war, The Jewish population has grown from 55,000 at the close of the 
first World War to over 550,000 in 1942, We have invested in Palestine curing 
the last two decades an estinated total of 560,000,000, of which approxinately 
$1006,000,000 came from Jewish national and public funds, Social, cultural and 
religious institutions established in Palestine represent an achieverient of the 
most romantic character, These institutions are beginning to serve as a source 
of inspiration to the Jewish cormunities throughout the world. Can there be 
any question that Palestine in the light of longterm planning, presents the most 


realistic single opportunity for the resettlement of large numbers of th 
unfortunate and harassed of our people, 


Can there be any doubt, that consonant with the principles of frecdon, 
justice and self-determination, basic in the war aims of the United Nations, 
there will be after the coriplete triumph of Democracies, an opportunity for 
the realization of the purpose and aims of the Balfour Declaration and the 
Palestine Mandate? Can there be any question that we have a right to hope for 
and expect the victorious United Nations, in the name of justice and humanity, 
to make Palestine available to the greatest extent possible to those of our 
people who desire to make it their homeland? The development in Palestine, 
notwithstanding all of the difficulties, political and economic, and notwith- 
standing the setbacks that have come about as a consequence of the war, and 


weak anc uncertain appeasement diplomacy, must be recognized ag an heroic and 
thrilling chapter in Jewish history, 


Can there be any substantial difference of opinion with respect to the 
flagrant injustice of the White Paper of 1939? It has been correctly described 
notonly by Jews, but by non-Jewish public opinion and by statesmen in the 
Consress of the United States and in the British Parliament as "cruel and 
incerensidle," In June 1939, Winston Churchill, whose magnificent leadership 
of the British people in the present crisis has won the esteem, the admiration 
and affection of all freedom loving men throughout the universe, made the 


on Qn 


declaration in Parliament: "There is much in this White Paper which is alien 

to the spirit of the Balfour Declaration ~~ I shall feel personally embarrassed 
in the most acute manner if I lent myself by silence or inaction to what I 

must rezard as an act of repudiation." 


We comsend for-your careful reading that section of the Preliminary 
Stucies Cormittee report entitled "area Six - Palestine" which furnished 
backeround material for the consideration of this most important question. 


We are not unaware of the difficulties in Arab-Jewish relations, un- 
questionably agzravated by and largely the result of Nazi anti-Semitic propaganda 
and political stirmlation, The removal or dissipation of this cause after a — 
United Nations victory, and following the annihilation of the sources of hate, 
will bring, in my judgment, & completely chanzec attitude on the part of the 
arab population, The utilization by enemy propaganda machinery of any dis~ 
affection between the Jews and srabds is understandable, The readiness, however, 
with which those of our own people who, however, earnestly and sincerely they 
disaeree with certain ideclozical concepts, appropriate, adopt and help to spread 
such propasanda is incorprekensible anc represents a malady in Jewish life, 

The tragedies that have overwhelned mankind as @ result of the diplomacy 
cf expediency as distinguished fron rirorous adherence to the principles of 
justice and equity, should serve as 4 compelling admonition to those who plan 
the post-war world, of the bankrupt character of the whole appeasement doctrine, 
The "Treaty of Friendship" signed by Mir Foisal and Chaim Weizmann in January 
1919, expressed most cordial good will and understanding for Jewish aspirations 
in Falestine and endorsed the fullest guarantee for carrying into effect the | 
cooperation of Jews and arabs for their conon destiny. That this attitude was 
chanced under the leadership of the Mufti of Jerusalem, the collaborator of the 
Axis, is not strange, The Yishuv has courageously continued its colonization 
and the development of Palestine. Its will to survive in the face of all 
obstacles, its determination to reclaim anc establish Palestine as a homeland, 
have resisted and overcone every frustration. I.nake bold to predict that with 
the advent of peace and the restoration of friencly relationships betreen the 
yarious peoples of the earth, this affliction of ArabJewish dissension will 
run its course and substantially disappear. 


RECORD OFFICE 


= 
Oo 
Y 
yY 
taj 
a. 
- 
a) 
oO 
<= 
om 
= 
> 
=) 
al 
< 
oO 
= 
a. 
< 
m 
3 
o 
= 
o 
= 
a. 
o 
ud 
oO 
= 
ron) 
© 
[a4 
a. 
la 
fe 4 


COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE 


There are different points of view in this Conference with respect to 
Palestine, The civersity of opinion runs the whole course, from the mininun 
which subseribes to the support of Palestine as a haven of refuyzse and as a 
spiritual and cultural center, to the maxinum represented by the concept of 4 
Jewish state in Palestine, 


Reference 


It is not the function of your Chairman, in his official capacity, to 
commend or criticize any of these various points of view, It will be the 
responsibility of this Conference in the consideration of this problem with an 
attitude of tolerance toward and mutual respect for the diverse opinions, to 


determine what shall be the declared position of the aneri can Jewish community. 
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There are some among our people who view with anxiety, if not alarn, 
any forthright expression by the Jewish community on behalf of our fellow Jews 
in time of war, This attitude, in my opinion, is a grievous mistake, It 2rows 
cut of the fallacious notion that we are askinz for special privileges — that 
we desire to be singled out for special consideration, The sad and irrefutable 
fact is that we have beep singled out for persecution, for oppression, for 
destruction, Our demand ds only this ~~ that we shall enjoy in common with all 
free men the freedoms for which our beloved nation and its allies are now engazed 
dn & global conflict, 411 that we ask for is that justice shall be done, 


as americans and as Jews, the cause of the United Nations is doubly ours, 
All that we possess nust be dedicated without reserve to this cause, Every 
sacrifice which the needs of the war effort may denand of us must be made, We 
nay record with sratification that throughout the world and upon every United 


Naticns' front, our people are found rendering patriotic service of a high and 
distinguished character, 


The Jews in Russia have played a magnificent role in the Red Amy. More 
than 600,000 Jews are now actively participatins in the elorious performances 
of that army, apart from the fine demonstrations of heroism in the effective 
guerilla warfare, We find the Jews fighting in the ranks of the Chetniks, in 
the legions of the Greek guerillas, in the armies of the Free French, Free Poles, 
Free Norwegians, Free Czechs anc Free Dutch, In the South African army there 
are $250 Jewish men and women volunteers, 10% of the entire Union's Jerish 
population, There are the mocern Maccabees of the Polish ehettos, Here in 
Aneri.ca the record is well known, The London Evening Standard editorially 
commented in connection with the resistance of the Warsaw ghetto: "Jews are 
fighting today on all fronts for the cause of humanity and the Jew will be among 
the proud participants of corrion victory." There are tke 21,000 heroic Jewish 


warriors of Palestine whose irmortant role in the Nazi debacle of North Africa 
is yet to be told, 


The Jew will be ariong the proud participants in a corrnon victory, 


Jf after the war is won, we shall not lose the peace, not only the Jer, 
but every nation ravished by Axis lust, all peoples now deprived of their free 
dor, all mankind will participate in the fruits of that victory. Our cenmands 
sheuic. be easily grantable, We want no special privileges, ~ we ask only for 
Siunpie justice and equality. 


Our destroyers make no distinction between Jews, The Jewish slave labor 
tavtealions of the Nazis are made up, I an sure, of Zionists and nomJZionists, 
of bankers, doctors, lawyers, gti ee ton. Voboress, assinilationists and non 
assinilationists, cevoutly religious Jews anc those of our people who are 


indifferent to their religion ~~ the simple basic and unchanzeable fatt is, they 
ere made up of Jews. 
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Let us emulate the fighting Jews of the Warsaw ghetto, 
ly conscious of their cormon bond and went heroically to their death, but not 
without glory, They found no tine or place for ideological disputation, The 
entire Jewish community was galvanized into action for the heroic last stand. 
Radicals and conservatives, Bundists and Zionists, Orthodox and Liberals, all 
were agreed on the dynamic decision to fight together, though it meant inevitable 
death, The Jewish guerillas in the Red army, the Jewish partisans in the arnies 
of the Greek and Yugoslav suerillas, have likewise had their unity sealed in 
Dlood, The whole Yishuv in Palestine is one, in its determination to build a 
free homeland, and in itg unshakeable resolve to defend the accorpliskment of 
& quarter of a century of consecrated self~sacrificing labor, 


They were thorough 


With magnificent fortitude: have the Jews in the stricken lands manifested 
once azain the will of Israel to survive, Their ficht is our fisht, Their 
struggle is our struggle, Their ultinate fate may in large measure cetermine our 
fate, The doctrine of isolation in matters of Jewish interest is fatal toour 
cause. We are an integral group, call it what you will ~ religious or national - 
it matters not, for we do have a corron inheritance, a cormon history, a common 


religion, common traditions and a common cause, and we must strive for a common 
basis for action, | 


The intansible and indefinable forces that unite Jews as a people are 
vastly more potent than the apparent differencesthat seem to divide us, The 
Democracies learned belatedly, but well, that their chofiee was between death 
alone or victory together, Jews must recoenize that our continued disunity 
portends our loss of opportunity for salvation, We cannot in these traaio and 


trying times indulge in the luxury of dialectios, Our people's salvation depends 
upon & united front, 
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THE NEW PALESTIN rE . 


What Happened at the American 
Jewish Conference 


A Descriptive Report of the Proceedings and Dramatic Highlights 


By CARL ALPERT 


HE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE, 

representative assembly of all of 

American Jewry, met in New York, 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, from Au- 
gust 29th to September 2 and carved out 
a program of action on which all Amer- 
ican Jews can agree. Highlights of the 
Conference: 


1. Adoption of a resolution demand- 
ing the reconstitution of Palestine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth. Only 
four of the 500 delegates present 
dissented. 

. Vigorous denunciation, by unani- 
mous rising vote, of the American 
Council for Judaism, which, dur- 
ing the course of the Conference, 
had published an attack against 
Zionism in the New York Times. 

. Adoption of resolutions demanding 
that immediate steps be taken by 
the United Nations to rescue Jews 
who-still survive in Europe. 

A eall for an international Bill of 
Rights to protect the rights of Jews 
and all minorities in the post-war 
period. 

A decision to reconvene the Con- 
ference within a year. 


Dramatic Scenes 


The air of tense expectancy in which 
the Conference opened on Sunday, Au- 
gust 29, the excitement caused by pro- 
tracted negotiations at committee meet- 
ings, particularly in the Palestine Com- 
mittee, was built up to a climactic dem- 
onstration on Wednesday evening, Sep- 
tember 1, when the Committee reported 
the Palestine resolution, and it was 
adopted amid scenes of enthusiasm and 
the singing of Hatikvah. 

The huge Waldorf-Astoria ballroom, 
the floor packed with delegates, and the 
double tier of galleries crowded with 
spectators, was appropriately decorated 
with both American ard Jewish flags. 
Singing of Hatikvah, The Star Spangled 
Banner and God Bless America alter- 
nated frequently, as the delegates gave 
free vent to their emotions. 

“Historic” was the adjective most fre- 
quently used by the participating dele- 
gates, who sensed the significance of 
this event: the gathering of 500 men and 
women representing every point of view 
in American Jewish life, and by open 
discussion and exchange of opinion, 
formulating a platform which meets 
with universal approval. 

Individual outstanding memories were: 


1. The stirring address of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, who brought even 
non-Zionists to their feet cheering, 
as he portrayed Palestine as the 
supreme demonstration of Jewish 


*‘statesmanship, vision, courage, 
faith.”’ 


The New Palestine, an American Zionist Publication Devoted to Jewish Affairs, 
Organization of America; monthly, June to September, 


1720 16th St., N. W., Washington 9, D. C 


class matter at the Post Office in Washington, D. C., under the act of March 8, 1879. 


Subscription price, 


HENRY MONSKY 


2. The warm reception given to the 


representatives*of both the Ameri- . 


can Jewish Committee and the 
Jewish Labor Committee, when 
they publicly proclaimed their en- 
dorsement of unlimited immigra- 
tion to Palestine, and demanded 
abrogration of the White Paper. 

. The dignity, humility, and ability 
of Henry Monsky, presiding genius 
over the Conference and its cre- 
ator. 

. The raging attack against the New 
York Times made from the floor 
of the Conference by Rabbi Joseph 
S. Shubow, of Boston—an attack 
which the Times printed in full the 
next morning. 


The first session opened with a touch- 
ing memorial service in which five rabbis 
and a cantor participated. The moving 
rendition of the Kaddish and the El 
Moleh Rachamim brought tears to the 
eyes of many. 

Scheduled for 3 p. m. on Sunday after- 
noon, the Conference opened only twelve 
minutes late. 


Desire for Unity 


Mr. Monsky delivered the opening ad- 
dress, stressing the desire for unity and 
common action within the area of agree- 
ment among all delegates. The theme 
was repeated by almost every subsequent 
speaker. 

Louis Lipsky reported a plan on pro- 
cedure and organization for the Confer- 
ence, which called upon the delegates to 
designate their group affiliation. On the 
basis of such designation, representation 
on the various committees was mathe- 
matically apportioned among the groups. 


Of the nine groups listed, the Gen- 
eral Zionists, composed of the Z. O. 
A., Hadassah and the Order Sons of 
Zion, had the largest delegation. 


Other groups were the American Jew- 
ish Congress, B’nai B’rith, Religious Na- 
tional Orthodox, Labor Zionists, Non- 
Partisan, Reform Religious, Conserva- 
tive Religious, Jewish Labor Committee. 


More Speeches 


Sunday evening Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise took the microphone, and in his 
address suggested that the Conference 
deputize a small committee to confer 
with President Roosevelt, during the 
period of the Conference, regarding 
Jewish problems. In the excitement at 
ensuing sessions the suggestion was not 
acted upon. 

He was followed by Judge Proskauer, 
widely known as a non-Zionist. Paying 


_ tribute to the “superb achievement made 


by our people in Palestine’, he added 
that “we are as one in our concern for 
its preservation and upbuilding.” The 
unexpected words set the audience off 
(Continued on page 18) 


DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 


The Annual Z.O.A. Report 


The annual reports of the Z.O.A. 
Administration, affiliated organiza- 
tions and agencies, usually pub- 
lished in THE NEW PALESTINE, 
have this year been issued in the 
form of a pamphlet, to permit the 
dedication of this number to the 
historic American Jewish Con- 
ference. 

Copies of the Administration Re- 
port will be distributed to all dele- 
gates at the convention, and will 
be mailed to District chairmen and 
such other members as_ request 
copies. 


is published fortnightly from October to May, inclusive, by the Zionist 
except on Jewish holidays. All communications should be addressed to The New Palestine. 
$2.00; Canadian subscription, $2.25; foreign subscriptions, $3.00. Entered as second 
Carl Alpert, Managing Editor. 
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Friday 
September 10, 1943 


Editorials 


~ The Conference 


The American Jewish Conference has won its place 
in Jewish history. While the outcome of the sessions 
was a series of resolutions addressed to the United Na- 
tions, the deliberations themselves were by and for Jews. 
The entire function was carried out with a dignity, a 
solemnity, a consecration to duty which lifted it far 
above the level of the usual convention or assembly. 
And unusual it was, for the representatives of American 
Jewry present were moved by a realization of the sig- 
nificance of the occasion. There was an enthusiasm, and 
at the same time a restraint, which characterized each 
meeting. It was almost as if the delegates were aware 
that their every act would be scrutinized by posterity. 

The Conference had been criticized in some quarters 
for its cumbersome machinery, for the unwieldy, demo- 
cratie process by which it took seven months to organize 
and ascertain the will of the American Jewish commu- 
nity. Yet that very weakness, which is characteristic of 
all democratic forms, is today its strength. The decisions 
which came from the Conference were the views not of 
individuals, not of one organization or group of organiza- 
tions, but the collective expression of the opinion of 
all of American Jewry on the problems which the Con- 
ference faced. 

There were some questions which the Conference did 
not consider. There might have been greater divergence 
of opinion had the agenda been more comprehensive. 
Some difference of opinion was expressed over continua- 
tion of the Conference, though the decision to call an- 
other session within a year is not an indication that it 
will become a permanent body. That issue will doubt- 
less be more pertinent at the next assembly. And if in 
the interim the machinery established by the Confer- 
ence to implement its decisions, and the leaders en- 
trusted with the task, indicate a capacity to succeed, 
there is no reason why the life of the Conference should 
not be prolonged so long as there is need for its services. 
In such event steps should be taken to ensure the preser- 

vation of its democratic nature, and this might entail 
the holding of periodic elections. 

The significance of the Conference from the Zionist 


point of view has been adequately pointed out by every 


commentator and writer, and need not be labored here. 
In brief, the claims previously advanced by Zionists to 
the effect that the great majority of American Jews are 
sympathetic to the Zionist cause were shown to have 
heen, if anything, understatements. The logical exposi- 
ion of the Zionist case both in committee and on the 
floor of the Conferenee, the demonstration of the tre- 
mcendous emotional appeal which Zionism possesses for 
the masses of Jews undoubtedly affected many delegates 
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who had come to the Conference without fixed convic- 
tions. The tide of Zionist sentiment was irresistible. 

Zionists, who composed a working majority of the 
delegation, bore themselves with dignity and honor. Every 
courtesy and every opportunity to speak was furnished 
the “opposition,” but the latter dwindled away to less 
than the number of fingers on one hand. 

The effect which the Conference has upon Jewish 
group morale in this country is obvious. Its spiritual 
value to the huddled Jewish masses who remain alive in 
Europe and who hear only snatches of the news from 
overseas, can well be imagined. And it remains to be 
seen what value the Conference will have vis-a-vis the 
non-Jewish world in effectuating the decisions taken. In 
this latter field the Conference is yet to face its supreme 
test, for all the fine speeches and all the resolutions and 
all the applause will be as naught if there are no tangible, 
real, substantial results. 


Judge Mack 


Even the distinguished array of prominent American 
Zionists who join, elsewhere in this number, in paying 
tribute to the memory of the late Judge Julian W. Mack, 
can not adequately in words describe the role which he 
played during a critical period in our movement. To 
tell of his association with Judge Brandeis in one of 
the early struggles which left its mark on the organiza- 
tion, to list his interests in those institutions which were 
devoted to the building of a sound and stable economy 
in Palestine, such as the Palestine Electric Corporation, 
the Palestine Potash Company, the Palestine Economic 
Corporation and its predecessors, to tell of the mildness 
of his spirit and the greatness of his soul, make the pic- 
ture fall short of the mark. 

He was a complete, an integrated personality, kin to 
Justice Brandeis in his ability to capture and harmonize 
the essence of both Americanism and Zionism. Un- 
numbered are those in Zionism today who owe their 
inspiration, their early guidance, to him. 

It is sometimes forgotten, in appraising Judge Mack, 
the American and the Zionist, that he was a great 
jurist as well. His pre-eminence as a judge was shown 
on many occasions, and particularly was recognized when 
he was appointed a member of the United States Com- 
merce Court in 1910, though he was of a different politi- 
cal party from President Taft, who named him. Tt 
should be recalled that in crucial cases involving the 
status of the Interstate Commerce Commission his dis- 
sent was the basis of the final opinion handed down 
by the United States Supreme Court. 

Judge Mack was one of the giants in American Zion- 
ism. He will be grievously missed. 
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Declaration on Palestine 


ADOPTED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE, WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1943 


E, Jewish citizens of the United States, dwelling in 

security in this our beloved land, which, because of 
‘ts democratic institutions and just laws, “gives to big- 
otry no sanction and to persecution no assistance,” and 
dedicated in undivided loyalty to the noble spirit of our 
country, are gathered here as an American Jewish Con- 
ference, a democratically elected body representative 
of American Jewry, to cope with the tragic problems 
of our fellow Jews all over the world. We make the 
following declaration of principles as to the relation 
between the Jewish people, the Homeland in Palestine 
and the world need for post-war reconstruction. 


The Jewish problem has been made one of the central 
elements in the present assault on civilization. In a 
world wide Nazi-Fascist conspiracy its exploitation has 
constituted the initial phase of the assault. Its solu- 
tion is an integral part of the conditions needed for 
an enduring peace. 


In the first world war, the civilized nations pointed 
to a solution of the Jewish problem through the recon- 
struction of the Jewish Homeland in Palestine with 
which the Jewish people has been bound up historically 
and religiously throughout the centuries. This was 
expressed in the Balfour Declaration, issued by the 
British Government, after consultation between the 
Allied and Associated Powers, on November 2, 1917, 
and in the Mandate for Palestine accorded to Great 
Britain in 1922, with the consent of the fifty-one mem- 
ber nations of the League of Nations and with the 
unanimous approval of the Congress of the United 
States. 


On the basis of this international covenant the Jewish 
people set itself to the task of recreating its historic 
Homeland in Palestine. In the course of twenty-five 
years, it has demonstrated a constructive capacity which 
has already had a profound effect both on the hopes 
and outlook of the Jewish people, and on a country 
which had for centuries been regarded as one of the 
derelict areas of the world. The progress of all sections 
of Palestine, Arab as well as Jewish, under the stimulus 
of the developing Jewish Homeland is one of the most 
notable phenomene of our time; the contribution of 
democratic Jewish Palestine to the victories of the 
armies of the United Nations in the Near East has 
been a significant vindication of the policy initiated by 
world opinion and carried out in the labors and sacri- 
fices of the Jewish people. 


This period of reconstruction, however, has coincided 
with a general deterioration of world order and inter- 
national morality. Chief among the victims of this 
deterioration have been the millions of Jews in Europe. 
Yet despite the fact that the conditions which made 
imperative the re-establishment of the Jewish Home- 
land a quarter of a century ago have been intensified 
beyond the darkest forebodings, the rights interna- 
tionally guaranteed to the Jewish people with respect 
to Palestine have been progressively whittled down on 
grounds of administrative and political expediency un- 
til, with the promulgation of the White Paper of May, 
1939, the solemn promise made to the Jewish people 
was virtually nullified and the last hope of millions of 
homeless Jews threatened with extinction. 


? 


The American Jewish Conference, meeting at a time 
when the policies of the peace are in the making, and 
conscious of its historic responsibility and of its posi- 
tion as representative of American Jewry and spokes- 
man for the silenced Jewish communities of Europe, 
ealls for the loyal and faithful fulfillment of the cove- 
nant entered into between the nations of the world and 
the Jewish people. 


We call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, 
and of the Mandate for Palestine, whose intent and 
underlying purpose, based on the “historical connection 
of the Jewish people with Palestine’, was to reconsti- 
tute Palestine as the Jewish Commonwealth. 


We demand the immediate withdrawal in its entirety 
of the Palestine White Paper of May, 1939, with its 
unwarranted restrictions on Jewish immigration and 
land settlement. The White Paper is a violation of 
the rights accorded to the Jewish people under the 
Mandate for Palestine. It was characterized by Mr. 
Winston Churchill in the House of Commons as ‘a 
breach and a repudiation of the Balfour Declara- 
tion”. The Permanent Mandates Commission of the 
League of Nations refused to recognize its legality or 
its moral validity. 


The Conference demands that the gates of Palestine 
be opened to Jewish immigration, and that the Jewish 
Agency, recognized under the Mandate as the author- 
ized representative of the Jewish people, be vested with 
authority to direct and regulate immigration into Pales- 
tine, to develop to the maximum the agricultural and 
industrial possibilities and the natural resources of the 
country, and to utilize its uncultivated and unoccupied 
lands for Jewish colonization and for the benefit of the 
country as a whole. 


The measures here urged constitute the essential pre- 
requisites for'the attainment of a Jewish majority and 
for the re-creation of the Jewish Commonwealth. 


In the pursuit of its objective of a Jewish Common- 
wealth, the Jewish people has steadfastly held before 
it the ideals which shall integrate Jewish Palestine 
within the new democratic world structure. The Jewish 
people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and 
preservation of the religious, linguistic and cultural 
rights of the Arab population of Palestine, and to the 
civil and religious equality of all its inhabitants before 
the law. The inviolability of the Holy Places of the 
various religions shall be guaranteed. 


The Jewish people reaffirms its readiness and desire 
for full cooperation with its Arab neighbors in Pales- 
tine and, in the work of its own national redemption, 
welcomes the economic and political development of the 
Arab peoples of the Near East. 


On the basis both of the part it has played in the 
history of civilization, and of its present achievement 
in Palestine, the Jewish people believes that the Jewish 
Commonwealth to be established will represent another 
fundamental contribution to the social and political 
ideals of the world. It will finally answer the agonized 
ery of the most martyred of peoples, and enable it to 
take its rightful place in that progressive order of man- 
kind which, we pray, may issue from the present 
struggle. 
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We Expect Justice From the World 


By HENRY MONSKY 


N addressing the first session of the American Jewish 
Congress in December, 1918, the late Louis Marshall, 
that preeminent Jewish leader and statesman, said: 

“The future of Palestine is no longer a mooted question. 
It has become a settled question. The action of the 
British Government as announced by its eminent spokes- 
man, Mr. Balfour, endorsed as it has been by France, 
Italy, Serbia, Greece and other of the Allied Nations— 
approved as it has been by the President of the United 
States—will undoubtedly receive at the Peace Confer- 
ence which is about to assemble at Versailles, the sanc- 
tion of all the nations of the world.” Mr. Marshall made 


the further significant statement: “We here in America ° 


sympathize with every Jewish aspiration.” 


Progress of Palestine 


Encouraged by the Balfour Declaration and the Man- 
date for Palestine, the Yishwv in Palestine, with the aid 
and support (regrettably not too universal nor adequate) 
of the Jewish community throughout the world, has 
wrought a miraculous change in Palestine. In the past 
ten years, the most tragic in all of Jewish history, Pales- 
tine has absorbed more than 280,000 Jewish immigrants. 


More than 40,000 Jewish refugees have entered Palestine 
since the outbreak of the present war. The Jewish 
population has grown from 55,000 at the close of the 
first World War to over 550,000 in 1942. We have in- 
vested in Palestine during the last two decades an esti- 
mated total of $560,000,000, of which approximately 
$100,000,000 came from Jewish national and public funds. 

Social, cultural and religious institutions established 
in Palestine represent an achievement of the most roman- 
tic character. These institutions are beginning to serve 
as a source of inspiration to the Jewish communities 
throughout the world. Can there be any question that 
Palestine, in the light of long-term planning, presents 
the most realistic single opportunity for the resettlement 
of large numbers of the unfortunate and harassed of 
our people? 

A Right to Expect 

Can there be any doubt that, consonant with the prin- 
ciples of freedom, justice and self-determination, basic 
in the war aims of the United Nations, there will be, 
after the complete triumph of the Democracies, an Op- 
portunity for the realization of the purpose and aims 
of the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate? 


General view of the assembled delegates, photographed at the opening session. 
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Can there be any question that we have a right to hope 


for and expect the victorious United Nations, in the 
name of justice and humanity to make Palestine avail- 
able to the greatest extent possible to those of our people 
who desire to make it their homeland? The development 
in Palestine, notwithstanding all of the difficulties, polit- 
ical and economic, and notwithstanding the setbacks that 
have come about as a consequence of the war, and weak 
and uncertain appeasement diplomacy, must be recog- 
nized as an heroic and thrilling chapter in Jewish history. 

Can there be any substantial difference of opinion 
with respect to the flagrant injustice of the White Paper 
of 1939? It has been correctly described, not only by 
Jews, but by non-Jewish public opinion and by statesmen 
in the Congress of the United States and in the British 
Parliament, as ‘cruel and indefensible.” In June, 1939, 
Winston Churchill, whose magnificent leadership of the 
British people in the present crisis has won the esteem, 
the admiration and affection of all freedom loving men 
throughout the universe, made the declaration in Par- 
liament: “There is much in this White Paper which is 
alien to the spirit of the Balfour Declaration—I shall 
feel personally embarrassed in the most acute manner 
if I lent myself by silence or inaction to what I must 
regard as an act of repudiation.” 


The Arab Problem 


We are not unaware of the difficulties in Arab-Jewish 
relations, unquestionably aggravated by and largely the 
result of Nazi anti-Semitic propaganda and political 
stimulation. The removal or dissipation of this cause 
after a United Nations victory, and following the anni- 
hilation of the sources of hate, will bring, in my Judgment, 
a completely changed attitude on the part of the Arab 
population. The utilization by enemy propaganda ma- 
chinery of any disaffection between the Jews and Arabs 
is understandable. The readiness, however, with which 
those of our own people who, however earnestly and 
sincerely they disagree with certain ideological concepts, 
appropriate, adopt and help to spread such propaganda, is 
incomprehensible, and represents a malady in Jewish life. 

The tragedies that have overwhelmed mankind as a 
result of the diplomacy of expediency as distinguished 
from rigorous adherence to the principles of justice and 
equity, should serve as a compelling admonition, to those 
who plan the post-war world, of the bankrupt character 
of the whole appeasement doctrine. The ‘Treaty. of 
Friendship” signed by Emir Feisal and Chaim Weizmann 
in January, 1919, expressed most cordial good will and 
understanding for Jewish aspirations in Palestine and 
endorsed the fullest guarantee for carrying into effect 
the cooperation of Jews and Arabs for their common 
destiny. That this attitude was changed under the 
leadership of the Mufti of Jerusalem, the collaborator 
of the Axis, is not strange. 


Will to Survive 


The Yishuv has courageously continued its coloniza- 
tion and the development of Palestine. Its will to survive 
in the face of all obstacles, its determination to reclaim 
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and establish Palestine as a homeland, have resisted and 
overcome every frustration. I make bold to predict that 
with the advent of peace and the restoration of friendly 
relationships between the various peoples of the earth, 
this affliction of Arab-Jewish dissension will run its 
course and substantially disappear. 

There are different points of view in this Conference 
with respect to Palestine. The diversity of opinion runs 
the whole course, from the minimum, which subscribes 
to the support of Palestine as a haven of refuge and as 
a spiritual and cultural center, to the maximum, repre- 
sented by the concept of a Jewish state in Palestine. 


No Special Privileges 


There are some among our people who view with 
anxiety, if not alarm, any forthright expression by the 
Jewish community on behalf of our fellow Jews in time 
of war. This attitude, in my opinion, is a grievous mis- 
take. It grows out of the fallacious notion that we are 
asking for special privileges—that we desire to be singled 
out for special consideration. The sad and irrefutable 
fact is that we have been singled out for persecution, 
for oppression, for destruction. Our demand is only 
this—that we shall enjoy in common with all free men 
the freedoms for which our beloved nation and its allies 
are now engaged in a global conflict. All that we ask 
for is that justice shall be done. 


‘The National Idea 


By ABBA HILLEL SILVER 


If we surrender our national and historic claim to 
Palestine and rely solely on the refugee philanthropic 
appeal, we shall lose our case as well as do violence: to 
the historic hopes of our people. On the basis of sheer 
philanthropy, of satisfying pressing immigration needs, 
Palestine has already done its full share for Jewish refu- 
gees. It, has taken in more than one-half of the total 
Jewish refugees of the world, and the Palestine Arabs 
and their sympathizers in England and here have been 
quick to point out that Palestine has already done all 
that can be expected from a small country and far more 
than most of the larger countries have done. 

It is because Palestine is the Jewish Homeland that 
we have the right to insist upon unrestricted immigra- 
tion. It is because of the historic connection of the 
Jewish people with that land, that the Mandatory Gov- 
ernment in the first place undertook to reconstitute it 
as a National Home and pledged itself to facilitate Jew- 
ish immigration and the close settlement of the Jews 
upon the land. In other words, it is on the national idea 
that the upbuilding of Palestine as a place of large scale 
Jewish immigration has always rested and can alone 
continue to rest. Our right to immigration in the last 
analysis is predicated upon the right to build the Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine. They are interlinked and 
inseparable. 

To ask, therefore, the Jewish people to abdicate the 
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The Palestine Committee, 
of which Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver was chairman, Rob- 
ert P. Goldman, vice-chair: 
man, and Meyer W. Weis- 
gal, secretary. 


political positions which after centuries it finally ac- 
quired in Palestine, or by remaining silent about them, to 
suggest to the world that we have abandoned them, on 
the vain assumption that this would lead to the opening 
of the doors of Palestine to large-scale Jewish immigra- 
tion, is utterly fantastic. I am for unity, but here I must 
point out in all humility that unity of action in a 
democratic organization depends not upon unanimity but 
upon the willingness of the minority to submit to the 
decisions of the majority. 7 
It is folly to expect universal agreement among five 
million Jews of-America, or among their chosen repre- 
sentatives here, on all basic problems affecting Jewish 
life. It is folly to expect to. It is naive to anticipate it. 
However, this is no reason for avoiding these basic prob- 
lems. This is no reason for preventing the majority from 
endorsing the program which the minority may not be 
inclined to endorse. If the overwhelming majority of the 
American Jewish people believe in the upbuilding of a 
Jewish Commonwealth, they should have the right, 
through the medium of this solemn conclave, to say so 
and to make their demand upon the world. 


An analysis of the composition of the 
American Jewish Conference 


Lawyers and judges 27% 
Rabbis 20% 


16% 

Organization executives and 
professional workers 4% 
Writers, editors, journalists. . 4% 
Physicians and dentists 2% 
Teachers 1% 


13% 


Toward Mutual Understanding 
By LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 


Public discussion of Zionism in 1943 need not be char- 
acterized merely by appeal to passion and emotion. The 
cold, hard realities of life during the past ten years have, 
in my opinion, vindicated all that the founders of Zionism 
wrote and uttered years ago. With startling clarity they 
probed to the very essence of the Jewish problem. They 
were not prophets who could foresee the future, but they 
did recognize that given conditions would necessarily lead 
to given results, and they indicated that the anomalous 
position occupied by the Jews of Europe in the social, 
political and’economic life of their respective countries, 
no matter what the degree of so-called “emancipation”, 
would inevitably lead to certain dire consequences. The 
Zionists have been among the leading scientific sociolo- 
gists of modern times, recognizing a vital human problem 
and advocating a planned solution whose feasibility has 
already been amply demonstrated by the marvelous 
achievements of the Yishuv in Palestine. 


The Original Formula 


Forty-six years ago they offered a simple, precise 
formula known as the Basle Program. Its intent and 
scope were obvious. With a minimum of verbiage it 
advocated the establishment in Palestine of a legally 
secured, publicly assured national home for the Jewish 
people. In the forty-six years that have intervened, 
there have been many attempts to improve upon that 
first definition, to clarify it, to extend it, to redefine the 
terms. I cannot say that all these efforts have succeeded. 
Indeed, much of the confusion that has beset us, and 
many of the misunderstandings that have occurred, have 
been caused by semantic difficulties, the inability to 
express in precise words exactly what we mean. When 
our Zionist objectives are defined in clear and unam- 
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biguous terms, prejudices frequently disappear and op- 
ponents become friends of the cause. 

The speakers tonight will no doubt speak in language 
which brooks of no misunderstanding. And those who 
thought they were poles apart may discover after all 
that the only thing dividing them is words and phrases. 
If tonight’s discussion will succeed in hacking away the 
accumulation of many years’ growth of definitions, ex- 
planations, theories, and so-called elucidations, we shall 
have made a valuable contribution to the clarification 
of the essence of the Jewish problem. At this Conference 
I hope we shall all see light. One need not be optimistic 
to believe that we may lower the walls of separation 
that have in the past divided the various groups and 
individuals constituting this Conference, and, as the re- 
sult of our deliberations, bring us all closer together. 


To Alter Opinions 


It should hardly be necessary to remind any of the 
delegates that open-mindedness and willingness to alter 
opinions in the face of demonstrated logic is a mark of 
intellectual honesty and moral courage. Such honesty 
and courage were displayed in 1918 by that giant in 
American Israel, Louis Marshall. 

If, however, differ we must at this Conference, we 
should demonstrate to our own satisfaction and to the 
chagrin of our enemies, that even when we disagree, we 
can do so as gentlemen and as friends. 


A Program of Rescue 
By ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 


S there a feasible program of large-scale rescue for 
the Jews of Europe? There is. It has been called 
to the attention of our government and the British 

more than once— 

1) to curb further massacres by sternly warning the 
gangster nation, now, when it feels the might of the 
attacking force, that there will be retribution, and by 
setting up without delay a tribunal of investigation in 
which Jews, as the chief victims, should have a repre- 
sentative; 

2) to save Jews in Ghettoes from starving to death by 
getting in food, either by negotiations similar to those 
which resulted in the feeding program for the Greeks, or 
else through underground channels; 
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3) to secure the release of considerable numbers of 
Jews from the lands of Germany’s satellites who, quiver- 
ing in the face of their impending defeat, may be not 
unwilling to store up at least one merit to their accounts; 

4) to encourage neighboring neutral countries to pro- 
vide témporary asylums to such as can be rescued by 
undertaking the financial obligation for their support 
and the guarantee of their permanent settlement else- 
where after the war; 

5) to provide for the settlement in Palestine of large 
numbers of such Jews as can be rescued, for Palestine is 
not only accessible over land routes, thus avoiding the 
problem of shipping space, but it is, of all places, best 
prepared, physically, economically, socially, culturally 
and spiritually to accommodate large numbers of Jews, 
thanks to the foundations which have been laid by the 
Zionist movement. All that is necessary is to annul the 
White Paper which has shut the gates of Palestine. 
Illegal because it was repudiated by the Mandates Com- 
mission of the League of Nations, and immoral because 
it broke a pledge given by the strongest of empires to the 
weakest of peoples, this White Paper is in effect a death 
warrant for hundreds of thousands of Jews. If there is 
still a conscience in Humanity, it must be annulled and 
the gates of Palestine must be opened wide. 


If There’s a Will 


A sufficient portion of this rescue program is feasible to 
make possible the rescue of hundreds of thousands, if 
there were the will to do it. But, alas, the will for a great 
salvation is weak. Hence the piddling ineffectiveness at 
Bermuda and since Bermuda; hence the self-exonerating 
references by our State Department to the numbers of 
refugees who have been accommodated on our shores 
since 1933, all of them within the existing immigration 
quotas, as if a single additional Jewish life can be saved 
thereby. 

Of course we are grateful for all the aid that has been 
given. Jewish tradition teaches that even the saving of 
one life is of cosmic. significance. Of course we are 
solaced by the expressions of sympathy from religious 
and secular quarters. But the will to undertake a bold, 
great’ program of rescue is lacking. It is a scale and 
tempo of a resolution of sympathy every now and then, 
a thread of assistance every now and then, a little help 
here and there, a bagatellizing, temporizing, compromis- 


The Organization Commit- 
tee—Judge Meter Stein- 
brink, chairman, Daniel 
Frisch, vice-chairman, Mrs. 
Harry Berkman, secretary. 
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ing program, instead of a great, passionate, moral urge 
to say to the doomed Jews of Europe: 

“To you, whom we welcome as our national allies, who 
have been the first of Hitler’s victims and have borne 
such lacerations as no other people has borne, to you we 
say with all our hearts, wherever there is room, and most 
of all in your motherland of Eretz Yisrael, let the 
hounded of your people find rest, respite and salvation.” 


We Face Two Wars 


By STEPHEN S. WISE 


This is an American Jewish Conference. American 
and Jewish! Jewish, because as a people we have lived 
and battled, with uncountable victims and casualties. 
through the most awful war in history. Not war but 
wars! One war in which all the free nations fought, 
and Jews among the free nations fought as of them and 
with them and for them, in every country in which Jews 
dwell—goodly numbers throughout the British Empire, 
the Soviet Union, and these United States. And we have 
fought or been fought and outfought in another war: 
the war of the enemies of freedom against Jews in ful- 
fillment of a thousand threats to exterminate the Jews. 
We have borne our full share of the war. In addition. 
there has been a Jewish war, a war in which Jews were 
singled out as the victims, not as casualties of war but 
as victims of extermination, the dread and, alas, almost 
completely successful threat of extermination. No peo- 
ple, though its population were five or ten times as large 
as the numbers of world Jewry, has suffered losses com- 
parable to that of the Jewish people in the war of anti- 
Jewish extinction. In that war of Jewish extinction 
one-fourth and more of our numbers have perished. 


Threat of Extermination 


As every American gathering aims to preserve and 
safeguard America, so the American Jewish Conference 


Post-War Problems Com- 
mittee — Rabbi Irving 
Miller, chairman, Profes- 
sor Hayim Fineman, vice- 
chairman, Mrs. Archibald 


Silverman, secretary. 
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aims to preserve and safeguard America, and beyond 
that, to preserve and defend the Jewish people. Hitler 
said, and Goebbels echoed: “The Jewish people must be 
exterminated.” The American Jewish Conference accepts 
the challenge and answers: The Jewish people will not 
be exterminated, and joins in the high resolve and resist- 
less determination of the United Nations that never 
more shall leader or gangster, Chancellor or President, 
be permitted even to threaten unrebuked and unpunished 
the extermination of a people or race or faith. A free 
world will never again passively wait for the fulfillment 


of such a threat as it, alas, waited from 1933 to 1939. » 


Such a threat will indict and convict its authors, in the 
sight and with the sanction of all the world, of destructive 
intent and purpose not against the Jew alone, not against 
any people or faith, but against our common civilization 
and freedom. 

We are bidden to think clearly and to act effectively. 
To think clearly is to think not with confusing preposses- 
sions or prejudices but with open-mindedness and clarity, 
with mind single to the needs of the hour. Each of us 
represents a segment of Jewish life. All of us together 
serve the whole of Israel. We shall be truer to Jewry 
in its entirety only if we remember the best and highest 
in the group or faction that sent us here. 


Treachery to Israel 
By JAMES G. HELLER 


By a vote of more than three to one, the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, at its Convention in New 
York in June, declared that the American Council for 
Judaism is a disruptive force, that at a tragic time in 
Jewish history it had chosen to attack and to attempt 
to destroy the greatest hope of the Jewish people, that 
it had drawn an unreal and misleading distinction be- 
tween faith ahd people. The Central Conference ex- 
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pressed the hope that the American Council for Judaism 
would disband. Instead of harkening to their colleagues, 
the Rabbis who constituted the American Council for 
Judaism have now organized in various communities, 
drawn in some laymen, and attempted to launch a more 
intensive program of action. 

The most recent and outrageous action of this’ group 
is the publication in the New York Times, this morning, 
of a lengthy statement over the signatures of 26 Reform 
Rabbis and of 86 laymen, which comprises the tradi- 
tional misrepresentation and the dangerous fallacies of 
this group. Without doubt, its inception and its dissemi- 
nation at this time are no accident, but calcufated as a 
counterblast against the American Jewish Conference. 
For some time members of this group have striven to 
give the impression that they represent a considerable 
proportion of the Jews of this country and that the 
Zionists are guilty of constant misrepresentation in 
regard to the convictions of the mass of American Jews. 
This Conference is now definite proof that the over- 
whelming majority of the Jewish citizens of this country 
are Zionists in their sympathies. 

The American Council for Judaism represents a com- 
paratively small minority of the Reform Rabinate. It 
represents an infinitesimal minority of the Jewish laity 
of the United States. 

Any group in American Jewish life had the right to 
come to this meeting, to state its point of view and to 
agitate for it. The American Council for Judaism has 
a number of men at this Conference. To issue this 
statement at this time, totally outside its, merit or demerit 
in and of itself, is a disservice to this representative body, 
and is a denial in Jewish life of that very democracy 
which this statement declares it loves and serves. 

As a Reform Rabbi, as a Zionist, as an American Jew, 
whatever may be the motive of the men responsible for 
this statement, I denominate it here as treachery to the 
cause of Israel, and in the widest and deepest sense, to 
the cause of justice and humanity which our country and 
its Allies are pledged to save and serve. 


The General Committee, 
supreme _ administrative 
board of the Conference. 
Chairman was Louis Lip- 
sky, vice-chairman, Her- 
man Shulman, and secre- 
tary, Maurice Bisgyer. 


Set Aside Differences 


By JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER 


We are trying to write a new chapter in the long 
struggle for the rights of Jews. As one who has fought 
that fight for many a long year until I can say that 
I have grown gray in the service of my people, I dare 
to view the future with optimism and with confidence. 
I recall the superb contribution of my revered prede- 
cessor in the presidency of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee, the late Louis Marshall, when, with his co- 
workers, he faced 25 years ago a task like that which 
you and I face tonight. Then, too, there were differ- 
ences of ideology; no man abandoned his principles, but 
all pulled together to achieve a great common good 


The Voice of American Jewry 


Statement Presented by Henry Monsky and Adopted Unani- 
mously by the American Jewish Conference, August 31, I 943 


The American Council for Judaism, a body of 
100 men speaking for themselves, has seen fit to 
issue a statement in the name of “Americans of 
Jewish faith” at a time when the American Jewish 
Conference, a democratically elected body, repre- 
senting every major Jewish organization and com- 
munity in the United States, is seeking to unite 
American Jews on a common program for the solu- 
tion of the tragic problems confronting world Jewry. 

The timing of this action must be characterized 
as unsportsmanlike and reprehensibly impertinent. 
It is calculated to confuse American public opinion 
and to disrupt the American Jewish community. 
Today the delegates here assembled, representing 
every point of view, are united in their repudiation 
of this attempt to sabotage the collective Jewish 
will to achieve a unified program. 
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Committee on General 
Resolutions — Mortimer 
May, chairman, Sigmund 
W. David, vice-chairman, 
Rabbi Solomon Rosenberg, 
secretary. 


SON 
RIV 


for Israel. Truly in the words of Isaiah: “They helped 
everyone his brother, and everyone said to his brother, 
be of good courage.” And I draw inspiration and cour- 
age, as I am sure every one of you will draw them, from 
the great wisdom, sacrifice and foresight which enabled 
men like Marshall and Brandeis, Wise and Mack, War- 
burg and Weizmann, and the many, many others to set 
aside differences and to achieve a program of joint action 
for Jewry. 

We have a right to take courage, also, from the great 
achievements of Jewish organizations at home and 
abroad in the task of rehabilitation. We are united in 
recognizing the superb achievement made by our people 
in Palestine, in our admiration for the skill and devo- 
tion which has transformed the desert into the farm, 
the factory, the vineyard and the orange grove. We 


Above, Dr. Solomon Gold- 
man, in a characteristic 
pose. Right, Committee on 
Rescue—Louis I. Fabri- 
cant, chairman, Isaac 
Heller, vice-chairman, 
Sarah Feder, secretary. 


rejoice to know that there are today 600,000 Jewish 
people living under their own vine and fig tree. Jews 
throughout the world, and particularly in America, re- 
gardless of their ideologies, have been glad and proud 
to help in this epic achievement. And there are many 
in this room numbered among those to whom Jewry 
owes a deep debt of gratitude for this superb creation. 
We are as one in our concern for its preservation and 
upbuilding. 


THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 


Which Will Implement Decisions of the Con- 
ference and Call the Next Session 


Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi James G. Heller, 
Robert Szold, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Daniel Frisch, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, Harry 
A. Pine, Judith G. Epstein, Rose Halprin, Dr. Stephen. 
S. Wise, Louis Lipsky, Carl Sherman, Rabbi Irving 
Miller, Mrs. Stephen S. Wise, Professor Hyman Ett- 
linger, Rabbi Joseph S. Shubow, Sigmund W. David, 
Herman Hoffman, Herman Stern, Simon Segel, 
Henry Monsky, David Blumberg, Frank Goldman, 
Sidney Kusworm, Mrs. Maurice Turner, Julius Liv- 
ingston, Maurice Bisgver, Gedaliah Bublick, Rabbi 
S. Federbush, Mrs. B. J. Goldstein, Rabbi William B. 
Drazin, J: David Delman, Dr. Samuel Nirenstein, 
Professor Hayim Fineman, Devorah Rothbart, Louis 
Segal, David Wertheim, Baruch Zuckerman, Edgar 
J. Kaufmann, George Fredman, Isidor Sack, Mrs. 
M. L. Goldman, Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, Charles 
P. Kramer, Louis J. Moss, and Dr. Louis M. Levitsky. 
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THE NEW PALESTINE 


Impressions of a Veteran Zionist 


Chairman of the Palestine Committee of the First Jewish Congress 
Underlines the Present Tasks 


By DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD 


LL who attended the Conference must have been im- 
pressed by the character of the body and by its 
deliberations. It was an assembly of high order 

in intelligence and in spirit; it acted wisely and fear- 
iessly with full sense of its responsibility. Its dignity 
was manifested in the relations between the varied groups 
which represented all classes of American Jewry and 
wide divergence in general outlook upon the needs of 
our people. Its self restraint was shown when it was 
confronted by the effrontery of the newspaper attack, 
which was like a rock thrown through the window into 
the gathering. The act was properly denounced in a few 
short statements and the matter closed. 

The discussions were earnest and thoughtful, and the 
addresses were of high level, some indeed were of ex- 
ceptional quality in content and in oratory. The vast 
body of delegates and guests also gave evidence of deep 
feeling, notably during the discussions of the Palestine 
problem; listening with rapt attention to the reading of 
the report of the Committee on Palestine, it broke out 
in applause at the all but unanimity of the vote, and 
with spontaneity in singing the Hatikvah; it was deeply 
moving. 

The First Resolution 


The Conference brought to mind the first American 
Jewish Congress in Philadelphia twenty-five years ago. 
There was much alike in both. This is seen in the 
similarity of the Palestine Resolutions of this Confer- 
ence and of the Congress a quarter of a century ago; 
the latter, I may tell you, was read to that Assembly 
by me, as Chairman of the Palestine Committee, and 
was as follows: 

Resolved, That the American Jewish Congress in- 
struct their delegation to Europe to cooperate with 
representatives of other Jewish Organizations and 
specifically with the World Zionist Organization, to 
the end that the Peace Conference may recognize the 
aspirations and historic claims of the Jewish people 
in regard to Palestine, and declare that in accordance 
with the British Government’s Declaration of No- 
vember 2, 1917, endorsed by the allied Governments 
and the President of the United States, there shall 
be established such political, administrative and eco- 
nomic conditions in Palestine as will assure under 
the trusteeship of Great Britain, acting on behalf of 
such a league of nations as may be formed, the de- 
velopment of Palestine into a Jewish Commonwealth ; 
it being clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which shall prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Pales- 


tine, or the rights and political status, enjoyed by 
Jews in any other country. 


Mack’s Statement 


Summing up the significance of the adoption of the 
resolution, the late Judge Julian W. Mack, Chairman 
of the Congress, made this statement: 


The resolutions adopted in reference to Palestine 
are an acceptance on behalf of American Jewry of 
the opportunities for the Jewish people that have been 
offered by Great Britain, endorsed by France, Italy, 
and Serbia, and which will undoubtedly be confirmed 
by the Peace Congress. President Wilson, in his 
letter of August 20, 1918, to Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, 
expressed his complete sympathy with the Zionistic 
Aims. | | 

Great Britain has been specified as the Trustee in 
the firm belief that the United States desires no 
trusteeship or protectorate over any of the peoples 
in Asia Minor, and in recognition not only of Great 
Britain’s leadership in redeeming Palestine from the 
rule of the Turk, and in declaring for its dedication 
as a National Homeland for the Jewish people, but 
also because of her peculiar fitness to act in this 
territory on behalf of the League of Nations. 


It was further resolved that the American Jewish 
Congress elect a delegation of not more than seven mem- 
bers to leave as soon as possible for Europe, where in 
cooperation with representatives of the Jews of other 
lands it was to use its best endeavors to realize the ob- 
jects for which the Congress was established. 

The opposition to the calling of that Congress was 
vehement. The Central Conference took quite a differ- 
ent attitude then, from the present. A rabbinical fellow- 
townsman of mine gave it public utterance as follows: 


The rabbis held that Zionism is not Judaism, that 
it is often used only as a disguise by Jews who have 
nothing in common with the Jewish faith and the 
synagogue. The resolution by which nationalism was 
rebuked was to the effect that the rabbis condemned 
every unreligious or irreligious movement among Jews. 
The Zionists in the Conference knew exactly what 
that resolution meant, and at what it was aimed. 
The Reverend Doctor Stephen S. Wise, of New York, 
who, as the recognized leader of the Zionists of 
America, and the Reverend Doctor Max Heller of 
New Orleans, also a leading exponent of Zionism, 
did all in their power to defeat the resolution, but 
they were overwhelmingly outvoted. 
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A Poor Prophet 
And he further declared: 


In the near future, when the Zionist movement will 
have receded far into the background, as it must, 
American Jews will recognize the signal service ren- 
dered the Jews of the country and the country at 
large by the sane and statesmanlike action of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. 


Such were his forebodings. 

In claiming our rights in Palestine at the Peace Con- 
ference we took upon ourselves a heavy responsibility, 
that of doing our part in the upbuilding of Palestine. 
We have suffered many disappointments in the manner 
in which Great Britain has carried out the Balfour 
Declaration. We Zionists have carried out our part of 
the contract. Our pioneers have labored and have built, 
have redeemed waste lands and planted them, have dried 
out marshes and settled colonies upon them, have reared 
towns and cities; we have helped to build up a: com- 
munity that has been able to receive great numbers of 
our fugitive brethren and is able and ready to receive 
many times more. We are greatly gratified because of 
the successful foundation of the National Homeland, 
and take just pride in the splendid pioneers of Hretz 
Yisrael in agriculture, in industry, in education, in science, 
in art, and in literature. 


The American Role 


What we in the United States have contributed is not 
little, but it is far short of what our five million brethren 
in this country could and should have done. I look 
forward to greatly increased activity in this country as 
a result of this American Jewish Conference. The ac- 
tivities which it has initiated, the published reports of 
its proceedings, and still more, the verbal reports of our 
delegates and guests to their communities throughout 
these United States will stimulate us to greater activity, 
and should arouse many from their state of apathy. We 
need ever greater devotion and sacrifice, for never was 
the situation of our people more critical, nor the Home- 
land in greater danger. 


We need strength, courage and determination in this 
distraught, war-ridden world. 


In looking back over half a century of association 
with Zionist activities, my memory goes back to the 
Chovevei Zion movement in the eighteen-nineties. I 
have witnessed an important period of our history; I 
have observed the growth of Zionism and what it has 
brought into Jewish life, all that it has created in Pales- 
tine. It appears to me as one of the great wonders, for 
it has been a hard struggle within our camp against the 
indifference and ignorance of large groups, and against 
fear and cowardice of men of power and influence; a 
hard struggle against inimical forces from without. But 
the foundation is laid. It is for us to make it secure 
and to help it grow into the Jewish Commonwealth. For 
this we need the fullest measure of sympathy and co- 
operation of the whole of American Jewry. 
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Tributes to Judge Mack 


The Deepest Convictions 


Judge Mack had lived and moved for a long time 
amidst perhaps the extremest anti-Zionists to be found 
anywhere in the country. He had won among them 
close personal friends, even as he had achieved high 
recognition throughout the country as a student and 
interpreter of thé law, as a jurist, a man of impeccable 
integrity and a communal leader of marked ability. Why, 
asked many of those who knew him in his early years, 
did he go over to Zionism? , 

He came, as do all men whose eyes are opened to the 
circumstances of Jewish existence and the logic of Jewish 
history. He was frightened by the smugness and obtuse- 
ness of Jewish isolationists who assumed that all was 
right with Israel because all was well with them, and 
that what was wrong, their charity could right. He 
was grieved that many found their lives burdensome 
for the lack of responsibility. He was pained because 
much of American-Jewish talent was untouched by the 
pathos of Jewish destiny and the sublimity of the Zion- 
ist dream. He had come to see clearly the superficiality, 
lie and cowardice of assimilation. He came to Zionism 
out of the deepest convictions, bringing to it, in addition 
to his personal prestige, rare qualities of mind and heart. 

This is not the moment in which to attempt an evalua- 
tion of the services he has rendered the movement. Suf- 
fice it to say that it is an amazing coincidence, and com- | 
forting to recall, that as our great leader was breathing 
his last, a Conference, representing well-nigh the whole of 
American Jewry, approved almost unanimously the cause 
to which he had dedicated the maturest and most fruitful 


part of his life. 
—SoLOMON GOLDMAN. 


Precious and Unforgettable 


Reverently I pay to Judge Julian W. Mack the memo- 
rial tribute of a disciple and friend. He judged all men 
in equity; he served in love; he led in wisdom; he cham- 
pioned the cause of social justice and human liberty. 
His proud devotion to Israel, its faith, its ideals and 
its definite hope of national restoration in Zion inspired 
a whole generation of men and made his name precious 
and unforgettable in the annals of our people. 


Dr. ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 


A Believer and a Doer 


Judge Julian W. Mack was a great American, and a 
believer in the American way of life. His life consti- 
tuted a synthesis of Americanism and Zionism. Uni- 
versally respected and beloved by men of all shades 
and opinions, he was largely responsible for drawing into 
active participation in Zionist work a new generation 
of American Jewish leadership. 
~ He was not only a believer, but a doer, as his achieve- 
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ments in behalf of a sound economic basis for Palestine 
testify. Those of us who were privileged to work 
closely with him revered him for his qualities of leader- 
ship, and for his earnestness and sincerity. A great 
judge, American, Zionist, Jew, he has left an indelible 
impress on the history of his time. 

RoseErRT SZOLD. 


End of a Chapter 


The passing of Judge Mack has brought to a close 
a chapter in American Jewish history from which the 
present Jewish leadership has drawn valuable experience 
and guidance. 

As a close associate of the late Supreme Court Justice 
Louis D. Brandeis, Judge Mack was both a directing 
and inspirational force during the first World War in 
securing for the oppressed Jewish communities in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe the rights of equal citizenship. 
Elected President in 1918 of the newly reconstituted 
Zionist Organization of America, Judge Mack’s tenure 
of office marked a turning point in the history of the 
Zionist movement in this country. Applying his judi- 
cial mind .and vision to the furtherance of the ideal 
which was so dear to his heart, Judge Mack, as head 
of the movement, wrought a phenomenal change in the 
organizational structure of the organization. Under his 
presidency the Zionist movement in the United States 
gained immeasurably in membership and prestige. 

Even in the years of his failing health he retained 
his abiding interest in the progress of the Zionist move- 
ment. During the two years in which I have served 
as President of the Zionist Organization of America I 
have derived much inspiration from the personal contact 
which I was privileged to have with Judge Mack. On 
numerous occasions, when confronted with trying prob- 
lems, I was fortified by him in the carrying out of diffi- 
cult Zionist tasks. His passing is a loss not only to 
Zionism but to America as a whole. 


JupGE Louis E. LEVINTHAL. 


Rendered Historic Service 


The death of Judge Julian W. Mack has taken from 
us one of the most honored and distinguished figures 
in American and Jewish life. I had the privilege of 
working close by the side of Judge Mack for more than 
two decades, and came to know him as a jurist who 
ranked with the foremost judges on the Federal bench. 

He was an American passionately devoted to funda- 
mental American concepts of freedom; a proud and 
courageous Jew who thoroughly understood the prob- 
lems of his people; a Zionist who brought prestige, honor 
and influence to his cause. Judge Mack strikingly illus- 
trated the point in the same way as did his illustrious 
co-worker, Louis D. Brandeis: that Americanism and 
Zionism are wholly compatible; that an espousal of 
Zionism is but an extension of American principles of 
liberty and democracy applied to the Jewish people. 


THE NEW PALESTINE 


As President of the Zionist Organization of America, 
as first chairman of the Jewish delegations at the Peace 
Conference following the first World War, and in count- 
less other directions, Judge Mack rendered inestimable 
and historic service. Always stressing fundamentals, 
always bringing his unmistakable integrity to bear upon 
the solution of the problems he dealt with, Judge Mack’s 
passing is an irreparable loss to America, to Israel, to 
the Zionist movement. 

Jupce Morris ROTHENBERG. 


Spokesman and Leader 


Judge Mack has been a Nestor in the Zionist move- 
ment in America. He came to Zionism through intel- 
lectual conviction in the mature years of his life, after 
a judicial weighing of the various factors involved in 
the Jewish problem. He brought to it a vigor and clarity 
of his brilliant mind and the rigid integrity of his soul. 
As President of the Zionist Organization of America 
he was a spokesman and leader during a momentous 
period in the history of Zionism. 

Judge Mack’s name in the annals of American Zionism 
will be recalled alongside that of the late Justice Louis 
D. Brandeis. Like Brandeis he by his public career and 
by his ideals exemplified the utter congeniality, nay the 
consanguinity, between Americanism and Zionism. A 
whole generation of American Jews have been influenced 
by his example. 

When Palestine will be re-established as a Jewish 
Commonwealth, as indeed it must be if there is still 
a conscience left in humanity, Julian Mack’s Zionism 
will have its fulfillment at last. 

Dr. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN. 


ee 
mewn 
ems 


Ce p BR e em ws 
“was! F 


The big sign leaves no room for doubt that service men are welcome at this 
recreation center in Palestine. 
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ments in behalf of a sound economic basis for Palestine 
testify. Those of us who were privileged to work 
closely with him revered him for his qualities of leader- 
ship, and for his earnestness and sincerity. A great 
judge, American, Zionist, Jew, he has left an indelible 
impress on the history of his time. 

ROBERT SZOLD. 


End of a Chapter 


The passing of Judge Mack has brought to a close 
a chapter in American Jewish history from which the 
present Jewish leadership has drawn valuable experience 
and guidance. 

As a close associate of the late Supreme Court Justice 
Louis D. Brandeis, Judge Mack was both a directing 
and inspirational force during the first World War in 
securing for the oppressed Jewish communities in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe the rights of equal citizenship. 
Elected President in 1918 of the newly reconstituted 
Zionist Organization of America, Judge Mack’s tenure 
of office marked a turning point in the history of the 
Zionist movement in this country. Applying his judi- 
cial mind:and vision to the furtherance of the ideal 
which was so dear to his heart, Judge Mack, as head 
of the movement, wrought a phenomenal change in the 
organizational structure of the organization. Under his 
presidency the Zionist movement in the United States 
gained immeasurably in membership and prestige. 

Even in the years of his failing health he retained 
his abiding interest in the progress of the Zionist move- 
ment. During the two years in which I have served 
as President of the Zionist Organization of America I 
have derived much inspiration from the personal contact 
which I was privileged to have with Judge Mack. On 
numerous occasions, when confronted with trying prob- 
lems, I was fortified by him in the carrying out of diffi- 
cult Zionist tasks. His passing is a loss not only to 
Zionism but to America as a whole. 


JupcE Louis E. LEVINTHAL. 


Rendered Historic Service 


The death of Judge Julian W. Mack has taken from 
us one of the most honored and distinguished figures 
in American and Jewish life. I had the privilege of 
working close by the side of Judge Mack for more than 
two decades, and came to know him as a jurist who 
ranked with the foremost judges on the Federal bench. 

He was an American passionately devoted to funda- 
mental American concepts of freedom; a proud and 
courageous Jew who thoroughly understood the prob- 
lems of his people; a Zionist who brought prestige, honor 
and influence to his cause. Judge Mack strikingly illus- 
trated the point in the same way as did his illustrious 
co-worker, Louis D. Brandeis: that Americanism ang 
Zionism are wholly compatible; that an espousal of 
Zionism is but an extension of American principles of 
liberty and democracy applied to the Jewish people. 


THE NEW PALESTINE ? 


As President of the Zionist Organization of America, 
as first chairman of the Jewish delegations at the Peace 
Conference following the first World War, and in count- 
less other directions, Judge Mack rendered inestimable 
and historic service. Always. stressing fundamentals, 
always bringing his unmistakable integrity to bear upon 
the solution of the problems he dealt with, Judge Mack’s 
passing is an irreparable loss to America, to Israel, to 
the Zionist movement. 

JupcE Morris ROTHENBERG. 


Spokesman and Leader 


Judge Mack has been a Nestor in the Zionist move- 
ment in America. He came to Zionism through intel- 
lectual conviction in the mature years of his life, after 
a judicial weighing of the various factors involved in 
the Jewish problem. He brought to it a vigor and clarity 
of his brilliant mind and the rigid integrity of his soul. 
As President of the Zionist Organization of America 
he was a spokesman and leader during a momentous 
period in the history of Zionism. 

Judge Mack's name in the annals of American Zionism 
will be recalled alongside that of the late Justice Louis 
D. Brandeis. Like Brandeis he by his public career and 
by his ideals exemplified the utter congeniality, nay the 
consanguinity, between Americanism and Zionism. A 
whole generation of American Jews have been influenced 
by his example. 

When Palestine will be re-established as a Jewish 
Commonwealth, as indeed it must be if there is still 
a conscience left in humanity, Julian Mack’s Zionism 
will have its fulfillment at last. 

Dr. IsRAEL GOLDSTEIN. 


The big sign leaves no room for doubt that service men are welcome at this 


recreation center in Palestine. 
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The Delegates Appraise the Conference 


Statements by Representative Delegates Indicate an Awareness of the Significance 
of the Assembly. Keynotes: Unity, Democracy, Action. 


Organic Unity of American Jews 


It is impossible at this early date to appraise in its far- 
reaching implications the deep significance of the convening 
of the American Jewish Conference and of the dignified and 
efficient manner in which the Conference carried out the task 
which had been entrusted to it. But one thing it has already 
demonstrated beyond a peradventure of doubt, and that is 
that it can become the long-sought-for melting-pot to fuse into 
one organic community all American Jews, regardless of 
nativity, world-outlook or economic status, and that Zionism 
is the only cause which can provide the necessary heat to 


effect such fusion. 


New York, N. Y. 


—Dr. MorDECcAI M. KAPLAN. 


A New Era in Jewish History 


The American Jewish Conference presented a mighty chal- 
lenge to American Jewry, which has been fully met to the 
complete satisfaction of all elements of Jewry. 

Viewing the totality of Jewish life and recognizing that as 
Jews we were confronted with the immediate as well as the 
post-war problem of saving the Jewish people and not merely 
the rescue of individuals, and with a courage most befitting 
a people so outraged, the Cenference has initiated a new era 
in the history of American and World Jewry. It spoke with 
almost complete unanimity, justly demanding the reconsti- 
tution of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

From this Conference, American Jewry has emerged a 
united Jewry, entitled to be proud of its accomplishments. 
I have every confidence that soon a_ new day will dawn with 
justice to the Jew throughout the World. 

I am proud that I had a share in this memorable event in 
Jewish life, however small it may have been. 

—JUDGE EMANUEL GREENBERG. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


An Emotional Experience 


It is impossible at this time to appraise the significance of 
the great meeting just ended. It struck me, however, that 
as an emotional experience it was without parallel. At the 
opening meeting, and at the Wednesday evening session, 
when the Palestine Resolution received the almost unanimous 
support of American Jewry, the room seemed filled to over- 
flowing. It was filled not only with the thousands of the 
living, but there seemed also.the spirits of many others who 
have prayed and lived and died for the establishment of an 
ideal brought closer by this historic. meeting. | 

“Zionism has always -combined reason and emotion. Reason 
ruled at the Conference in the spirit of moderation and con- 
cession from many groups. Emotion also influenced all of 
us—emotion for our stricken brethren to be translated into 
action, enthusiastic consecration to an ideal that seems nearer 
realization, prayerful thankfulness that we are permitted 
to see this new day of greater unity for greater work. 


—ISAAC S. HELLER. 
New Orleans, La. 
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Landmark in Zionist History 


The American Jewish Conference demonstrated the coming 
of age of the American Jewish community. Jews the world 
over viewed the proceedings of this assembly with great 
anxiety and with prayerful expectation. Indeed, all who 
have witnessed and participated in the deliberations of this 
Conference can now testify to its historic grandeur. 

With uncommon earnestness and deep concern, this Con- 
ference recalled the story of Jewish suffering, demanded 
the implementation of rescue and relief measures, proposed 
a post-war program of compelling justice and moral validity, 
and proclaimed the indestructibility of Israel’s will to live. 

Of transcending significance was the universal and almost 
unanimous acceptance of the Zionist program calling for the 
recreation of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. For years 
Zionists have contended that American Jewry had come to 
realize the centrality of the Zionist idea and ideal in the 
solution of the Jewish problem. This contention was finally, 


completely and enthusiastically vindicated by the high resolve 
of the Conference. The passage of the Palestine resolution 
constitutes one of the most glorious and epochal landmarks in 
the history of American Zionism, aye more, in the entire epic 
of the Zionist movement. 

It would be tragic and most unfortunate should the organ- 
ized Zionists of America now rest on their laurels. The his- 
toric action of the American Jewish Conference should serve 
to quicken the tempo and deepen the measure of our unceasing 
and undeviating labor in the cause of the. Jewish Common- 
wealth reborn and rebuilt. 


Cleveland, Ohio. 


—EZRA Z. SHAPIRO. 


A Spur to Zionist Determination 


The word “historic” has lost much of its power and sig- 
nificance by virtue of frequent and loose usage. It may, how- 
ever, honestly and unreservedly be applied in all of its original 
strength to the American Jewish Conference which was re- 
cently convened. This great convocation was truly historic, 
not as much by virtue of what was accomplished, as by reason 
of that which it symbolizes, and the possibilities for the future 
which it presages and reveals. These accomplishments can be 
briefly summarized. 

1. The Zionist ideal, it has been clearly demonstrated by 
the Conference, is not the concern of a fringe of the Jewish 
community, but is the object of sympathetic interest by 
the overwhelming body of American Jewry. Zionism is now 
officially native to the aspirations of American Jewry as a 
collective organism. 

2. The elected representatives affiliated with various trends 


. and groups were impressed, in a more dramatic and emphatic 


way than ever before, by the intimate inter-relationship be- 
tween all grave world problems of the Jewish people every- 
where, and the solution offered by Eretz Yisrael. The line 
sometimes drawn between the realities of the J ewish situa- 
tion in Europe and the rebuilding of the homeland is artificial 
and unreal. 

38. The Conference has shown that despite the baffling 
variety of Jewish blocs and ideologies, a practical unity in 
significant areas of common action can be achieved. Such 
unity need no longer remain in the realm of pious wishes. 

4, A principle of discipline in American Jewish life is 
in the process of being developed. The repudiation of the 
American Council for Judaism by the .\Conference was a 
repudiation of anarchy. The American Council for Judaism 
was pilloried and ostracized because it had the brazenness 
to challenge the collective will of American Jewry as eX- 
pressed by the Conference. . 

The American Jewish Conference should act for us Zionists 
as an additional spur to our determination and our zeal. 
Whatever be the actions or utterances of a few irreconcilable 
Jews, we can go forward drawing strength from the know]l- 
edge that the heart of American Jewry beats for Zionist 
ideals and hopes. 

—Rapsi Morris ADLER. 


Detroit, Mich. 


An Everlasting Impression 


The exaltation and emotions which filled the hearts of the 
delegates to the American Jewish Conference cannot ade- 
quately be described in any word picture. One must have 
been present truly to appreciate it. The solemnity of the occa- 
sion and the heavy responsibility which lay upon the delegates 
could be felt in the very atmosphere. 

Palestine, the immediate rescue of fellow Jews from the 
Axis dominated lands, and post-war reconstruction were the 
problems which commanded the attention of the delegates, 
but the question of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine was 
the burning issue. When the Palestine Resolution came up 
for discussion and vote, the delegates and guests sat tense 
until Rabbi Silver, who was presenting the Resolution, read 
the demand for a Jewish Commonwealth, and then the flood- 
gates of emotion broke loose. The scene which followed was 
one of those unforgettable moments which left an everlasting 
impression upon the memory of every person who witnessed it. 

The Conference was significant in the fact that here, at 
long last, was assembled the collective voice of American 
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Jewry, and that it spoke for the welfare of fellow Jews the 
world over. Significant was the recognition by the whole of 
American Jewry that the Jews are a people, that Palestine 
is the Jewish Homeland, and that the gates of Palestine must 
be opened wide to the Jewish people. To all of this there 
was not a dissenting vote or voice. The Conference also dem- 
onstrated that the Zionists are not a “small vocal minority” 
as had at times- been charged, but that, with the exception 
of a very tiny minority, the Zionists actually express the 
view of the whole of American Jewry. 
—JUDGE LEWIS GOLDBERG. 
Brookline, Mass. 


The Supreme Democratic Body 


The great, heartening, bracing news is that at last the 
mighty giant that is American Jewry has shaken off his 
drugged slumber and has arisen to the full consciousness 
of his power. The American Jewish Conference has vindi- 
cated the courage, intelligence and honor of American Israel. 

The American Jewish Conference emerges as the supreme 
democratically chosen body of American Jewry. The cry for 
unity in American Israel, for a single forum for the defense 
of Jewish rights, has at last been heeded. The effort to 
sabotage the Conference has proved a boomerang. Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform, labor and business, Zionist and 
non-Zionist, all are comporient members of the J ewish people 
and all are represented in the Conference, which safeguards 
alike the will of the majority and the rights of the minority. 

The Conference is dedicated to the conviction that the 
preservation of Jewish life and aspirations is not a minor 
problem that can wait for disposal at some unspecified future 
date. The Conference has demanded active moves now, by 
the United Nations, for saving the lives of the victims of 
Nazism, and for the international outlawry of Anti-Semitism, 
as the moral cancer of the twentieth century. These goals 
must be recognized as prime military objectives and inescapa- 
ble moral obligations. 

The American Jewish Conference has demonstrated its 
stalwart Americanism in calling for the establishment of the 
Bill of Rights of our immortal Constitution as part of the 
international law of mankind. The world cannot endure half- 
slave and half-free. As Americans, we are determined to 
make it safe for freedom. 

Lastly, and most significantly, the American Jewish Con- 
ference has demonstrated that American Jewry stands four- 
square behind the ideals of Palestine and the Jewish Home- 
land. Even the delegates who are non-Zionist demanded the 
immediate abrogation of the White Paper and mass Jewish 
immigration into Palestine under the direction of the Jewish 
Agency. By an overwhelming majority, the Conference 
went on record to demand the attainment of a Jewish majority 
and the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Pal- 
estine, in which the rights of all other groups would be 
guaranteed in the letter and the spirit. 

Over forty years ago Herzl addressed a group of French 
Jewish students and said to them: “Je ne vous dis pas encore, 
‘Marchons!’ Je vous dis seulement, ‘Debout!’” “I am not 
yet saying to you ‘Let us march’; I only say ‘arise’.” 

American Jewry has now arisen. With God’s help it will 
go forward! 


Rockaway Park, N. Y. 


—Dr. ROBERT GORDIS. 


Political Maturity of the Jews 


What did the Conference achieve? Is that not the question 
which will now be posed to the 500 delegates in an effort to 
determine if the hopes which were engendered for its success 
have materialized? And what will be the answer? What 
will the delegates who came from Shreveport, from Nash- 
ville, from Seattle, from Los Angeles as well as those who 
came from communities nearer to New York reply? Will 
the delegates merely report, as is already being done in the 
press, that the raison d’etre of the Conference was merely 
to accomplish unanimity on the Palestine resolution? To 
render such a statement is, in my opinion, to miss entirely 
the point and the significance of the Conference. True, 
indeed, the high point of the Conference was the thrilling 
climax when the resolution concerning, among other items, 
the proposal that Palestine be constituted as a Jewish Com- 
monwealth, was adopted by all the delegates of varying 
shades of opinion; but, as a symphony cannot depend for its 
effectiveness merely on its climax (no matter how brilliantly 
executed) so, too, the Conference cannot be measured in 
terms of one resolution. 

To me the Conference mirrored the political maturity which 
we are developing; for even as people the world over with a 
minimum of dissenters are now accepting the belief that 
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nations can, and should, federate for the common good of 
all upon a common anvil of action; so too are we Jews 
accepting the same dictum that Jewish organizations (which 
in a political sense are not unlike minor sovereign authori- 
ties) for their common weal should organize a deliberative 
body based upon democratic representation, in order that 
without loss of autonomy their representatives can meet and 
effectively shape and adopt a common policy. 

That is the significance of the Conference. And if we 
hold fast to such concepts, we may ultimately evolve (even 
within the framework of the call of the Conference) an 
assembly which can attempt to solve the many problems 
with which we Jews are faced and which hitherto have gone 
unanswered, only because there was considerable disparity 
in our organizational approach. 


Peekskill, N. Y. 


—SEYMOUR R. LEVINE. 


Beyond the Conference 


No one who witnessed or participated in the American 
Jewish Conference could fail to be impressed by the earnest- 
ness, dignity, and forthrightness of that historic assembly. 
It may well be said that there American Israel rose to its 
responsibilities and to the challenge of the hour. 

For us Zionists this conclave, which cut across all social, 
ideologic, and organizational lines, was fraught with added 
significance and invested with solemn implications, Hitherto, 
it was left to the Zionists to be the standard bearers of the 
ideals for which Herzl laid down his life, the pioneers of 
Palestine labored, and Zionists everywhere poured forth their 
soul-force. Now it can be said that all American Jewry has 
taken up the banner under which we go forward for the 
redemption of our people and the fulfillment of our destiny. 

This enlargement is far from carrying with it a release 
or diminution of responsibility. On the contrary, Zionists 
must do more, think harder, and serve more loyally than 
ever before. We have reached a great landmark. Rebuilding 
of Palestine, the implementation of Jewish rights to our 
ancient Homeland, setting firm the foundations for the re- 
establishment of the Jewish Commonwealth, these have 
become the purposes of a united American Jewry. The era 
of propaganda in our midst draws to its close. With the 
American Jewish Conference a new era opens. We have 
told each other. Now we must tell the world. We have pro- 
duced a sample of what Jewish dedication to Zionist ideals 
ean achieve. This is what the Jewish National Home has 
been thus far. Now we must complete the task! May the 
spirit and the strength that brought American Jewry together 
find their fulfilment in a noble Jewish Commonwealth ex- 
pressive of the ideals of the prophets of Israel and of the 
undimmed fervor and brotherliness of Israel today! 


—TAMAR DE SOLA POOL. 
New York City. | 


The Triumph of an Ideal 


From the opening prayer intil. the solemn and sacred 
moment when delegates, by a show of their credentials, 
voted for the Commonwealth resolution, the Conference was 
marked by its earnestness, impressiveness and significant 
achievements. 

Once again there is confirmation of the fact that whenever 
all elements of our people are given the opportunity to 
express the feelings which tie them with Palestine, the answer 
is always the same. The American Jewish Conference has 
shown more than this. The maximalist program of the Zion- 
ist ani maamin was adopted. | ; 

It is clear that the Palestine resolution was the main 
achievement at the Conference. It was an ideological triumph, 
the triumph of an ideal. From a negligible minority in years 
gone by to the greatest majority today! Truly a historic 
span! The statement by_the anti-Zionist Council caused 
sorrow and indignation. They spoke as representatives of 
enslavement within freedom, and sought to embitter the taste 
of victory. . ; 

One sensed that this was a gathering of generations. 
Behind the Conference there stood millions of Jewish souls, 
killed and tortured to death. Surrounding the Conference 
were the millions of victims throughout the world, and hover- 
ing over its proceedings were the hopes of generations. 
Within the portals of the Conference there assembled Jewish 
energy, Jewish intellect and brawn, Jews who were ready to 
serve, to build and ready to put an end to our homelessness. 
Like a flame lighting up the darkness, the American Jewish 
Conference showed the way. It was truly a great assembly. 

. —ABRAHAM GOLDSTEIN. 


Hartford, Conn. 


FO 371/35039 


COPYRIGHT - 


Reference: - 


= 
Oo 
” 
”) 
uJ 
a. 
— 
) 
fo] 
= § 
e 
= 
~ 
| 
~d 
< 
oO 
= 
a. 
< | 
(> 4 
oO 
~) 
_ 
Oo | 
= 
a. 
fo) 
uJ 
oO 
=> 
2 | 
oO 
& 
a. 
ud 
or 
ud 
fos) 
oO 
~ 
~ 
oO 
z= 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1943 


THE NATIONAL 


PRESS 


xk kk 


The Jewish Press on the Conference 


On the whole, the Jewish press hailed 
the recently held American Jewish Con- 
ference with enthusiasm, and noted the 
Palestine resolution with especial satis- 
faction. ‘There have been some dissent- 
ing voices, some, in fact, of a very curl- 
ous nature. We shall begin with the 
latter, as a good Lithuanian Jewish 
housewife begins the serving of the Sab- 
bath meal with chopped liver. 


The Communist Press 


According to the Communist Morning 
Freiheit, the Conference should have de- 
voted its energies to mobilizing the Jew- 
ish masses behind the war effort. It 
should not have done anything about 
Palestine except help the Yishuv in_ its 
industrial war effort and_ establish 
friendly relations with ‘the Arabs. 
Nothing else—not even to ask for the ad- 
mission of refugees who can still pe 
saved from the Hitler inferno. It thus 
transpires that the advocacy of open 
doors to Palestine voiced in the Frethett 
some weeks ago is hereby withdrawn, 
and the over-enthusiastic greetings ex- 
tended to the Soviet Jewish emissaries 
by some of our Zionist leaders was pre- 
mature; the party-line has swerved back 
to a pro-Arab orientation. 

In an editorial in its issue of August 
29, the day the Conference opened, the 
Morning Fretheit proposed a six-point 
agenda for the Conference: help win the 
war; strengthen the home front and 
fight Anti-Semitism at home; stand be- 
hind Roosevelt; fight the Jewish Quis- 
lings and Lavals; establish friendship 
with the Jews of the U. S. S. R.; help 
the Yishuv in its war effort. 

In other words: holler for a second 
front and against Dubinsky. And yet 
the Morning Freiheit gave the Confer- 
ence much more prominence than the 
Jewish Daily Forward. Devora Tarant 
interviewed everybody under the sun, 
and Abraham Chapman wrote columns 
in English demanding a platform uniting 
all Jews. On the whole, the Conference 
seemed O. K. to the comrades, before it 
got under way, except that the Jewish 
workingman was not represented on it. 
The Jewish workingman is a euphonious 
term for the Communists and their fel- 
low travelers, since non-Communist Jew- 
ish workers’ organizations, according to 
the August 29 editorial, ought to be 


ousted. 
“A Good Thing”’ 


Mr. B. Z. Goldberg of the Day, one 
of the cleverest Jewish columnists, dis- 
cusses the Conference fairly reasonably, 
that is, with no more fallacy than is 
permissible to an average intelligent 
human being, except when he touches on 
the Communists and the U. S. 8S. RK. 


In the latter case he is subject to all 


the mental distortions of a fellow-trav- 
eler. Although not a Zionist, he recog- 
nizes that the overwhelming Zionist sen- 
timent demonstrated at the Conference 
reflects the sentiment of articulate Amer- 
ican Jewry as a whole; he does not think 
it was wise to have adopted the demand 
for a Commonwealth as a common de- 
mand of all Jews, and he believes a 
request for the abolition of the White 
Paper and the opening of immigration 
would have united all Jewry. 


Altogether he believes the Conference 
was a good thing and a step forward in 
bringing together Jews of various camps. 
But in discussing the U. S. S. R. and 
the Communists at the Conference, Mr. 
Goldberg resorts.to thinly veiled threats 
that so long as Dubinsky’s tailors are 
given prefernce to Ben Gold’s_ tailors, 
Stalin will go on jailing Zionists and 
suppressing the Hebrew language, and 
Philip Bernstein’s appeal to the Russian 
government will be of no avail. 


The Forward Not Excited 


The Jewish Daily Forward gave the 
Conference less space than any other 
Jewish newspaper. Officially the organ 
of the Jewish Labor Committee and -its 
sister organizations, the Forward re- 
flected their attitude, which is divided. 
The old die-hard anti-Zionists of the 
group are represented in the Forward 
by Zivion (Dr. Hoffman), while the pro- 
Zionist spokesman is H. Lang. Mr. 
Zivion, who takes keen joy in baiting 
the Zionists, repeats in his review what 
he has said before: that while Zionism 
has been making steady gains among 
the Jewish masses, it has been steadily 
losing ground in the arena of interna- 
tional politics. Unlike other anti-Zion- 
ists, Zivion refuses to take comfort in 
the supposedly unrepresentative char- 
acter of the Conference. He is quite 
willing to concede that the Conference 
represents the bulk of American Jewry, 
and that the Palestine resolution repre- 
sents the sentiments of the Conference. 

It was a Zionist Conference, says 
Zivion, except that it had less debating 
and bickering than Zionist Conventions. 
During the Conference Mr. Lang warned 
against turning it into a straight Zion- 
ist demonstration, and would have pre- 
ferred a resolution on Palestine to which 
the Jewish Labor Committee and the 
American Jewish Committee could sub- 
scribe, that is, demanding the abroga- 
tion of the White Paper and open doors 
for Jewish immigration into Palestine. 
But after the Palestine resolution. was 
adopted, Lang wrote in its support. In 
the demand that the control of Jewish 
immigration be vested in the _ Jewish 
Agency, and in the recital of the history 
of Palestine during the past twenty-five 
years, Lang sees expressions of Jewish 
dignity in dealing with the world. To 
some extent he sees the same manifesta- 
tion in the demand for a Jewish Com- 
monwealth, and therefore welcomes the 
good grace of the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee in refraining from voting against 
the resolution although it was not ready 
to go the full length of a demand for 
a Commonwealth. 


Most Outstanding Event 


Except for the discordant note of B. 
7. Goldberg, the Day was all out for the 
Conference. It had a special supplement 
on the day of the opening, and articles, 
editorials and records of impressions 
during and after the Conference. The 
Day and the Morning Journal treated 
the Conference as the most outstanding 
Jewish event of many years; the F'rei- 
heit, with apparent insincerity, tried to 
jump on the Jewish wagon in order to 
boost Communism, while the Forward 
treated it as just an important event. 
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IN REVIEW 


Incidentally, both an editorial in the 
Day and a column by Jacob Fishman in 
the Morning Journal shortly before the 
Conference, welcomed the special sup- 
plement on the Jewish question by the 
New Republic, and recommended that 
delegates to the Conference read _ it. 

The most important comments in the 
Morning Journal were those contained 
in Fishman’s columns; the most impor- 
tant ones in the Day were the English 
columns and daily impressions by Dr. 
Samuel Margoshes. The absence of 
prominent Gentiles on the platform to 
greet the Conference was welcomed by 
Fishman and explained by the fact that 
no non-Jew, no matter how friendly he 
may be, is capable of feeling the depth 
of the Jewish tragedy. Nearly every 
commentator expressed his admiration 
for Henry Monsky as a leader and as 
a speaker. All, except Danzis of the 
Day, were impre€sed by the_ simple, 
homely prayer of Rabbi Riff—Myr. Dan- 
zis did not think the ballroom of the 
richest hotel in the world was a fitting 
background for such a prayer. Every 
comment praised Rabbi Silver’s address 
on Palestine as one of the greatest 
Jewish addresses in modern history and 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann’s as one of the 
most intelligent interpretations of the 
Zionist attitude. 

There were angry outbursts against 
Judge Proskauer for the passage in his 
declaration in which he explained his 
dissent by a desire not to embarrass the 
United Nations’ war effort; there were 
more than angry outbursis against the 
bombshell of the American Council for 
Judaism. The Palestine resolution and 
the unity of the Conference were wel- 
comed by most Jewish commentators, 
except by those mentioned at the begin- 
ning of the article and by Mordecai 
Danzis who, being a good Revisionist, 
finds the term Commonwealth insuffi- 
cient. 

The distinguished literary critic and 
publicist, S. Niger, is almost as_pessi- 
mistic, though not as cynical as Zivion, 
about the effect of Jewish enthusiasm 
and Jewish unity on the fortunes of the 
Jews in the world. He describes the 
Conference as a Jewish monologue to 
which there is no reply from the world. 

Some of the more unorthodox commen- 
tators, such as,Danzis and B. Z. Gold- 
berg, pointed out that there was too 
much platform and too little discussion 
from the floor during the Conference. 


A Cynical Comment 


The finest human touch is provided by 
the brilliant commentator of the Labor 
Zionist Yiddisher Kemfer, G. Solomon 
(Shlomo Grodzensky), who divides par- 
ticipants in the Conference into four 
classes: the people, the leaders, the 
rabbis and the functionaries. The peo- 
ple, that is the ordinary delegates, are 
the most likable ones. They are sin- 
cere in their desire to help solve the 
Jewish problem. The leaders, fine indi- 
viduals as they are, most of them, are 
the victims of their bad habits of long 
standing to bicker and bargain over 
places behind the scenes. The rabbis are 
prima donnas vying with one another for 
the attention of the audience. Most of 
them are East Side boys who have made 
good and are anxious to do still better. 
The functionaries are a cynical lot, and 
most of them are not interested in the 
causes they serve. 

—MossEs Z. FRANK. 


ORD OFFICE 


O) 
wD 
O 
LC) 
”) 
= 
™ 
S 
~) 
O 
LL 


=z 
>) 
” 
” 
tad 
Q. 
= 
> 
o 
= 
= 
=z 
> 
J 
od 
< 
© 
= 
a. 
ee, 
i> 4 
oO 
>] 
= 
o 
= 
Q. 
fo) 
ted 
oO 
> 
Oo 
oO 
io 
Qa. 
lated 
ie -4 
had 
foe) 
Oo 
~ 
_ 
o 
=z 
| 

- 
=x 
oO 
ce 
> 
Qa 
Oo 
oO 


18 


W hat Happened at the Conference 


(Continued from page 2) 


‘nto another wild demonstration. Their 
feelings were somewhat tempered by his 
next words: that while there is room 
for agreement and the working out of 
a formula, “we may not all be of one 
mind regarding the ultimate form of 
government in Palestine.” 

Other speakers at the session were Dr. 
Israel Goldstein and Joseph Weinberg. 
Dr. Goldstein presented the details of a 
feasible program for immediate rescue 
of Jews from Europe, and declared that 
the plan had been called to the atten- 
tion of the British and American Gov- 
ernments more than once. 

“We are solaced by expressions of 
sympathy”, he said, “but the will to 
undertake a bold, great program of 
rescue is lacking.” 

The patience of the delegates began 
to fray a bit at the third session, on 
Monday afternoon, when the speeches 
continued, though all addresses were ex- 
cellent. The speakers were Mrs. David 
de Sola Pool, Baruch Zukerman, Geda- 


DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 


liah Bublick and Rabbi Meyer Berlin, 
the latter three in Yiddish. 


The Palestine Session 


Monday evening, August 30, was 
scheduled as Palestine Night, and sev- 
eral of the most distinguished orators 
of American Zionism spoke. Judge Louis 
E. Levinthal, presiding, declared that 
“when our Zionist objectives are defined 
in clear and unambiguous terms, preju- 
dices frequently disappear and opponents 
become friends of the cause. 

Zionist speakers included Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Dr. 
James G. Heller and Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver. It may truly be said that “there 
were giants on that dais.” 


Unforgettable Moments 


NAHUM GOLDMANN: “Many injustices 
have been done us by the British Admin- 
istration in Palestine and by the Gov- 
ernment in London, and some of the 
greatest spokesmen of the British people 
have been the first to acknowledge it. 
But I do not believe that any other people 
would have performed its task as a man- 


datory power in a more satisfactory 
way than the British. And let us, a 
people of a long past and a long memory, 
not forget in all the heat and resent- 
ment against British policies and colo- 
nial administration in Palestine, that 
the British were the first to recognize 
the need of the Jewish people for a 
land of its own and to issue the Balfour 
Declaration.” 

Dr. SOLOMON GOLDMAN: “Let us Jews 
do for our brethren in Palestine at least 
what the Arabs are doing for the Arabs 
of Palestine. The Arabs of Egypt and 
the Arabs of Saudi Arabia and Iraq and 
Yemen are speaking without equivoca- 
tion—at least let us speak of our 600,- 
000 without equivocation.”’ 

Dr. JAMES G. HELLER: “We have not 
come together into this Conference be- 
cause we take pleasure in seeing each 
other’s faces. We have not come to- 
gether for the enjoyment of listening 
to brilliant and envisioned addresses. 
We have not come together for the pur- 
pose of barren argument. Let us not 
forget that this Conference has but one 
purpose, to exert the maximum power 
which is within the hands of the Ameri- 
can Jewish community on behalf of our 
brothers in Europe, and those who may 
go to Palestine and live there.” 

Dr. SILVER: “I am for unity in Israel 
for the realization of the total program 
of Jewish life: relief, rescue, reconstruc- 
tion and the national restoration in Pal- 
estine. I am not for unity on a frag- 
ment of the program—for a fragment 
of the program is a betrayal of the 
rest of the program, and a tragic fu- 
tility besides. We can not truly rescue 
the Jews of Europe unless we have free 
immigration into Palestine. We can not 
have free immigration into Palestine 
unless our political rights are recognized 
there. Our political rights cannot be 
recognized there unless our historic con- 
nection with the country is acknowl- 
edged and our right to rebuild our na- 
tional home is reaffirmed. These are 
inseparable links in the chain. The 
whole chain breaks if one of the links 
is missing.” 

ISRAEL H. GOLDBERG, for the Jewish 
Labor Committee, announced that the 
Committee has a policy only on such 
matters as gain the unanimous support 
of its members. On the question of a 
Jewish Commonwealth there is no such 
unanimity—therefore they have no 
policy. With regard to Palestine, how- 
ever, he said: 


RABBI B. L. LEVINTHAL, who pronounced the 
invocation opening the Conference. MR. MONSKY 
beside him. 


all 
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‘‘We declare our solidarity with or- 
ganized Jewish labor in Palestine and 
its demands regarding Jewish immi- 
gration and colonization of Palestine. 
We demand the immediate annulment 
of the White Paper, and the guaran- 
tee of free Jewish immigration, land 
purchase and colonization of Pales- 
tine.”’ 


A Sneaking Attack 


Delegates arose Tuesday morning and 
discovered in the New York Times a 
huge display, in five columns, of the 
latest statement of the American Coun- 
cil for Judaism. e statement opposed 
the effort to “establish a national Jew- 
ish state in Palestine or anywhere else 
as a philosophy of defeatism and one 
which does not offer a practical solution 
of the Jewish problem.” 

Indignation reigned supreme at the 
Conference. The obviously deliberate 
attempt to sabotage the decisions of the 
Conference, and to give the impression 
that the Conference was just another 
partisan Jewish group, was bitterly re- 
sented by almost every delegate. 

At the afternoon session Mr. Monsky 
revealed that the reaction of the dele- 
gates had been overpowering. 

“The pressure on the part of the dele- 
gates to take the floor was enormous, 
and irresistible’, he said, “and finally 
the Chair decided, having denied all the 
requests to speak because we could have 
gone on forever allowing people to ex- 
press their resentment, that he would 
recognize four speakers and then make 
a statement.” 

The speakers were Dr. James G. 
Heller, Dr. Robert Gordis, Rabbi Joseph 
H. Lookstein and Dr. Wise. The Chair- 
man then read a brief statement char- 
acterizing the action of the Council as 
“reprehensible impertinence.” All four 
of the speakers used stronger language. 

Upon motion of Mr. Fred M. Butzel, 
of Detroit, Mr. Monsky’s statement was 
unanimously adopted as expressing the 
views of the entire Conference. 


Two members of the Council, who 
were among the 500 delegates to the 
Conference, could not be found for 
immediate comment. They were 
Rabbi Louis Wolsey of Philadelphia 
and Rabbi Ira E. Sanders, of Little 
Rock, Ark. 


Other speakers at this session included 
Rabbi Max Nussbaum, Rabbi Jacob Hoff- 
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man, Louis Segal, Adolph Held and Dr. 
Joseph Tennenbaum. 
A dispute which had been aired in 
‘committee for two days as to who should 
‘be the chairman, who the president, who 
the supreme head of the Conference, was 
finally settled with the decision that 
fourteen individuals, all equal in rank, 
should serve as the praesidium. The 
fourteen included: Dr. Stephen S. Wise, 
Henry Monsky, Judge Joseph M. Pros- 
‘kauer, Adolph Held, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Hayim Green- 
‘berg, Herman Hoffman, Edgar J. Kauf- 
mann, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Mrs. 
David de Sola Pool, Adolf Rosenberg and 
‘Carl Sherman. Mr. Simon Shetzer was 
added to the Secretariat of seven. 


The Palestine Resolution 


Speakers at the sixth session, on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, included Rabbi Irving 
Miller, H. Leivick, Rabbi Philip Bern- 
stein and Israel Mereminski. 

From the standpoint of most delegates, 
thhowever, THE session was held Wednes- 
day evening. Dr. Silver read the com- 
plete text of the resolution on Palestine 
(printed in full in this issue). First 
‘mention of the phrase “Jewish Common- 
wealth” occasioned a spontaneous dem- 
onstration climaxed by the singing of 
Hatikvah. Many glanced furtively at 
Judge Proskauer, who rose with the 
throng and remained standing each time 
the Hatikvah was sung—and it was sung 
often. 

Every phrase in the resolution ex- 
pressing a Zionist demand met with a 
tumultuous reception. The resolution 
was seconded by Mr. Monsky, speaking 
as a delegate from the floor of the Con- 
ference. 


Dr. Wise, presiding called for a 
vote: “All in favor raise their dele- 
gates’ cards.”’ 

A sea of cards appeared, waving 
madly, subsiding only after repeated 
taps of the gavel. 

“All opposed ... ?” 

On the platform Judge Proskauer 
quietly raised his card shoulder high. 
The delegates turned in their seats, 
craning their necks to locate other 
votes. Far out in the middle of the 
big hall, three scattered cards were 
to be seen—saved for merciful ano- 
nymity by their distance from the 
platform. 


Dr. Wise declared the _ resolution 
adopted by “an overwhelming majority”, 
but delegates rose in protest. “It was 
more than overwhelming,” shouted M. 
J. Slonim of St. Louis, and Dr. Wise 
ruled that there were four negative 
votes. 

Statement of Dissent 


Judge Proskauer was recognized at 
this point and he came forward to make 
a statement. A hush settled on the hall. 

“I think I understand the feelings ex- 
perienced by Daniel when he entered the 
lion’s den,” he began, amid laughter. 
The tension was eased. “You don’t 
agree with me—I don’t agree with many 
of you. That is give and take.” 

He then read a prepared statement 
recording the dissent of the three dele- 
gates representing the American Jewish 
Committee. Repeating their deep con- 
cern for the welfare and proper develop- 
ment of Palestine, he said that it was 
the opinion of his group that the resolu- 
tion as couched “is unwise because it 
may carry with it embarrassment to the 
Governments of the United Nations, and 
is calculated to jeopardize the status of 


How the Conference Was Created 


1. Summoned by Henry Monsky, representatives of 32 national Jewish 
organizations gathered in Pittsburgh on January 28, 1943, to consider what 
steps might be taken to formulate a post-war program for American Jews. 

2. The Pittsburgh conference decided to call a democratically constituted 
American Jewish Assembly (later called Conference), and an Executive 
Committee was set up to implement the plan. 

8. At 185 electoral communal and regional gatherings, 875 delegates, 
nominated by local Jewish organizations, were elected to the Conference. 
125 additional delegates, making a total of 500, were named by 65 par- 


ticipating national organizations. 


4, On August 29, 1943, the Conference convened, and adopted its own 
organization procedure. All 500 delegates were present. 


JUDGE LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 


Jews and even prejudice the fullest de- 
velopment of the Jewish settlement in 
Palestine itself.” 

Despite this difference of opinion, he 
made it clear, the American Jewish Com- 
mittee would remain within the Con- 
ference. 

Closirig Sessions 


The two closing sessions, on Thursday, 
were devoted to reports of the respective 
committees, and to discussion and action 
on the resolutions presented. 

During the afternoon there was a mild 
flurry when Moshe Furmansky, spokes- 
man for Hashomer Hatzair, which stands 
on a platform of bi-nationalism in Pal- 
estine, obtained the floor, and announced 
his opposition to a Jewish Common- 
wealth. 


Judge Meier Steinbrink of Brook- 
lyn declared: “I came here with an 
open mind. I learned much—and I 
have contributed to a result which I 
believe to be both correct and just.” 


The recommendation that the Confer- 
ence be reconvened for another session 
within a year met with some opposition. 
Some delegates objected that it was the 
first step toward making the Conference 
a permanent body, and they were op- 
posed to that. Many opinions were ex- 
pressed, but the recommendation of the 
committee, to meet again within a year, 
was adopted overwhelmingly. 


The closing session was permeated 
with an air of solemnity. Resolutions on 
immediate rescue of Jews from Europe, 
and on post-war security for all peoples, 
couched in the strongest terms, were 
passed unanimously. 


The most prolonged and tempestu- 
ous ovation was accorded to Mr. Mon- 
sky on the introduction of a resolu- 
tion expressing thanks to him. Mr. 
Monsky was visibly overcome. 


Other business transacted at the ses- 
sion included the reading, by Judge 
Levinthal, of a message to Dr. Weiz- 
mann, thanking him for his own greet- 
ings. Speakers included David- Wert- 
heim, Rudolph Kahn, Rabbi S. P. Wohl- 
gelernter, Judge Harry M. Fisher and 
Hayim Greenberg. 

In a solemn atmosphere Dr. Silver 
expressed the gratitude of all for the 
great achievements of the historic Con- 
ference. The session was closed by Dr. 
Milton Steinberg. 

The American Jewish Conference, as- 
sembly of a united American Israel, was 
adjourned—to reconvene within a year. 


Tender Reception 
to Mrs. Silverman 


That the overwhelming majority of 
British Jewry is opposed to any com- 
promise that would curtail the right of 
the Jewish people to reclaim Eretz Yis- 
rael as a Jewish Commonwealth, was the 
report brought back from England by 
Mrs. Archibald Silverman, widely known 
Zionist leader and orator. Mrs. Silver- 
man made the statement at a luncheon 
given in her honor by the administra- 
tions of the Palestine Foundation Fund 
and the Jewish National Fund, in New 
York last week. Close to 200 delegates 
to the American Jewish Conference at- 
tended the luncheon, over which Bernard 
A. Rosenblatt, President of the Board of 
Directors of the Palestine Foundation 
Fund in the United States, presided, and 
at which Dr. Israel Goldstein, President 
of the Jewish National Fund of America, 
and Leib Jaffe, Director of the Keren 
Hayesod in Jerusalem were the speakers. 

The tribute was paid Mrs. Silverman 
on the occasion of her return by clipper 
from England following an extended tour 
of the British Isles in the interests of 
the Keren Hayesod campaign, which 
netted the amount of £250,000 for the 
Jewish Agency’s Palestine colonization 
instrument. 
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THE LETTER BOX 
nn 


Correspondence from readers ss invited. 
The editors assume no responsibility for the 
views expressed in this column and reserve 
the right to abridge unduly long letters. 


@ 
Who Will Help? 


To THE EDITOR: 


We thank you very much for your 
letter as well as for the reading material 
which we received yesterday. You ask 
us what kind of support we require. 
We think that the necessary help can 
be divided into two groups, that is, the 
material support—books, magazines, 
prayerbooks, text books for children— 
and the spiritual support. Since you 
want to know. what articles we need here 
we can tell you that anything in the 
Jewish line will be welcome and useful to 
us. One thing we consider important 
and that is that we receive those maga- 
zines and newspapers as regularly as 
possible. 

We have no real Jewish leader here 
who could direct and form the Jewish 
life. We don’t know whether all this can 
be explained or done by mail, but we 
would regard it as very important and 
heartening if ‘you would give us instruc- 
tions as to how to build up Jewish life 
and bring more people to recognition 
that they are Jews. 

One thing we are trying hard to get, 
but so far we have not been successtul. 
We need musical notes to form a choir 
for our services. We believe that there 
exists a book with all melodies from 
Levandovsky. Is that true? And if so, 
could you help us to get it? 

Dr. ERNST FIALLA, 
Association of Jewish Settlers. 


Sosua Settlement 
Dominican Republic. 


—— 


Fditor’s Note: Readers will doubtless re- 
call the first letter from this group, ap- 
pearing in the July 16th number of THE 
NEW PALESTINE. Their request for 
books, papers, music, etc., as well as for 
suggestions on organizing the Jewish com- 
munity, should not go unheeded. 

NEW PALESTINE will be glad to transmit 
all material in Yiddish, Hebrew, German 
or English that may be contributed by its 
readers for this purpose. The response 
from American Jews should be warm an 
generous. Acknowledgment of all gifts 
will be made in these columns. 


oo 


To THE EDITOR: 

It would be most desirable and helpful 
if the next issue of THE New PALESTINE, 
as well as that of the Hadassah News- 
Letter, were to contain an appeal to 
organized Zionists to enroll their chil- 
dren in the Hebrew Schools of their re- 
spective communities at the beginning of 
the season. 

While Zionists are, and always have 
been, vitally concerned with Jewish edu- 
cation so far as general ideology and 
organization programs are concerned, 
the interest on the part of individual 
Zionists has often been quite vicarious. 
This has resulted in numerous Zionists 
sincerely claiming an interest in Jewish 
education, but doing very little about 
giving an adequate education to their 


own children. 


I need hardly state that in these trying 
times when Jewish life must be intensi- 
fied in this country if there are to be 
well-informed Zionists in the future, and 
when religious education is being stressed 
by Jews and non-Jews alike, our own 
Zionists ought to take the lead in en- 
larging the enrollment in our Hebrew 
and Religious Schools everywhere. 


SyLVAN H. KOHN. 
Newark, N. J. 


Joins Z.O.A. from Overseas 


To THE EDITOR: 


I received word from_my_son, Louis, 
who is now with the U. §. Army in 
England, that he 
wishes to become a 
member of the Zion- 
ist Organization, and 
he requested that 1 
forward to your or- 
ganization a check 
in the amount of 
$5.00, which is here- 
with enclosed. 
My son attended 
the University of 
Illinois, and studied 
Jewish history. He 
said that if every 

LOUIS SHULEWITZ Jewish youth would 

have the opportu- 
nity to study the Jewish past, he would 
have an entirely different conception of 
the Jewish problem and struggles. 

He was president of Avukah there, 
and took his duties much to heart. He 
constantly deplored and was depressed 
by the lack of understanding of his fel- 
low classmates for the Jewish culture 
and the ideals of Judaism. Upon his 
safe arrival overseas he asked me to 
eontribute to the American Red Cross, 
which he considers the outstanding hu- 
manitarian organization, and to the Zion- 
ist Organization, which in his opinion 
is doing much in keeping Judaism and 
its culture alive for the generations to 
come. 

If possible he would like to receive 
THe New PALESTINE regularly. 

ANSHEL SHULEWITZ. 


Peoria, Ill. 


—_—_ 


Lack of Enlightenment 


To THE EDITOR: 

I’m late, I know, but I have just read 
the June issue of THE New PALESTINE, 
and in particular, Mr. Almi’s article, on 
which comment is invited. A few 
writers, a few politicians, a few others 
have taken the trouble to study the story 
of the Jews—but how about the millions 
of people? Not even 4 small portion 
know anything about the Jews, the Pales- 
tine question, Zionism. True, lying 
propaganda has been thrust upon them, 
and of this they have believed plenty. 
But there is no central, constructive edu- 
cational force behind the organized (? 
Jewish community—a force to sprea 
not “lying and harmful propaganda,” 
but “true enlightenment.” Quoting Mr. 
Almi, “We do have something to tell the 
world.” Why don’t we have a propa- 
ganda agency, or to use the polite phrase, 
a public relations agency? 

1 worked for years at the Columbia 
Broadeasting System in Washington. 
saw release after release directed to the 
news room and commentators from the 
British Information Service, from the 
Finnish Legation, from the Russian, Bel- 
gian, the Netherlands, Canadian, Korean, 
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etc.—all pleading their causes. Never 
did I see any from the J ewish community 
of Palestine giving their side of the pic- 
ture, or publicity to any of their achieve- 
ments. ... 

We Zionists are organized, but we must 
do more. Every other group does it. 
Wouldn’t you think that the American 
Red Cross would not have to resort to 
publicity—but no—they maintain large 
public relations staffs throughout the - 
world. Why shouldn’t we? 

Yes, I definitely agree with Mr. Almi. 
We must have a Central Agency for 
Public Relations for the Enlightenment 
of the People. 

ESTHER KRAVITZ. 
Washington, D. C. 


All Right-Minded People 


To THE EDITOR: 


_ Thank you for the pamphlet, “‘Pales- 
tine—A Jewish Commonwealth In Our 


‘Time’, You are doing a fine work. 


Surely all right-minded people hope that 
the Jewish people who have suffered so 
greatly will soon have a national home- 
land. Time is so short when there is so 
much suffering and so many innocent. 
people are dying merely because they 
are Jews that I trust that all efforts will 
be made to achieve alleviation of their 
suffering at the earliest possible moment. 
In addition to a homeland for the Jews, 
I would like to see our own Government 
set an example before the world by 
having Congress appropriate funds for 
the settlement of the persecuted on some 
suitable American soil such as, perhaps, 
Alaska. 
SyLvEsTER J. HEMLEBEN, PH.D. 
Head, Dept. of History 
and Social Studies- 


Fordham University, N. Y. 


oe 


Experts in Palestine 


To THE EDITOR: 


What ridiculous statements are made 
in your edition of August 29. In the 
article on page 20, “The Best Kept 
Secret’’, there is a quotation: “... the 
Carl Zeiss works of Jena having been 
transferred to the Holy Land a few 
years previously.” 

As much as I would like the Carl Zeiss 
works being in Palestine, everybody who 
knows anything about these plants. 
knows that they are still in Germany. 

R. A. MANDELBAUM. 


Yonkers, N. Y. 


Editor’s Note: The physical properties. 
of the plant may remain in Germany, but 
many of the most highly skilled techni- 
cians, including the general manager 0 
the works, are today in Palestine, at the: 
service of the United Nations. 


——_—— ee 


To THE EDITOR: 

Our problem, I think, is not so much 
with those Jews who approach their 
Jewishness with a negative attitude, as. 
with those who approach it with no atti- 
tude at all. In the army, where the: 
‘llusion of losing separate Jewish iden- 
tity seems SO close to these people, it is. 
almost impossible to talk of Zionism to- 
them at all.... 

It is a tribute to the justice on our 
side, that in spite of our small numbers. 
and the power of our enemies, the cause 
of a Jewish nation lives on in courage: 
and idealism. The Zionist may be either 
a dreamer who glories in the words of 
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the Bible, or he may be a practical, 
hard-headed man who has read the les- 
son of the past few years, but he can not 
be faint-hearted enough to quail before 
injustice, even when backed by the force 
of the British Colonial Office and Ibn 
Saud. . 
PvT. HARVEY MILLER. 


University, Mississippi. 


TO THE EDITOR: 


I was made very happy yesterday by 
receiving THE NEW PALESTINE. It really 
was swell to receive it. Since I have 
been here in England I have not seen 
any Zionist publications besides THE 
NEW PALESTINE. I would appreciate it 
if you would also send me some Zionist 
pamphlets. 

Pvt. MILTON SCHWARTZ. 


Somewhere in England. 


TO THE EDITOR: 


THE NEW PALESTINE is more impor- 
tant to me than ever before. After I 
have read it, I pass it on to other sgol- 
diers. It eventually reaches the local 
civilian community, where it is warmly 
welcomed. 

Crt. MorRTON JARASHOW. 


Somewhere in England. 


To THE EDITOR: 


The article that appeared in the New 
York Times on August 31, released by 
the American Council for Degrading 
Judaism, was not only a stab in the back 
—but also a stab in the heart of world 
Jewry. Just when American Jewry is 
striving to achieve unity, and through 
their democratically elected representa- 
tives present the case of the Jews to the 
world, a group of self-appointed leaders, 
including the Times personnel, who, by 
the way, are not recognized by the Jewish 
people as their leaders, attempt to block 
this. ... 

S/Set. EDWARD STEINFELD. 


Buffalo, N. Y. 


Develop Plans for Music 
Colony in Palestine 


During the past year the fund estab- 
lished by the Palestine Symphonic Choir 
Project has continued to grow, and plans 
are now being developed for the found- 
ing of an artist colony in Palestine com- 
posed of cantors and singers. Cantor 
Myro Glass, of Indianapolis, chairman 
of the project, declared that the plan 
calls for the purchase of 2,000 dunams 
of land through the Jewish National 
Fund. 

It is hoped that the project will result 
in the creation of a symphonic choir 
and the holding of annual music festivals 
on the Salzburg scale. The colony will 
bear the name Asaph, after the choir 
leader of the Second Temple. During 
time of war, when implementation of the 
project is temporarily halted, funds of 
the organization are being invested in 
U. S. War Bonds. 

Other officers, in addition to Cantor 
Glass, are Prof. Jacob Weinberg, Vice 
Chairman, and Dr. James G. Heller, 
Treasurer. | 


Dr. Silver Heads 


Emergency Comm. 


Executive 


Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, 
was summoned to active political leader- 
ship in the Zionist movement last week 
when he was unanimously elected chair- 
man of the executive and political com- 
mittee of the American Emergency Com- 
mittee for Zionist Affairs. 

He succeeds Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
who is also president of the Zionist 
Organization of America. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise of New York is 
chairman of the Emergency Committee 
and Dr. Silver was elected to serve with 
him as co-chairman. The Emergency 
Committee acts in behalf of the four 
major Zionist organizations in the United 
States, the Hadassah, Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, Mizrachi Or- 
ganization of America, Poale Zion-Zeire 
Zion of America and the Zionist Organ- 
ization of America. 

Dr. Silver has long been active in 
Zionist affairs. He is national chairman 
of the United Palestine Appeal, which, 
combining the fund-raising efforts of the 
Palestine Foundation Fund and the Jew- 
ish National Fund, is the central finan- 
cial instrument in this country for the 
rebuilding of Palestine. He is national 
co-chairman of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and 
Palestine, and a vice-president of the 
Z.0.A. 

A graduate of the University of Cin- 
cinnati and Hebrew Union College in 
1915, Dr. Silver occupied a pulpit in 
Wheeling, West Virginia, and in 1917 
became the rabbi of The Temple in 
Cleveland, where he has been active in 
liberal and social movements. 


Zionist From Belgium Active 


A Zionist from Belgium, now in New 
York, who has pitched in with a will, 
and participated vigorously in every 

phase of Zionist 

activity in this 
- country, is Charles 

Wolf, treasurer of 

the West Side Dis- 

trict No. 7. In 

Belgium Mr. Wolf 

was treasurer of 

the Antwerp Fed- 
eration of Chari- 
ties, and an ac- 
tive figure in the 
Zionist movement. 
He has been in 

New York for only 

three years, but 

has already set a 
record for American Zionists to aim at. 
In the past 24 months he has personally 
enrolled nearly 400 members in the Z. O. 
A., and expects to boost the total even 
higher. 

His activity in behalf of the Jewish 
National Fund was recognized by his 
Zionist colleagues, who have inscribed 
his name in the J. N. F. Golden Book, 
and plans are now under way to plant 
a grove in his name. Friendly, affable, 
energetic, Charles Wolf is one of the 
most valued members of District 7 and 
of the Z. O. A. in New York. He is 
one of a number of Zionists from Bel- 
gium, now in this country, who are tak- 
ing an active part in Zionist work and 
leadership. 


CHARLES WOLF 


New J.N.F. Stamp 


The beginning of the High Holiday 
season on the first day of the Hebrew 
month of Ellul (September 1st) has been 
marked in many communities through- 
out the nation by the distribution of the 
latest Jewish National Fund stamp 
(reproduced above). Issued on the ad- 
vent of the New Year 5704, which the 
Ellul season is ushering in in the life 
of the Synagogue, the Keren Kayemeth 
stamp is designed as a token of Jewry’s 
faith in the victory of the United Nations 
and in the triumph of the principles of 
justice and freedom which shall include 
rescue for the surviving remnants of 
‘European Jewry and the establishment 
of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 


American Jews 
Aided 1,800, 000 
In Four Years 


In the four years since the outbreak 
of World War II, a period in which the 
Jews are estimated to have suffered 
3,000,000 civilian casualties in Nazi-held 
Europe, American Jewry, through its 
contributions to the United Jewish Ap- 
peal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and 
Palestine, brought relief, rehabilitation 
and resettlement assistance to a total of 
1,800,000 homeless Jews and refugees in 
Europe, Palestine and the Western Hem- 
isphere, it was announced last week by 
William Rosenwald, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver and Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, Na- 
tional Chairmen of the U. J. A. 

The largest rescue campaign ever or- 
ganized by the Jews of the United States, 
the U.J.A., has raised approximately 
$15,000,000 annually since September 1, 
1989, for the overseas war relief and re- 
habilitation activities of the Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee; for support of the 
war effort and rebuilding of the Jewish 
national homeland in Palestine main- 
tained through the United Palestine Ap- 
peal and for the program of assistance 
to newcomers in the United States car- 
ried on by the National Refugee Service. 

Mr. Rosenwald and Rabbis Silver and 
Wise estimated that during the past four 
years the Joint Distribution Committee, 
whose war relief experience dates back 
to World War I, provided various forms 
of assistance from emergency relief to 
emigration aid, to an average of more 
than 900,000 persons in more than 52 
countries scattered over five continents. 
In the past four years the war mobiliza- 
tion program of the 584,000 Jews in 
Palestine and their activities in provid- 
ing for the settlement and rehabilitation 
of refugees from war-shattered Europe 
were supported by the United Palestine 
Appeal. Here in the United States, an 
overwhelming majority of the 253,000 
newcomers of all creeds who have found 
a haven in this country were helped in 
adjusting themselves to the American 
way of life by the National Refugee 
Service. 
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Z.O.A. Convention 
To Study Zionist 
Plans, Program 


The sessions of the 46th Annual Con- 


Have You Moved ? 


Please notify THE NEW 
PALESTINE promptly if you 
move, and be sure to give both 
old and new addresses. Do not 
forget to designate the postal 
zone in which you live. This 
number helps expedite de- 
livery. 


WITH OUR DISTRICTS} 


Brooklyn, N. Y.—At a meeting of the 
‘Brighton Beach reorganization commit- 
tee recently, the following temporary 
officers were elected: Abraham Okun, vention of the Z.0.A., which will convene 


President; Elias J. Cohen, Secretary; beginning Saturday night at the Deshler- 


Farrel earns ameasurer. Tene mem Wallick Hotel at Columbus, Ohio, will be 


Morris Okun, Aaron Bubishnik and §, 2ddressed by outstanding leaders of 
Snyder. American Zionism and the Jewish com- 


e munity, including Dr. Stephen S. Wise; 
. ae Dr. Israel Goldstein, Dr. Abba Hille 
_Dayton, Ohio—A Herz]-Bialik Memo- Silver, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis 
vial Meeting was held recently with Lipsky, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Robert 
on Ey Rabbi Jacob B. Agus and Paul J. Gaiser Szold, Dr. James G. Heller and Judge 
rae as ee as speakers. Delegates to the convention Morris Rothenberg. 
eee ae Proune Phi Sonata S Bee er, John Other convention speakers will include 200 Atte nded 
tein. Mr. Gai atl he Ohi William B. Ziff, author of “The Coming 
Valley Region, emt ne ODIO Battle of Germany,” Rabbi Joshua Loth Brandeis Youth 
° e Liebman and Dr. Henry A. Atkinson. a 


The opening session of the Convention 


a ee ne oe ; “ | cle ee ttills: contin yous Musca: will feature the presentation of colors un- ] nstitute 
OR es Langbaum, President; Irving Entin, er the auspices of the Jewish War Vet- ‘vities of the Ameri Zionist 
wor gis | 3 : ’ erans of America. At the same session The activities of the American Zionis 


Herman B. Friedman, Joseph Perloff, 
Vice Presidents; Abraham Isaacson, Sec- 
retary; Irving H. Wagner, Treasurer. 

e 


addresses of greeting will be delivered by Youth Commission will be discussed at a 

Governor John W. Bricker, Mayor Floyd | ,Youth” Session of the Z.0.A. Conven- 

F, Green of Columbus, and Mr. Ben tion in Columbus, Ohio. Dr. Shlomo 

a ne re CEE | Kaufman, National Commander of the Bardin, Executive Director of the Com- ee ae 

' Dg Is | Green Bay, Wise.—New District officers Jewish War Veterans and holder of the ™ssion and Director of Brandeis Camp md gts eS 
ere | “ i are: Harry Kanter, President; Meyer Congressional Medal of Honor. Institute, and Herman . Weisman, ae 7 


: . : . . . hair the Co ission, will render 
Cohen, Vice President; Abe Abrahams, The opening session will also feature conorta of the Comm sso r 
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Secretary; Abe Berk, Treasurer. 
e 


New York, N.Y.—The newest Zionist 
District in New York has been formed 
by Hakoah, composed of former members 
of the Hakoah Sports Club in Vienna 
and others who are interested in in- 
tegrating a Zionist platform with an ath- 
letic program. The group’s clubhouse is 
located at 245 West 72nd Street, New 


York City. 
e 


Norfolk, Va.—New District officers for 
the coming year are: Dr. Louis L. Berlin, 
Honorary President; Morton Cushner, 
President; T. J. Amelson, Secretary ; 
J. A. Myers, Treasurer; Dr. Paul Reich, 
Louis B. Fine, David Friedman and 
Joseph L. Hecht, Vice Presidents. 

e 


Philadelphia, Pa.—Officers. elected at a 
recent meeting of the Strawberry Man- 
sion District are: Rabbi Aaron Decter, 
President; Tobias Goldberg, first Vice 
President, to succeed to the Presidency 
on Rabbi Decter’s call to chaplain duty 
with the army; Lt. Samuel Lieberman, 
Honorary Vice President; Rabbi Solomon 
Barsel, Second Vice President; Simon 
Bricklin, J. Louis Blumberg, Samuel 
Silver, Secretaries; Lawrence Roberts, 
Treasurer; Ephraim Goldman and Saul 
Savitt, Youth Commission. 
© 


St. Louis, Mo.—The following District 
officers were elected at the recent annual 
meeting: President, I. R. Goodman; Vice 
Presidents, Dr. Alex §. Wolf, Prof. G. 
Klausner, Edward Wittcoff, Dr. N. N. 
Yalem, A. Pearlmutter ; Secretary, Meyer 
Kranzberg; Financial Secretary, Alfred 
Frager; Treasurer, Louis J. Robinson. 

e 


Youngstown, Ohio—The local District, 
whieh has achieved excellent results in 
its membership drive, has been headed 
this year by Oscar H. Altschuler, Presi- 
dent; Morris Tamarkin, Jaek Robins and 
Morris Mendelson, Vice Presidents; Irwin 
I. Kretzer, Secretary; Samuel Stressels 
and James Ross, Treasurers. J. Edgar 
Robins is membership chairman. 


memorial services for members of the 
armed forces who have died while in the 
service of their country. 

The war-time annual gathering of 
American Zionists will deal with major 
issues affecting the future status of Pal- 
estine, with the Jewish position through- 
out Europe in a post-war world and with 
plans for an expansion of Zionist efforts 
in this country. 

The Palestine situation in the light of 
the latest developments on the war and 
political fronts will be reviewed in the 
annual message of Judge Louis E. Levin- 
thal, president. 

Maurice M. Boukstein, general conven- 
tion chairman, announced that delegates 
representing some 500 Zionist units 
throughout the country will be in at- 
tendance. Advance reports indicate the 
largest attendance .in Zionist history, 
with interest stirred particularly bythe 
American Jewish Conference. 


New England Convention 


The 23rd annual convention of the 
New England Zionist Region was held 
last week-end, September 4 and 5, at the 
Hotel Statler, Boston, and was attended 
by a full representation of delegates 
from all parts of the Region. Guest 
speaker of the convention was Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, who addressed the Sunday 
afternoon session. 


Other speakers included Elihu D. 
Stone, Simon Shetzer, Mendel Fisher, 
and the annual presidential report by 
Max Kabatznick. Reports were heard on 
various phases of Zionist activity, in- 
cluding J. N. F., Youth Commission, 
membership, war service, education, 
Zionist Youth Camp and Zionist prob- 
lems’ and responsibilities. Dr. Arthur 
IT. Shain was general convention chair- 
man, assisted by Samuel Caploe and 
George D. Rossyn, co-chairmen. 

Coleman Silbert, of Brookline, was 
elected President. 


Dr. Bardin announced that in the two 


month institute ending August 28th, six 
complete sessions for Zionist youth lead- 
ership training were given at the Bran- 
deis Camp Institute, which is located at 
Winterdale, Pa. Nearly 200 students, 
between the ages of 18 and 25, attended 
the Institute, coming from 30 states, in- 
cluding California, Nebraska, Texas, and 
Ohio. Seventy-eight Jewish communities 
were represented. 


Among the distinguished Jewish schol- 


ars and Zionist thinkers who participated 
in the sessions of the Institute were 
Dr. Horace M. Kallen, Dr. Oscar Janow- 
sky, Abraham Revusky, Dr. Milton 
Steinberg, Dr. Ira Eisenstein, Dr. Kurt 
Lewin, Dr. Maurice Pekarsky, Emanuel 
Neumann and others, lecturing on Jew- 
ish history, various phases of Zionism, 
Palestine, post-war reconstruction, or- 
ganization problems, and techniques of 
group leadership. 


The Institute’s permanent staff in- 


cluded Dr. Bardin as Director, Mrs. 
Maurice Pekarsky and Miss Helen Seff 
as assistant directors, Mr. Chemjo Vin- 
aver directing choral work and Pales- 
tinian music, Ruth Jonas Bardin teach- 
ing arts and crafts, and Mr. Avshalom 
Carmeli in charge of gardening. 


Synagogue Membership Plan 
Continues to Grow 


Two more synagogues were this week 


listed as having joined the Z. O. A. en 
masse. Institutions in New Jersey and 
in Massachusetts took the action within 
recent weeks. 


Beth Hillel Congregation, of Millville, 


N. J., through the energetic and devoted 
efforts of Samuel Spivack, has enrolled 
100% of its members in the Atlantic City 
Zionist District, which is headed by 
Joseph Halbert. 


In Pittsfield, Mass., Congregation 


Gathering of Israel has likewise voted 
to affiliate its membership with the Zion- 
ist organization, and dues are to be paid 
through the synagogue’s treasury. 
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-%'EPTEMBER 10, 1943 


Jews Need a Home 


Today I had an interesting discussion 
with a fellow who has been farther East 
and has visited Tel 

Aviv in Palestine. 

He told me that Tel 

Aviv is a great mod- 

ern city and resem- 


bles very closely 


many cities in the 
U. SS. The Jews 
have done a wonder- 
ful job in Palestine. 
He tells me that 
Palestinian Arabs 
are far better edu- 
cated and cleaner 
people than the ones 
we see out here. 
One Arab told him 
that after the war strife between the 
Arabs and Jews will break out again. 

Undoubtedly the Jews have been mainly 
responsible for raising the standard of 
living in Palestine. And in my opinion 
strife between Jews and Arabs out there 
has been instigated by Arab aristocrats 
and wealthy British concerns who are 
endeavoring to keep the common man 
down and maintain the status quo. 

Palestine for the Jews is a slogan 
which should be on all our lips. Jews 
have suffered altogether too much in the 
past ten years to take any more injustice 
with a grain of salt. We will have to 
fight for our rights. Jews and Arabs 
alike must revolt against the usurpation 
of human rights and dignity by the smug, 
wealthy few. If this sounds chauvinistic, 
so be it. 

The unalterable fact is that Palestine 
was built up by Jewish capital, the flow 
of which was induced by British polli- 
ticilans; that the Jews need a homeland 
where they can migrate without hin- 
drance; that the Arabs there can live 
peaceably with the Jews in peacetime as 
well as in war; that the Arab masses 
are being led by unscrupulous tyrants of 
wealth who in reality have no interest 
but their own self-interest in opposing 
justice. Any Jew who is not a Zionist 
by now is a traitor. 


Ltr. Davip I. KRAUSHAAR. 
Somewhere in North Africa. 


DAVID KRAUSHAAR 


Pins e Buttons e Badges 
Plaques @ Trophies 
of all kinds 
FOR CLUBS, SCHOOLS, SOCIETIES 
Prompt Service On All Orders 
NATIONAL BADGE & EMBLEM 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


76 Forsyth St., New York, N. Y. 
CAnal 6-7439 


Scrap Rubber Reclaimed 


The reclamation of used rubber has 
become Palestine’s newest war industry. 
The Hamgaper Cooperative Company of 
Haifa has opened a factory at Rama- 
taim, and the monthly capacity is ex- 
pected to be in the vicinity of 500 tons. 
The entire output will be devoted to mil- 
itary use, part of it being used by the 
company for retreading tires in its Haifa 
factory, and for the manufacture of 
other rubber articles needed by the army. 

Some 100 workmen are at present em- 
ployed in the Haifa factory, and more 
will be added as the new plant converts 
waste rubber into a usable product. The 
plant will use a chemo-mechanical pro- 
cess which does not involve any foreign 
patent rights. The machinery used is 
manufactured in Palestine, and the 
chemicals are locally produced. 


EX-LAX 


The Chocolated Laxative 


Strikes a"Happy Medium” 


-——not too strong! 
—not too mild! 
—it’s just right! 


Get your box of Ex-Lax today— 
at all Drug Stores in 10c and 25c sizes 


As @ precaution, use only as directed 


2 


The Amalgamated Bank of New York an- 
nounces the acceptance of transfers for 
the Jewish Holidays to the following coun- 
tries: 


PALESTINE © PORTUGAL ° 
SOVIET RUSSIA ® SPAIN ® 
IRAN (Teheran) © SWITZER- 
LAND © MEXICO © CUBA 
and all South American 
Countries 


Our Foreign Department will be glad to ° 
give you any information pertaining to 
the assistance of relatives and friends 
stranded in European countries. 

Please write, telephone, or visit our Foreign 
Department. 


Amalgamated Bank of New York 


11-15 Union Square W., New York City 
AL. 4-1500 


THE SEMINARY SCHOOL of JEWISH STUDIES 


(In Memory of Israel Friedlaender) 


offers courses to adults in 


Hebrew Language and Literature, Jewish History, Palestine, Religion, Contemporaneous 
Jewish Life, etc. Also opportunities to train for teaching in Sunday Schools or for 


Club work and Zionist activities. 


“Alertness”? Credit for Public School Teachers 
For Further Information Apply to 


SEMINARY SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 


Northeast Corner Broadway and 122nd Street, New York City 
TELEPHONE: MONUMENT 2-7500 


For Rosh Hashonah 


We respectfully urge that you 
order early for the High Holi- 
days to insure timely delivery. 


Prayer books, bibles, mahzorim, 
talasim and gift books of Jew- 
ish interest for every occasion. 


The Romance of a People—By 
Howard Fast. Illustrated hy 
Rafaello Busoni. 

Deluxe Edition $2.50 
School Edition 1.50 


The author ot “Haym  Salomon,”’ 
“Citizen Tom Paine’ and the ‘‘Unvan- 
quished”’ gives us a brilliant, exciting, 
and dramatic story of Jewish History. 


The Picture Book History of 
the Jews—Bv Howard & Bette 
Fast. 

$1.25 
Children of seven and up will particu- 
larly enjoy this four color picture book 
introduction to Jewish History. 


Jewish Holidays and Festivals 
Jewish Customs and Ceremo- 
nies—By Ben M. Edidin. 

Each $1.50 


These two illustrated books on our 
memorial days and rites are proving 
miore popular every day. For students 
and adults alike, they round out a com- 
plete picture of Jewish life with which 
everyone should be familiar. 


The Complete Bar Mitzvah 
Book—-By Rabbi Joseph Marcus 
$1.25 


Contains illustrated instructions and 
useful glossary in English. Music chants 
by Moshe Nathanson; includes all the 
Haftorahs in Hebrew. 


A Treasure Hunt in Judaism— 
By Rabbi Harold P. Smith. 


Illustrated. 
$1.50 


Here, for the first time, is a complete 
text book for American Jewish children, 
on Jewish concepts, written by an 
American born and trained educator, 
and from an American orthodox point 
of view. First edition sold before 
printing. 

@ 


West of the Nile, a biographical 
story of Saadia Gaon—By Abra- 
ham Burstein. Illustrated by 
Howard Simon. 

$1.25 


In commemoration of the 1000th anni- 
versary of Saadia Gaon, Rabhi Burstein 
has prepared this delightful tale for 
youngsters. Both entertaining and edu- 
cational. it has proved very popular. 


The Boy of Vilna—By Abraham 

Burstein. Illustrated. 

$1.25 

This story of Vilna’s great rabbi and 
educator will add knowledge to our 
youngsters, besides being a fine story in 
Rabbi Burstein’s very best style. 
Write for our complete cata- 
logue, sent free upon request. 


Hebrew Publishing Co. 
79 Delancey St., New York, 
New York 


Buy U. S. War Savings Bonds 
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24. 


-{ things you should do 
to keep prices down! 


. 


If prices soar, this war will last longer, and we could all go 
broke when it’s over. Uncle Sam is fighting hard to keep 
prices down. But he can’t do it alone. It’s up to you to 
battle against any and every rising price! To help win the 
war and keep it from being a hollow victory afterward— 
you must keep prices down. And here’s how you can do it: 


ys PAY NO MORE THAN 
CEILING PRICES 

If you do pay more, you’re party to a 

black market that boosts prices. And if 

prices go up through the ceiling, your 

money will be worth less. Buy rationed 

goods only with stamps. 


5. DON’T ASK MORE MONEY 


in wages, orin prices for goods you have 
to sell. That puts prices up for the 
things all of us buy. We’re all in this 
war together — business men, farmers 
and workers. Increases come out of 
everybody’s pocket—including yours. 


3. SUPPORT HIGHER TAXES 


It’s easier and cheaper to pay for the 
war as you go. And it’s better to pay 
big taxes now—while you have the 
extra money to do it. Every dollar put 
into taxes means a dollar less to bid for 
scarce goods and boost prices. 


6. SAVE FOR THE FUTURE 


Money in the savings bank will come 
in handy for emergencies. And money 
in life insurance protects your family, 
protects you in old age. See that you’re 
ready to meet any situation. 


Ie BUY ONLY WHAT YOU NEED 


Don’t buy a thing unless you cannot get 
along without it. Spending can’t create 
more goods. It makes them scarce and 
prices go up. So make everything you 
own last longer. ‘‘Use it up, wear it out, 
make it do, or do without.”’ 


4, PAY OFF OLD DEBTS 


Paid-off debts make you independent 
now ... and make your position a 
whale of a lot safer against the day you 
may be earning less. So pay off every 
cent you owe—and avoid making new 
debts as you’d avoid heiling Hitler! 


ve BUY WAR BONDS 


and hold them. Buy as many as you can. 
Then cut corners to buy more. Bonds 
put money to work fighting the war in- 
stead of letting it shove up prices. They 
mean safety for you tomorrow. And 
they’ll help keep prices down today. 


KEEP PRICES DOWN... 


Use it up .. . Wear it out... 


This advertisement, prepared by the War Advertising Council, is contributed 
Sy this magazine in cooperation with the Magazine Publishers of America. 


Make it do... Ordo without. 
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Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his 
compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 


mentioned documents. 


British Embassy 
Washington, D. C 


September £9, ...., 19 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Washington despatch Ho. 795 of 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


as Patan ie Sie oe ee ee 


"The New Palestine” Vol. XXXIV Bo. 1 


Dated September 24 


Reference 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


October 19th, 1943 


; a. 
| 


1 


Our despatch No. 795 of 23rd 
September, 1943 about the American Jewish 


Gonference in Kew York, 


A mis-type occurred in paragraph 7 
and we showld be grateful if you would correct 


"Non-Zionists" in that paragraph to read 
“New Zionists", 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


PeS» We have gent a copy of the despatch to 
Cairo. (Minister of State) 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.#ele : 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir R. Campbell 


No. 4507 D. 3.02 asm. 8th October, 1943. 
7th October, 1943, to 10.15 a.m. 8th October, 19436. 


) SSsss 
My despatch No. 795 paragraph 7, E.. 


For "Non Zionists" read "New 
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Palestine arms trial. 
ee ® 5955/87/31. Refers to iir-Hankey'’s letter of 27th September 
Number (E 5702/87/31). As regards the suggestion in Rabbi 
FROM Mr. E.B.Boyd Wise's aide memoire that U.S.correspondents at Cairo 


Colonial Office) were invitea to come to Jerusalem for the trial, the 
“to Mr.Baxter C.O.telegraphed to the High Commissioner 1132 dated 


NUWEQG8/1/45. end October, copy enclosed. The position relating to 
the Agency's request for an enquiry, is that Ben 
Daled = ath Oct.1943. Gurion addressed a letter to High Commissioner the 
Received th Oct.1943. text of which is contained in the enclosed Palestine 
in Registry Saving telegrem No.170 dated 14th August(Repeated 
Palestine and Minister of State 2048S). Also attaches a copy of 
Trans jordan telegram No. 1id1 dated 2nd October to Palestine 


epouk the WO, euestions by Rear Admiral Beamish for 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
ES F26. fen anil hd. Me. 128] 4 Ob, 4% 


References. His (‘paw tererinniny Felirtan % C0: 


LI Marky rr 
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Reference 


Action 


Next Paper. 


£S4 


23238 12 41 F.O.P. 


Downing Street, 
S.W.4 e 


75998/1/4u3 Jf October, 1943. 


Dear Baxter, 


Hankey wrote to me on the 27th September 
about Washington telegram No. 4250 (your reference 
E 5702/87/34 ) concerning the arms trial in Palestine. 


As regards the suggestion in Rabbi Wise's 
aide memoire that U.S. correspondents at Cairo were 
invited to come to Jerusalem for the trial, we have 


telegraphed to the High Commissioner on this point, 
copy enclosed. 


ORD OFFICE 


The position as we know it relating to 
the Agency's request for an enquiry is that | ee 
Ben Gurion addressed a letter to the High Commissioner ii 
on behalf of the Executive on the 13th August, the os 
text of which is contained in the enclosed Saving 
telegram from the High Commissioner, which the 
Foreign Office did not receive at the time. We do 
not propose, at least until we receive a full report 
from the High Commissioner on the results of the 
arms trials to consider further the request in 
Ben Gurion's communication. 


You may also like to have a copy of the 
telegram which we have sent to the High Commissioner 
about the two Questions by Rear~-Admiral Beamish for 
Answer in Parliament on the 12th and 13th October. 
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Yours sincerely, 


Lob tert 


Ke ference: ~ 


C.W.BAXTER, ESQ., C.M.G., M.C. 
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7 My secret telegram No. 979 of the 43th August - 
(repeated. to Minister of State as No. 128). oe a 
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_. Following:is the-full.text of the communication from 
Ben Gurion referred to in. paragraph 4.» ’ | oe 
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| ‘Bhe -Bxecutive of: the.dewish: Agency. has the honéur. to- 
make the following: submissions and':would respectfully request the 
they may be transmitted to His.Majesty's Secretary of State “for 
the: Colontess (2 ur ee : 
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wat toe . 


2.: . Two British soldiers; Ptes: ‘C.A. “Stoner and - 


C.Rk.« Harris, were yesterday triéd bya military tribunal in. 
Jerusalem. on charges of .illegal: possession of .arms belonging 
to the British Army. This trial was utilised by the Defending 
Counsel, Major RvB. Verdin; to makeé::a@-scurrilous attack upon 
Jews: generally and ‘in particular upon Jewish: soldiers serving 
with .British.Forces in the Middle: Hast. and to ‘defame the Jewis 
Agency, with a view ‘to -inciting Anglo-American public opinion 
‘against Jews and’ to prejudice:‘our future in Palestine. 


boo, a tae a 4 


: : ' . . _ e. . ton, : whens ~ no ' 


3. We:.were: informed that this Officer during his address 

made the following allegations, inter ialia.. He described the 
two soldiers,: who are reported:.to have ‘an unsavoury record -of. 
forgery. and: itheft,. apart: from being :deserters and traffickers 
in their country's arms, as two poor boys who had never met | 
Jews previously and has no knowledge: of money.. He then said they = 
were ensnared by.a: vast ‘organisation ‘rich in money.with its 
tentacles. spreading out into the Army ithroughout: the: Middie East. 
This organisation, according to. him, had representatives every- 
where, in: every hotel and-cafe, and had':-inexhaustible resources 

money at its disposal. When an Army truck was needed to 
transport stoler artis it was supplied ‘by: Jewish troops. _ There 
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was a secret organis 

organisation controlled military d the 
sums traffickers to pass, freely. hroughout, the..co The 
traffickers were helped out of their difficulties 

soldiers. When a truck carrying. stolen arms broke down 4, 
towed by a truck contain ng Jewish soldiers: 
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The Officer stated .that ‘Jewish soldters. had done: things 
which were worthy of praise, but these had been done when the 
Wnecy was near the borders.of Palestine and the shadoe of | 
concentration camps like Dachau loomed large. They had, 
however, become -iriterested in other affairs when danger 
receded from Palestine's borders and they haa. then begun ‘to. act 
in a manner pre judicial to the United Nations. This secret 
organisation, he declared, was:a cancer ‘in ‘the Middle Bast 
war effort. He was convince tsh-Ageficy was) 
strongly connected with this and alleged that 
this was proved by Mr. Ben Gurio this: . 
matter, in support of which he state 

i dier dur . | gations, - OU 

| Ben ‘on’. s.ph h: photographs ‘shown’. 
to th he: Ge , as 3 1: him:in:a Haifa’ = 
cafe in the chief of the ficking gang. 
The Officer a prominent members 
community were Girecting. these activities, which must have 
wide . support: as they Wad ample ‘funds supplied to them ‘by the- 
riot Organisation, which he connected with the Jewish Agency:. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


Cypher (0.7. P. ) 


TO PALESTINE (Sir H. Mactiichael) 


PROM S._OF 3. COLONIES 


Sent end October, 1943. L3.15 hrs. 


x IMPORTANT 
~ No. 1131 Secrat. 


Your telegram No. 1155. 


Jewish Arms Case, 
os Admiral Beamish's question now deferred 
until 12th October, and further question for oral 
answer in Parliament on 13th October, as Pollows:~ 
Rear-Admiral Beamish, - to ask the Prim i , 
neal } eh Bk the. @ Minister, 
if, in view of tne partial and incomplete reports in 
the press, he will have a White Paper or statement 
issued in order thet Parliament, the British public, 
and our Allies, may be made fully aware of the situation 
in Palestine as indicated by the recent trials and heavy 
sentences on ye British soldiers for Sinusrgling arms 
nd the conviction and sentencing of others si 3 
concerned. ux of hers similarly 


fa Gan you confirm that trial of Zacherov is 


sufficiently closehy connected with earlier teials ‘to 
Justify request for further postponing of questions as 
Suggcated in your telegram No. 1155. Unless it is. 
grounds Yor further “postronement are considerably : 
weakened. : | 
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CIPHER TELEGRAM BIOOTA | 


This message will not_ be distributed outside British Government Departments 
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased. 
(Messages: marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased). 

ae: re | 
Page h. 
INWARD TELEGRAM, 
Cypher, | | 
FROM PALESTINE (Sir H.. Macmichael) 


"3 : o-wvt D a | To S. OF S., COLONIES, 
INDEXE | © De dyth Oetebers 49ie). * 
| a R. 5th"! " 09,55 hrs, 


TMPORTANT, — 
+No. 1251 Secret, 


Addressed to S, of Ss. ' ae 
Repeated to Minister of State, Cairo No. 173. 


Your telegram No, 1132, 


Jewish Arms Case, : 


Sey No invitation was given to any Press correspondent to attend the 
trial, Usual arrangements for accomodating Press representatives in the Court 
were made by the Military authorities. | Press have always been at liberty 

to attend Military Court trials, but previous cases have not been of a 
sensational nature. In particular, cases implicating Arabs, referred to in 
paragraph 2 of your telegram, have been concerned with trials of individuals 

Por possession of single firearms and have excited hardly any public 
interest, in the case under discussion, it was clear from the outset that 
a large scale operation with big money behind it was involved, which put 
it into a different category and was likely to provide a "scoop", | 
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Your telegram No, 4250 fof 22nd 
September: Palestine arms trial/. 

No invitation was given to any 
Press correspondent to attend (rial. 


Press have always been at liberty to 


attend military court trials, but oréviolug———n 


CLaca . 
es have not been ot a sensational 


nature, In particular, 
have been concerned with 
individuals for possession of single 
firearms and- have excited nandly any 
public interest. In vresent case it was 
clear from the outset that a large-scale 
operation with big money behind it was 
involved which put it'into a aifferent 
category. 

2. In a letter to the High Commiss- 
joner- Ben Gurion requested that H...G. 
would institute encuiry but it is not 
proposed to. —— this 


PCQUCSt = —emoenme UTI 3 full report has 


been received from the High Cornmissjoneger 


on the results of the trials. L$) 10 
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| DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON, 


Ne. 6776. D. 8.45 pom. 8th Oeteber 1945. 
8th Oeteber 1945. 
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DMMEDIATE. 


—- Your telegram Ne. 4250 [ef 22nd September: Palestine 
arns trial ry , 

Ne invitatien was given te any Press eerrespendent te 
attend trial. Press have always been at liberty te attend 
military court trials, but previeus cases have net becn of o 
sensational nature. In particul + eases implicating Arabs 
heve been eeneerned with trials ef individuals fer 
pessessien ef single firearms and have excited hardly any 
publie interest. In present case it was clear frem the 
eutset that a lerge-scale eperation with big meney behind 
it was invelved which put it inte a different categery. 


2, In a letter te the High Commissioner Ben Gurien 
requested that His Majesty's Gevernment weuld institute 
end but it is net prepesed te censider this request. 
until a full repert has been reeeived frem the Higt 
Commissiener en the results ef the trials. 
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| : Proposed Anglo-United Stat. een 
oe ates Statement on the quest: Pop a 
Apert \n5986/87/81. of Palestine. : | ation a Pe 
Refers to his letter of the 10th June, (E 3494/. i 
FROM Mr. Winant 87/31). Department of State understand a ees 
(United States . _ | Was reached at Quebec to review from time to time the 
Embassy) to Mr. Eden. | question of issuing a joint statement on Palestine. 
At the moment the State Department have no suggestions 
Daled 2nd Oct. 1943. = offer. The Secretary of War observes that the 
iets om ritish representations at Quebec have not caused him 
Dacia nee to alter his view that there is not sufficient basis 
Sone. from a military point of view for the initiation of 


, any action respecting the situation in Palesti 
KH; Palestine and the United States. | seen ey 
Trans jordan. 


He. ot 
pe : “ae 
en ° 


None gS jae 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


Se Pe me : 
ESTES | CM thy gM tert pre bh 
References. S45, hy [Yr . Halk ee hae Kha cach. Li bowen | 
| Lin bn tan rtancya Mini sme pithain (apie 
fo an, eafle fe fee at gp ber fark Ket 
(Print.) the SA. Camel tie t Go 
J Aree ofa win, A» hf . 
(How disposed of.) HH. up h Dn, Dives GaK wen, Ua ih. 


Ye rid + aS 


= 
Oo 
” 
wn | 
j tad 
a. 
b | 
= 
o 
<= 
b~ 
= 
>» 
A 
=! 
< 
IO 
= 
a. 
< 
a 
oO 
oO 
_ 
oO 
= 
a 
fm | 
tad 
oO 
> 
oa 
a. 
tad 
a 
ve 
@ 
oO 
b= 
~ 
oO 
= 
{ 
~ 
=. 
oO 
a 
>» 
a. 
oO 
Oo 


oO) 
aS, 
oO 
Lt) 
mop) 
= 
TT 
. 
*) 
O 
LL 


iowa deididh ah Qantee ae ay a a eae 
pve pa D lar EE a © Goa rpt in : 


ALAR We ow aA. yeh AA, ty Wee whan Ap den 


Reference: - 


. ’ . 


: A 7 4 ew/LlaA Nine, tA Ba nhrvIm fet. ve, ay a 


Nharin 


Ree 


‘ae! a 4 
a 


\ fo j : , “a 
7) (Cove) Noto s 
i FIs ASG Gi. la 


(Action 


a 7 Oe completed.) | Ub ore dw WD ong - 


Next Paper. Ne spepices sil Dupb 


23238 12 41 F.O.P. 


Tha 


ee ae 


RECORD OFFICE 


ke ference 


oO) 
ap) 
© 
LO) 
~) 
= 
= 
- 
) 
O 
LL. 


=z 
oO 
” 
” 
uJ 
a. 
- 
=> 
Oo 
= 
ta 
x 
> 
-/ 
| 
< 
Co) 
= 
a 
< 
& 
oO 
oO 
- 
oO 
= 
a. 
o 
uJ 
oO 
= 
a 
Oo 
Oo 
a. 
ua 
Or 
ud 
@ 
oO 
- 
— 
Oo 
=z 


COPYRIGHT - 


a : 
INR CNET 9 PASE TOT Ue ort ce Le NCEveEImT En. oe” 


Ow 
Magoo oad 


Ob Wy 


Ly | London, October 2, 1943. - 


ieee, hyd 


With reference to my letter of June lOth and the 
conversations we had regarding the issuance of a joint 
statement in regard to Palestine, the Department of State 
has asked me to inform you of its understanding that 
agreement was reached at Quebec to review from time to 
time the question of issuing a statement of this kind. 
At the moment the Department has no new suggestions to 
offer, although it is aware of the delicacy of the 
situation arising from the outcome of the arms trial in 
Palestine and the resolution on Palestine adopted by 
the recent American-Jewish Conference, etc. 


The Department of State believes the Foreign Office 
will be interested in knowing that a copy of the British 
Memorandum dated August 21st on Palestine, which was 
handed to our officials at Quebec, was communicated to the 
Secretary of War who has replied expressing regret that 
you and the Minister for the Colonies are disappointed in 
the opinion previously expressed by him. The Secretary 
of War, however, observes that the British representations 
have not caused him to alter his view that there is not 
sufficient.basis from a military point of view for the 
initiation of any action respecting the situation in 
Palestine by the United States. Although the War Depart- 
ment will not oppose action by the Department of State 
on the proposed declaration, the Secretary of War remains 
of the opinion that from his standpoint it is unwarranted. 
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Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, S.w.l. 
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thank you for your letter of the 


2nd October about the joint statement 
which it was proposed to issue regarding 
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I note that, in accordance 
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fi Palestineée 


with the understanding reachea@ at Quebec, 
the question has been reviewed by the 
authorities in Washington and that the 
State Department have no new suggestions 
to offer, while the Secretary of War 
remains of the opinion that from his 
standpoint such a statement is un- 
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Jewish Arms Cases. 

Forwards copy of Palestine telegram No. 1258 
dated 7th October, referring to Colonial Office 
telegram No. 1131 (E 5955/87/31), giving the 
particulars required for a reply to items in Admiral 
Beamish's original question, and stating that there 
have been three separate trials before military courts 
in Jerusalem involving the following persons? (a) 2 
British deserters Stoner and Harris. (b) Two Jewish 
Civilians Sirkin and Rachlin. (ec) A third Jewish 
civilian Sacherov, who is a subcontrator of Solel 
Boneh a contracting organisation affiliated to the 
General Federation of Jewish Labour and also acted 
as body guard to Tennenbaum. 
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your telegram No. 1131. 


their own vain and selfish ends far above the common 
good of the community to which they belong. Every 
rightminded person must consider the conduct of you 
men and those associsted with you in your nefarious 
activities as a menace to the community, aS a grave 
and quite undeserved reflection on the good name of 
the section of the community to which you both belong”. 


: By The arms were stoden at the instance of Jews and 
delivered to Jews, the only possible inference is that they 
are intended for use by Jews. Moreover Tennenbaum was until 
fairly recently assistant to Zaslani, a member of the Jewish 
Agency Political Department. . 


'6.. Known cases of arms smuggling on this scale are 
not numérous, but arms trafficking in Palestine has. 
unfortunately elways been rife in both communities. Since 
the outbreak of war, fullest advantage. has been taken by 
both communities of the opportunities offered, both by the- 
presence of troops and dumps, and by military operations 
in neighbouring countries e.g. Syria and Egypt. 

: a ESA SES = 
to With reference to the further question mentioned 

in paragraph 1 of your telegram No. 1131 I should prefer that 
statement requested (if it be thought advisable to issue one 
should not be made for the present. Statement would 
presumably go into such aspects of the arins racket as: 
Who is behind it? How widespread is it, etc? There is a 
further case of large scale smuggling now under 
investigation (I request that this information be ‘kept highly 
secret, as any menticn of it would prejudice the _ £1, 
investigation), and you will have seen my telegram No. 71235 
about the discovery of ammunition at the Jewish settlement. 
of Hulda. - | ExG9dET ST- 


8. I would suggest that the reply to Admiral Beamish 
be confined to the data given in paragraphs 2 - 4 above, 
with a negative reply to the question in paragraph 1 of 


ESdUss - 


Laan) 


MOST SECRET 
| CIPHER TELEGRAM |. 372871 
This message will not be distributed outside British peveceuen Devariubats 


or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased. 
(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased). _ 
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75998/1/P. Q. 1/43 | we . | 
Cypher (0,7. P, ) 
TO PALESTINE (Sir H. ifacMiichael ) 
FROM S. of S. COLONIES. 
Sent 27th August, 194.3, 1730 hrs. 
| No, 967 Secret, | 
iy telegram No. 907 
Jewish arms case. 


Following is text of question for oral answer in Parliament on 
2end September; ~ 
| "Rear-Admiral Beamish, ~ To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, if he will give particulars of recent trials in Palestine 
concerning smuggling of arms and the quantities of these, the names and 
connections of the convicted persons, for what section of the population 
the arms were intended, and if such smuggling is rife or is an isolated 
case", 


Ze I shall be grateful if you will furnish me with material for reply 
and your comments on the terms of the reply by airmail, or if it is 
unlikely that airmail would reach me in sufficient time, by telegram, You 
will no doubt consult the military authorities with regard to this question, 
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| Discovery of ammunition at the Jewish settlement 
Registry . 27 | of Hulda, — 3 
Nenbér $2 8999/87/31 | aaa copy of Palestine telegram Wo. 1285 dated the 
a Sth October (Repeated Minister of State 175) reportin 
Seri cateommrtcated) that on information supolied by Poles ele LOL : 
7 Seere., Polish deserter was carried out at Jewish settlement 
No. at Hulda on the @rd October, No deserters were 
discovered but ammunition was found whim was itdenti- 
Dated Sth Oct. 1942. fied as British Military property. On discovery of 
Reveived ammunition settlers showed themselves hostile snd 
gee Sth Oct. endeavoured to obstruct police. There were adeguate 
1948, forces present however so that it was possible to 
Palestine and prevent the crowd getting out of hand. 
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Te Tisevemertee> 


LiPORTANT | 
No. 7335 Secret. 


Addressed tc the S. of S, ; 
repeated +o lfinister of State No. 175. 


On information supplied by Poles, search for Polish 
deserter was carried out at Jewish settlement of Hulda on 
Jrd October. Operation was carried out by the Police 
accompanied by Pole for identification purposes while troops 
picketed settlement. No deserters were discovered but 65 
two inch mortar shells and 85 balistite cartridges were 
found in a barn and identified as British Military property. 
flortar shells were dated 1943. Further investigations are 
being made into the origins of this ammunition. 
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26 On discovery of ammunition, settlers showed 
themselves hostile, and endeavoured to obstruct the Police. 
There were, however, adequate forces present, sc that it 
was possible to prevent the crowd from getting out of hand. 
I shall report further developments. | 
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oe Secret Commanding. Line taken by Jewish Press is to belittle 
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Sacheroy convicted of unlavful vossession of 


two pounds of anmunition, and aentenced to seven years’ 


imprisonment. Sentence is subject to confirnation by 
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a. _ Dine taken by Jewish Press is to belittle 
the whole case under the description "Two Rounds Case", 
implication being thet there was nothing move to the ~ 
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Actual significance of the case was that one of these 
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by Harris and Stoncr fron spyot, and delivered to 
Tennenbaum and Levy in tleifa. Further avidence during 
the trial confirmed close connection between priscncr 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


ALiniutes. 
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| Secretary of State. 


The Palestine: Settlement ania the Question 


of a Greater Syria. 


Lord Moyne brought the attached paper in 
last night and I understand is to present it 
to'you this afternoon. 


I think we may welcome it in so far as it 
represents a proposal for setting up (at most) 
a'token" Jewish state in Palestine much on the 
lines of the wmeiieeerm Foreign Office paper 


whieh—l_belLLevre—~ou-hereayt ti yeu. 


The main question here is whether Lord 


‘Moyne should put in his Palestine Partition 
Scheme to the Cabinet Committee before 


Colonel Stanley is back in London. It might be 


better to wait since the mischief done by the 


circulation of the Amery Plan will already have 


been largely counteracted by the fact that an 


alternative plan will be known to have been 
prepared between Jerusalem and Cairo. 


Lord Moyne's insistence on linking up 


Palestine and Greater Syria is a much more com- 
' plicated matter and many of the complications 


are, I am inclined to think, unnecessary. 


The deductions which he draws are that once 
the Jewish State, however small, has been carved 
out of Biestine the rest of Palestine plus 


Transjordan will not be worth making into 

a separate state and can only be merged with 
‘Syria. I am by no means sure of this and Ibn 
Saud for instance would greatly prefer to see a 


new Arab state made out of Transjordan and 
non-Jewish Palestine. 


Lord Moyne's second point is that the 


French must be persuaded to allow the formation 


of a Greater Syria and that with this aim in 


view there ought to be no question of the 
| French National Committee making a Treaty with 
| Syria and the Lebanon which might complicate 


the formation of the Greater Syria. 


I have told Lord Moyne that we are not 


| wedded to the idea of a Franco-Syrian Treaty 


before the end of the war and that if the Ameri- 
can view for which we are waiting is in any 
degree unfavourable we shall probably be 


‘prepared to dissuade the French from attempting 


such a treaty. But I have pointed out that, 
while we have insisted and will continue to 
insist with the Freneh that their position in 
the Levant States as at present constituted 
must not ba allowed to stand in the way of 

Arab federation, it would be quite another thing 
to ask the French first to merge Syria and the 
Lebanon in a Greater Syria, part of which will 
be under our control,and then to see Greater 


Syria itself merged in an Arab federation. 


As/ 


Minutes, 


As to Lord Moyne's suggestions for cur- 
tailing the territory of the present Lebanon, I 
cannot speak without greater knowledge than 
I possess. 


Briefly therefore, I recommend that the 
line to take with Lord Moyne is to encourage 
his proposals for a partition of Palestine as 
representing the most which we could expect the 
Arab world to swallow but to discourage 
linking this up with the creation of a Greater 
Syria, which does not seem to me to have much - 
point and over which we should risk antagonising 
both the French and Ibn Saud. 


5th October 1943. 
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Minutes. 


Eastern Department. 


PALESTINE 


Following on a discussion between the 
Secretary of State and Lord Moyne last night, 
at which it was agreed that the latter should see 
Sir George Gater at the Colonial Office, l 
saw Sir George Gater and Mr. Boyd myself to-day. 


The Secretary of State's idea, which Lord 
Moyne endorsed, had been that an official 
sub-committee, under Lord Moyne's chairmanship, 
should be formed to discuss and prepare Lord 
Moyne's paper for submission to the Cabinet 
Committee. I found, however, that Sir G. Gater 
had persuaded Lord Moyne to drop this idea since 
the Colonial Office feel it impossible to 
accept it in Colonel Stanley's absence. Sir 
G@. Gater claimed that the work of such a Committee 
of officials could only be to prepare a report 
which Colonel Stanley might well feel it was 
within his own province to prepare. 
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As a substitute Sir &. Gater offers and Lord 
Moyne accepts,an unofficial Departmental Committee 
of F.O. and C.0. in which Lord Moyne and Sir A. 
Rucker would join to work on Lord Moyne's paper 
in preparation for Colonel Stanley's return. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


_ This seems satisfactory. 
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Sir G. Gater spoke to me of Lord Moyne's 
two fears in regard to (a) a Franco-Syrian 
Treaty, and (b) an Arab conference, either of 
which would in Lord Moyne's view complicate the 
position, It was agreed that there was no real 
need to take any further special action about the 
Franco-Syrian Treaty, which does not appear to be 
very imminent and on which we are still waiting 
for word from Washington. I also persuaded Sir 
G. Gater that it would be a great mistake for us 
to make any general communication to the Arab 
rulers cautioning them against an Arab sg a 

on 


keference:- 


Minutes. 


on the ground of developments in London. But it 
was agreed that we should tell our own diplomatic 
representatives by a circular telegram that 
discussions about the Middle East as a whole were 
now developing in London and that it was undesirab 
that the position should be complicated meanwhile 
by the holding of an Arab conference. Our represe taties 
are not to make any communication in this sense 

to the Arab Governments but should have the fact 
in mind and do their best to discourage. Only 

4f there were imminent danger of a conference 
being convoked at an early date should they in 
their discretion give a direct intimation of 

our feelings on the subject. | 
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MOST SECRET 


P, (M) (48) 15. 
lst November, 1948. ~~ ere . 


Committee on Palestine. 


PALESTINE AND THE PROPOSED SYRIAN UNION. 


MEMORANDUM BY THE DepuTY MINISTER OF STATE RESIDENT IN THE 
-Mipp.e East. 


1. In the last six months I have had several opportunities of discussing 
with the High Commissioner for Palestine and members of his Executive 
Council and also with His Majesty’s Minister to Syria and the Lebanon, various 
alternatives for the settlement of the Palestine problem on the basis of a bi-National 
State or Partition. I have also had several talks with Nuri Pasha and Syrian 
politicians as to their aspirations for a Greater Syria. | 

2. My discussions in the Middle East have revealed an almost unanimous 
opinion that the Palestine problem ought not to be considered in isolation but 
as part of a proper arrangement of the Levant States as a whole. This applies 
with special force to any scheme of Partition because :— 


(a) The Palestine Arab residue would otherwise be too weak an economic 
unit to stand alone; 

(b) Fusion with a stronger unit would give canfidence to the Arab 
Palestinians against further encroachments by force or diplomacy : 

(c) The Galilee area, if left out of the Jewish part of Palestine, would be 
an awkward island unless included in Syria. | 


‘There is, moreover, a strong case on merits for the restoration of a Greater 
Syria. This would be a return to a political arrangement which lasted for 


many centuries and was disturbed only by the arbitrary creation of the Levant 


States after the last war. 


3. Accordingly, I suggest that any scheme for the Partition of Palestine 
should be accompanied by proposals for the creation of a Greater Syria, by 
which I mean the fusion into a single State of the existing areas of Syria, 
Transjordan, the Arab part of Palestine and Arab areas in the Lebanon. I 
suggest the inclusion of parts of Lebanon in Greater Syria because I believe 
there would be advantage in reducing the present Lebanon more nearly to its 
former boundaries and so creating a predominantly Christian State. Discussions 
which I had in the Lebanon suggested that this would be acceptable to all 
parties concerned, but General Spears, while in favour of this solution, considers 
that it may provoke much opposition. In any case, the point is one for 
negotiation between Syria and the Lebanon. It would be necessary to make 
special arrangements for the Jerusalem area, including Bethlehem, which might 
be formed into a small International State. — 


[26322 | a | B 


4. Under the above proposals, four separate States would be created (I 
refer to them in this note as the Levant States)—Greater Syria, the Lebanon, 


the Jewish State and the Jerusalem State. — 


5, It is possible that the creation of Greater Syria would be followed by its 
federation (or even the federation of all the Levant States) with other Arab States 
—particularly Iraq. I am not concerned in this note with such a development, 
which is a matter for the Arab States themselves to work out. All that need be 


said here is that the idea of such a federation, with the creation of a Greater 
he minds of Arab statesmen. 


Syria a first step towards it, is much in t 

6. I turn now to the question of the actual area to be included in the 
Jewish State. Throughout our discussions on Partition 1 have found unanimous 
opinion among those ‘responsible for Covernment and Defence that it would 
inevitably cause a much more serious Arab rebellion than that of 1936 to 1939 if 
any block of Arabs undiluted by any Jews were to be handed over to Jewish 
control. Although British military power could no doubt eventually overcome 
Arab armed resistance, to impose the domination of a Jewish minority over an 


Arab majority would cause such bitter resentment as would not be forgotten for 


generations and would ensure a political and economic boycott of the Jewish 


State and its industries among its Arab neighbours. Pb ans 
‘The scheme of the Secretary of State for India (P. (M) (43) 3), including as it _ 
would large undiluted blocks of Arabs in the Jewish State, would be open to this ~ 
objection. It is however satisfactorily avoided by that of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies (P. (M). (48) 14), which would give as much territory:as possible 


to the Jewish State without including in it purely Arab areas. 


7. The powers ‘and mutual relationship of. the proposed Levant States 
present many problems. Briefly, as a result of my discussions, I believe that the 


most practicable scheme would be on the following lines :— 


(a) The territorial integrity of each of the Levant States, i.¢., Greater Syria, 
| the Lebanon, the Jewish State and Jerusalem State would be 
guaranteed by Treaties which might be Anglo-French or, possibly, 
Anglo-French-American. The Treaties would also provide for the 
safeguarding of British and French strategic interests. For example, 
we should doubtless require extensive rights in the Port of Haifa for 
naval and commercial purposes, rights over aerodromes in the several. — 
States for military use and rights to maintain troops. It would 
further be necessary to come to an agreement with the French as to 
the ultimate. responsibility (which would have to be ours) for the 
defence of the States, both. inter se and against external aggression, 
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a matter in which, although they might be able to make a contribu-- 
tion to their own defence, the States would presumably require 
assistance. | | | 

(b) The Syrian and Lebanese States, would decide their own form of Govern- 
ment. In the Jewish State it might be necessary to provide for 
communal voting with an. allocation of a working majority of the 
seats in the Legislative Assembly to the Jewish Community. | 

(c) It would be desirable that the States should, if possible, agree to the 
joint administration of certain common services, which should 


include— 


(i) Currency. 

(11) Customs. | 

(iii) Posts and Telegraphs. 

(iv) Railways. 
Control of these services would present difficulty. I do not think it 
would be possible to contemplate establishing for the purpose any form 
of Inter-State Legislative Assembly, as the Jews would inevitably 
regard this as a means of subjecting them to Arab domination. The 
common services might, however, be administered by Joint Boards 
operating under specific agreements for each service. Owing to the 
different economic interests of the Jews and Arabs. there might be 
great difficulty 1n coming to an agreement about a Customs Board, but 
on the other hand, a J ewish Customs frontier would be extremely 
‘difficult to police, and might well be the equivalent. of economic suicide 
for the Jews. I believe that in fact all the States other than the Jewish 
State would accept a Customs Union from the start. (The Lebanese 
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3. 

have already evinced their wish for a Customs Union with Syria), 
and the Jewish State might. accede to the union after experiencing 
the inconvenience of standing out. Nevertheless, if no agreement 
could be reached on the joint administration of common services there 
would be no alternative to complete separation, each State being 
entirely independent. | | 

(Z) Whether or not arrangements can be made for the joint administrations 
of common services, I believe that some form of reference body to 
which difficulties could be referred for settlement would be needed. 
It is therefore suggested that an International Body should be set 
up by the United Nations for the purpose. This Council would have 
its headquarters at Jerusalem and would consist of British, French, 
and if they would co-operate, American representatives. There should 
in any case be a British Chairman and. there. should be either an 
Anglo-American or a British majority. The duties of the Council 
would be— 


(1) Administration of the Jerusalem State. 
(11) Arbitration on any matters which the States may agree to refer. 


111) Supervision of the observance of Treaty obligations on behalf 
of Guarantor Powers. 


8. The last point—namely, the protection of the rights of minorities and 
especially the Arab minority in the Jewish State—is admittedly a difficult 
problem. The States would doubtless be prepared to give assurances of equitable 
treatment and it would be the concern of the Guarantor Powers:to see that the 
assurances were fulfilled. The International Body would be in a position to bring 
to the notice of the Powers any unfair discriminations against minorities, but 
it might be unwise to place an overt duty on them to do this as this might 
encourage constant complaints on minor matters. 


9. Under the above proposals, immigration would be a matter for State 
contro]l.and the Jews would then be free to permit immigration, on whatever 
scale they desired, to the Jewish State but not elsewhere. 


10. What prospect is there of such a scheme as is described above being 
accepted by the Arabs—the Jews—and the French? The proposals made by 
Nuri have already been circulated (P. (Af) (43) 11). It will be seen that the 
scheme I have suggested goes considerably beyond anything which Nuri has in 
mind. In particular he contemplates that the Jewish enclave would be more in 
the nature of an autonomous local government area or canton than of an 
independent State. Moreover, he has never shown any willingness to agree that 
the Jews should control immigration into the Jewish area. On the other hand, 
there is reason to believe that Nahas would not necessarily object to the creation 
of a Jewish State subject to adequate safeguards. ‘This is confirmed by the 
following extract from Jerusalem Telegram No. 251 Saving to the Colonial 


Office :— 


‘‘ Mustapha Pasha Nahas and Tewfiq Pasha agreed that little progress 
could be made until Syria was re-united, and this entailed getting rid of the 
French and solving the problems presented by the Jewish and Maronite 
minorities. They felt that if the Jews and, Maronites refused to form part 
of a Greater Syria, they could be given autonomy or independence in the 
areas of Palestine in which the Jews predominate, and within the boundaries 
of the Lebanon as they stood in 1918. It was unthinkable that either of these 
minorities should be given control of territory in which. other communities 
constituted the majorities.”’ 


All that I can say as a result of my discussions is that I believe there is 
possibility of carrying through these proposals without incurring violent 
reactions from Arabs in general, though this would not necessarily be true of 
Palestinian Arabs or, still less, of Arabs living in the area to be given to the Jews. 
Moreover this would depend on :— 


(2) The creation of a Greater Syria being made possible and genuine 
independence given to it; . 

(b) The boundaries of the Jewish State not exceeding those proposed in the 
Colonial Secretary’s Memorandum, so that large blocks of Arab 
territory are not put under Jewish control. 


[ 26322 | | | B 2 
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I do not mean to imply that the suggested scheme could be enforced without any 


‘trouble. There would certainly be a risk of local disturbances, ¢.g., in Jatfia, but 


I think that if the scheme does not go further than is proposed, and it is made 
clear that it’ is a final solution of the Palestine problem, it might be put into 
operation without major disturbances and without bringing the Arab States 
outside Palestine into conflict with us. 


11. Although I believe that what is proposed is the very most that can be 
offered without the certainty of an Arab revolt, I do not think that it would be 
acceptable to the Jews. If they refuse to accept it there would ‘seem to be only 
two alternatives to offer them :— 7 


(2) Continuance of British rule in Palestine (which would not necessarily 
be incompatible with the creation of a Greater Syria outside 
Palestine) under a form of Government which would be but little 
_ distinguishable from the White Paper; or 
(0) British administration of the Jewish State in order to ensure the con- 
tinuance of the Jewish Home until such time as the Jews themselves 
are willing top take over. 


12. There remain the French. Doubtless the scheme would be unpalatable 

to many Frenchmen who desire to retain Syria and the Lebanon as an integral 
art of the French Empire, but it is clear that the Syrians and the Lebanese 
too (vide the Lebanese Prime Minister’s speech to the Lebanese Parliament on the 
“th October) are strongly opposed to this and there is evidence that the French 


recognise that their hold on Syria is weakening. Moreover, it is doubtful how far 
post-war France will desire or be able to maintain the old French Imperial policy, 
and there are certainly some more far-sighted Frenchmen who are thinking in 


terms of Syrian Union. In asking the French to accept the proposed scheme 


we should have many strong arguments to use. We should be asking them to. 


recognise, in the spirit of the Atlantic Charter, the independence of an area 
which all through history has been united. We should be. asking them to 
do'no more than we ourselves ‘are prepared to do since we should be recognising 


the independence of Transjordan and the Arab part of Palestine, just as they 


would be recognising, indeed, have recognised, the independence -of Syria. 
Finally, we should be offering them a seat on the International Body and giving 
them every opportunity to preserve their legitimate, strategic and other interests 
in the Levant. It is true that we should have to ask their agreement to our 
assuming the primary responsibility for the defence of the whole area, and that 
they would no doubt see in this an end to any hopes which anti-British French- 
men may entertain of countering the interests of the British Empire in the 
Middle East. Nevertheless, the case which we should put to them is surely one 
which it would be difficult to refuse. In this connexion, although, as General 
Spears has pointed out, contradictary statements could be quoted, I may cite 
the following extract from General Catroux’s Proclamation on the occupaticn 


of Syria :— 
“Vous serez donc, désormais, des peuples souverains et indépendants 
et vous pourrez, soit vous constituer en Etats distincts, soit vous rassembler 
en un seul, Etat.”’ 


13. The scheme described in this note and the Colonial Secretary's paper 
has been framed in consultation with Sir H. MacMichael and Sir L. Spears and 
is endorsed by the Minister of State Resident in the Middle East. It obviously 
bristles with difficulties, but difficulties no less great would apply to any scheme 
for a bi-National State. On the other hand, it has a better hope of securing 
finality than the White Paper proposals. In any case, I believe the scheme 
ought to be considered as the only alternative to the White Paper which might 
be attainable without once again plunging Palestine, and, indeed, the whole 


Arab world, into disorder and bloodshed. 
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SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS. 


14. The proposals I make in this paper may, for convenience, be summarised 
as follows :— | 


(1) A new solution for the Palestine problem may be found in a rearrange- 

ment of all the Levant States—Palestine, Transjordan, Syria and 
_ _ Lebanon. (Paragraphs 1 and 2.) _ 

(2) The solution proposed is the partition of Palestine so as to form a Jewish - 
State and the creation of a Greater Syria consisting of the Arab parts 
of Palestine and Lebanon and the existing areas of Syria and Trans-- 
jordan. Four separate States would thus be set up—Greater Syria, 
Lebanon, a Jewish State, and a Jerusalem State (under international 
control). There is a strong case on merits for the restoration of the 
old Greater Syria, which was only broken up after the last war. 
Further, a Greater Syria, by absorbing the uneconomic Arab part of 
Palestine and the Galilee area and by giving strength and confidence 
to the Arab Palestinians, is essential to any satisfactory partition of 
Palestine. (Paragraphs 8 and 4.) 

(3) The four States would be guaranteed by Treaties which might be Anglo- 
French or Anglo-French-American. The Treaties would also safe- 
guard British and French strategic interests. (Paragraph 7 (a).) 

(4) Syria and Lebanon would decide their own form of Government. In 
the Jewish State it might be necessary to provide for communal votin 
to ensure a working majority in the Legislative Assembly to the Jews. 
(Paragraph 7 (6).) : 

(5) The States should have a joint administration for common services 
including currency, customs, posts and telegraphs, and railways. The 
Jews would never agree to an Inter-State Legislature as this might 
subject them to Arab domination. The common services should be 
administered by Joint Boards. Owing to different economic interests 
there might be difficulty over a Joint Customs Board, and the Jews, 
at any rate to begin with, might insist on separate customs 
administration.- (Paragraph 7 (c).) — | 

_ (6) An international body with a British Chairman and consisting of British, 
French and American representatives should be set up to administer 
the Jerusalem State, arbitrate on differences between the States which 
are referred to them, and supervise the observance of Treaty obliga- 
tions on behalf of Guarantor Powers. (Paragraphs 7 (d) and 8.) 

(7) Immigration would be a matter for State Control, and the Jews would 
have sole responsibility for immigration into the Jewish State. 
(Paragraph 9.) | 

(8) Although these proposals would not be welcomed. by the Arabs it is 
thought that they could be introduced without provoking violent 

‘reactions. It is also unlikely that they would be welcome to the Jews. 
There are, however, only two alternatives to offer them, either a 
continuance of the White Paper or British administration of a Jewish 
State established in accordance with the above proposals. The attitude 
of the French cannot be accurately assessed, but there are grounds 
for thinking that their acceptance might be won. (Paragraphs 10-12.) 
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PALESTINE ANB: THE PROPOSED SYRIAN UNION 


_by_the' Deouty Minister of State. 


* . 


“a In the lest eicc months I have had several oppor- 
tunities of discussing with the High Commissioner: for 
Paléstine and members of his Executive Council and also 
with EM. Minister té Syria and the Lebanon varicus | 
Alternatives for’ the settlement of the Palestine Problem 
on the basis of bisNational State or Partition. T have 
also had several talks with Nuri Pasha and Syrian poli- 
tietans as to their aspirations for a Greater Syria. 


2, \*Phe- possibility of Partition 1s receiving, in- 
creased attention both in London and in the Middle East. 

_ T.am not concerned in this note with the broad political 
question whether it is wise, or in accordance with tne 
true interests of the Jews themselves, to create a : 

Jewish, State and-hation. All I seek to do is to analyse 

in the light of the, diseussions I have had what, if any, 
form of Partition would: be administratively practicable 

rand attainable without: creating major disturbances in. 

. the Arab world, 0. a ae fe | ake 


e 
a ry ' 
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3, | My’ discussions have revealed an -almost -unanimons 
opinion that the Palestine problem ought ‘not to be con- 
sidered in isolation but as part of a vroper arrangément 
of the Levant States as a whole. This applies with 

. speetal force to any scheme of Partition becaise i- 
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(a) The. Paléstine Arab residue would otherwise be too 
weak an economic unit to stand alone; 
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(b) Fusion with a stronger unit would give confidence 
to the Arab Palestinians. against further encroach- 
_ ments by force or diplomacy ; = € 


‘ 


(e} The Galilce'area, if left out of the Jewish part 
of Palestine, would be an awkward tsland unless 
ineluded in' Syria. er as 
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Thére is moreover a strong case’6n merits for the 
restoration of a Greater Syria. This wovld be a return to 
a political arrangement which lasted for many centuries ar” 


was disturbed only by the erbitrary creation or tne Levels 
States after the last war. | | 


4, Accordingly I suggest that any scheme for the 
Pertition of ‘Palestine should be accompanied by proposals 

for the. ereation of a Greater Syria, by which I mean the 
fusion into a’ single State of the existing areas of Syria, 
Transjordan, the Arab part oi. Palestine and Arab areas 

in the Lebanon. I suggest the inelusion of varts of Lebanon 
in Greater Syria: beeause.I: believe there would be advantage 
in reducing the’ present Lebanon more nearly to its former 
boundaries and’.so creating.a predominantiy Christian State. 


eo A 


a 


I believe from diseusstons I had in Lebanon that this would 
be acceptable te all parties coneerned, It would be 
necessary to make special arrangements for the Jerusalem 


area, including Bethlehem, which might be formed into a 
smal International State, 


or Under the above proposals four separate States 
would be ereated (I refer to them in this Hote as the ~ 
Levant States) - Greater Syria, the Lebanon, the Jewish 
State and the Jerusalem State. It is possible that thére 
Would be difficulty in the immediate fermation of a Single - 
Greater Syria and that it would be necessary, as a first 
step towards ultimate fusion, to form an enlarged Syria, 
consisting of the present Syria, Galflee and part of 
Lebanon, and an enlarged Trans jordan, eonsisting of the 
present Transjerdan and the Arab pert of Palestine; “TI 
think, however, that this twoestage appreach could, and 
should, be avoided and I am assuming for the purposes 6f 
this note that Greater Syria would be ereated. at the outset. 
6, It ds possible that the creation of Greater Syria 
would be folléwed by its federation (or even -the feleration. 
of all the Levant States) with Sther Arab States - particu- 
larly Iraq. I am. not coneerned {n this note with such a 
development which {s a matter for the Arab States themselves. 
to werk out, All that need be Said here ts that the {dea 
of such a féderation with the creation of a Greater Syrda 
in Step towards {t, {1s much in the minds 6f Arab 
statesmen, | _ | . 
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7e I’ turn now to the question of the. actual area te - 
be ineluded’ in the Jewish State, Throughout eur, discussions 
on Partition T have found unanimous opinton among those 
responsible for Government and Defence that it would — 
| jinevitably cause.a much.more seriolis Arab rebellion than 
yi that of 1936 to 1939 if any sektd block of Arabsfwere to 

¢ be handed over to Jewish controel,/. Although’ British milttary 
“Power could no doubt eventually overcome Arab armed fésist- 
aneé, to impose the domination of a Jewish minority over 
an Arab majority would cause such bitter resentment as would 
not be forgotten for generations and would ensure 4 politi{- 
cal and eeonomic boycott of the Jewtsh State and its indus -~ 
tries among its Arab neighbours. I am convineed therefore 
that 1t would be impossible to inelude within a Jewish 

State either, as was propesed by the Peel Commission, the 
seitd block of -66;000/ Arabs in Galilee or, as has been more 
recently sugeested, the 660/ Arabs in the Gaza sub«district 
and the 80,000° Arabs in the inKabited portion (barley lands) 
of the Beersheba sub-district, In the Beersheba sub-district 
thefarms average only 25 acres and owing to the lack of 
rainfall prodiice on the average half a crop a year. Conse- 
quently Jewish settlement could only take place by forcibly 
removing many Arab oceuplers who owing to an insuffictency 

of land are already living on a standard of bare subsistence. 
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Oe A seheme of Partition has been worked out which 
would give as much territory as possible to the Jewish State 
without Including in it large purely Arab areas. Briefly 
the scheme would-give to the Jews the Vale of Sharon, the 
“lein of Esdraelon and the “Hula Valley, As indicated 


/above.,. 


aes 
3 ae 


: 
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above the Jerusalem area ineluding Bethlehem would 
become, an International State and Galilee and the rest 
of Arab»Palestine would be included in Greater Syria, 

The Jewish State would have a. total population of 390,000 


Jews as against 362,000 Arabs ‘and all but about 5000 of 
the Jews now. in Palestine would be within either the 
Jewis® State or the Jerusalem Reserve, — 


9. the .powers ‘and mutual relattonship of the pre- 
posed Levant. States’ Present many. problems, Briefly, as 
a result of my discussions, I believe that the most prac- 
tleable seheme would be on the.following lines :- 


’ 


(a) The territorial integrity of each of the Levant 
States, 1.e, Greater Syria, the Lebanon, the 
Jewish State and Jerusalem State would be guaren- 
teed by Treaty. Thus Greater Syria might be given 
a joint Anglo-French (? -American) guarantee and 
@ither;the other States might bé treated similarly 
or the Lebanon might be proteeted by a Treaty with 
the French and the Jewish State by 4 British 
(? eAmerican) Treaty. The Treaties would also 
provide for the safe-guarding of British and 
French strategic interests. For example, we 


should donbtless require extensive rights in 
the Port-of Haifa for Naval: and commeretfal purposes, 
rights over aerodromes in the several States for 
military use and rights to maintain. troops. It 
would further be necessary to come to an agréd- 
ment with the French as to the ultimate responsi- 
bility (whieh would have to be ours) for the 

defence of the States, both inter se and against 
external aggression, a matter in which, although 
théy might be able to make a contribution to their 
own defence, the States would presumably require 
assistance, | ; ae 
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(b) The Syrian and Lebanese States would decide their 
| own form of Government. -In the Jewish State it 
Might be necessary to provide for communal voting 
with an allocation of a. working majority of. the 
.séeats.in the Legislative Assembly to the Jewish |. 
Community. — | ns - Z 
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(e) It would be desirable that the States should, | 
if possible, agree to the joint administration of 
certain common services, which should include :- 


eterence 


i 


Currency — . 

Customs — 

Posts and Telegraphs 
Ratlways a 


Control of these services.would present difficulty. 
I do not think it-would be pessible to contemplate 
establishing for the purpose any form of Inter- 
State Legislative Assembly: as the Jews would fnevit- 
ably regard this as a,means of subjecting them to 
Arab.domination. | The common: services might, ~ 
however, be’ administered by Joint Boards operating 
under specific agreements for each service. 


/ Owing ... 


SVRL AUTRE 
be 


A 


wing to the different economie interests of the . 
Jews and Arabs there might be great difficulty in 
coming to an agreement on a Customs Boardy but .to 
give the Jewish State its own Customs frontier would 
be extremely difficult to police, and, one would 
think, economic Suieide for the Jews, I believe 
that in fact all the States other than the Jewish 
State would accept a Customs union from the start 
and the Jewish State might aecede to the union 
after experieneing the tneonvenienee of standing out. 
Nevertheless if no . agreement could be reached on 
the joint administration of eommon serviees there 
would be no alternative to eomplete separation, 
each State being entirely {ndependent. 


Whether or not arrangements ean be made for the 
joint administrations ef commen services, I believe 
that some form of reference body. te which diffi- 
culties could be. réferred for settlement would be 
heeded. It is therefore suggested that an Inter~" 
n,*ional Body sheuld be set up by the United Nations 
for the purpose, . This Council weuld have its 
headquarters at Jerusalem and would consist of 
British, French, and if they will co-operate, 
American representatives. There should in any case 
be a British Chairman and there should be either ee] 
Anglo-American or a British majority, The duties 
of the Council would be. :- | 


Administration of the Jerusalem State. 
Arbitration on any matters which the States 
may apree to refer, 
Supervision of the observance of Treaty 
obligations on behalf of Guarantee Powers, 
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10, The last point = namely the protection of the 
rights of minorities and especfally the Arab minority in 
the Jewish State ~ is admittedly a difficult problem, 

The States could, no doubt, be indueed te give guarantees 
of equitable treatment, . The Treaties with the States 
might accordingly contain clauses for the protection of | 
minorities with such sanctions as can be devised, and the 
International Bedy would be given a watching brief with 
the duty of bringing to the notice of the United Nations 


or making public any unfair discrimination against minort- 
ties, | 


Met 
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ll. Under the above proposals, immigration wenld be a 
matter for State control and the bens would then be free 

to nermit immigration, on whatever seatle they. desiréd to 

the Jewish State but not elsewhere, 


eterenre 


f 
is 
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Oe Nothing has beem said so far about the Negeb, ALL 
the evidenee that I have been able to Oobtafn points over whelm- 
ingly to the conelusion that there is in the Negeb {nsufficient 
infsll water and sotl and that any hope. of. its development 
an idle dream, :Neye*theless it {4s desirable that the 
stion should be authoritatively settled and the best course 
“be to invite the Internetional Body to, have an expert 
svevey made and determine whether. development ts. possible 
end LP so rhat population the Negeb could carry. __ if the 


/answer.., 


-- - - - 


2 | 


answ6r is eneouraging there is neo reason why the | 
Nezgeb should net be givén to the Jews though it would. 

Réecessarily be separated ffom the Jewish State proper by 
the intervening Beersheba region. | ei 


13. - | What prospect is there of such a seheme asiis | 
deseribed above being accepted by the Arabs - the Jéws -. 
and the French? I give in the Appendix to this note a 
short aecount of the proposals which Nuri has made in the 
Memeorandum which he submitted to the Ministér of State and 
in my discussions with him. It will be seen that the scheme 
I have suggested goes .considerably beyond anything. which 
Nuri has in mind. In narticular. he contemplates that the 
Jewish enelave.would be more in the nature. of.an autonomous 
local gevernment area or canton than of an indepéndent 
State, Moreover: he has never shown: any willingness. to. agree 
that the Jews should control immigration into the Jewish 
area, - On the. other hand there is reason to belleve that 
Nahas would not necessarily object. to the creation of a 
Jewish State subject to adequate safeguards.... This. has 
since been confirmed by Jerusalem Telegram No6.251 Saving 

to the Colonial Office, an extract from. which. ts. con~ 
fainéd in the Appendix... All that. I can say asa. result. 
of my discussions, is, that I believe. there is possibility 
of carrying through these: proposals without inevrring. 
violent reaect{ons from Arabs in general though this would. 
not necessarily be. true of Palestinian Arabs or, still | 
less,.of Arabs living in the area to be given to the Jews. 
Moreover this vould depend on :-. | : 
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(a) The creation of a Greater Syrta Heing made possible 
and genuine independence given to its; . 

(b) The boundaries of the Jewish State .not exceeding 
those which I have proposed so that large blocks 
of Arab territory are not nut under Jewish control. 
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I do not mean to imply that the suggested scheme could be 
enforeed without any trouble. There would certainly be 

a risk of local disturbances e.g. in Jaffa, but I think 

that if the scheme does not go further than is proposed, and 
it is made clear that it is a final solution of thé Pales- 
tine problem, it might be put into-operation without major 
disturbances and without bringing the Arab States outside: 
Palestine into conflict with us. : * 
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14... Although I belteve that what is proposed is the 
very most thet can be-offered without the certainty of 

an Arab revolt,-.I do not think. that it would. be accepuavle 
to the Jews, If the¥ réfuse to accept it there would seem 
to be only two alternatives to offer them :- 


4 


vrerenre 


i 


(2) Continuance of British rule in Palestine (which 
would not necessarily be tneompatible with the. 
ereation of a Greater Syria outside Palestine) under 
a form of Government which would be but Little 
distinguishable from the White Paper; or 


British administration of the Jewish State in order 
to ensure the continuance of the Jewish Home until 
such time as the Jews themselves are wil ling to 
taye over, 


— 
ee 


15s There remain the French. Deudtiess the scheme 
would’ be whpalatable to man¥ Frenchmen who desire to 
retain Syria and the. Lebanon as an integral part of thé” 
French Empire, but it fs clear that the Syrians at least 
are strongly opposed to this and there {s evidenee that 
the Fretich recognise that. their hold on‘Syria is weakening, 
Moreover, it is deubtful: how far post-war Franee will 
desfré or be able te maintain the old French Imperial 
policy, and there are certainly some more far-sighted 
Frenchmen who are thinking in terms of Syrian Union.. In 
Ssking the Freneh to accept the proposed seheme we should 
have many strong arguments to use. We should be asking 
them to receenise, in the spirit of the Atlantic: Charter, 
the independence of an area which all through history 

has been united. We should be asking them to-do no more 
than we ourselves are prepared to do since we should be 
recognising the {ndependence of Transjordan and the Arab 
part of Palestine, just as they would be reeognising, 
indeed have reeognised, the independence of Syria. We 
should be leaving te them a clese interest in, and 
connection with, the Lebanon, an area whieh is much more 
French in. ewulture than the rest of the Levant.. Finally. 
we should be offering them a seat on the International Bady 
and giving them every: opportunity to. preserve their : 
legitimate interests, strategic, transport and commeretal 
in Syria, It is true that we should have to ask their 
agreement to our assuming the primary responsibility for 
the defenee of the whele area, and that they would Ro 
doubt see in this an end to any hopes whieh anti-British 
Frenchmen may entertain of countering the interests of the 
British Empire in-the Middle East. Nevertheless, the 
easé. which we should put.to them is surely one which it 
would be difficult for them to refuse. (See extract given 
th the Appendix from General Catroux's Proclamation on 


the occupation of Syria). 
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kom The scheme deseribed in this note obviously bristles 
with diffieultiés but, difficulties no less great would 
apnoly to any scheme for a bi-Natfonal State. Whether in 
the lone run it would prove to have been as statesmanlike 
as'a much closer adherence to the principles of the White 
Paper, is a matter of opinton. Tt would in all pro- 
bability be aecepted willingly by none of the parties con- 
cerned, (the White Paper is at least aeceptable to the Arabs 
and would have to be imposed. On the other hand it has a 
petter hope of seeuring finality than the White Paper pec 
posals. In any case, I have thought it right to put .tne.- 
scheme forward as the only alternative to the White Paper 
which might be attainable without once again plunging 
Palestine, and indeed, the whole Arab world,. into disorder 


and bloodshed. 


aby The seheme has heen: framed in eonsultation with Sir 
H, MaeMichael.and Sir L, Spears and is endorsed by the Minister 


of State. | . 
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APPENDIX 


OED A EG ST A AD TENS RED STN OED 


A, Nuri Pasha'ts Proposals 


te 


1. ' Nuri Pasha bases his proposals on the fact that 
whether under the Arab, Turkish or Egyptian caliphates, 
Syria haS“been part of a single unit until it was divided 
by Britain and France after the last war, in spite of 

the strong protests of all Arab leaders. His "Blue Book" 
citrtnhlated early this year marks, however, an impottant 
change in the Arab attitude towards a partitioned 
Palestine. His conclusions are that "... the only fair 


soltition and indeed the only hope of securing permanent 


peace, contentment and progress in these Arab areas is 
for the United Nations to declare now :‘~ | 


(a) That Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan 
shall .be reunited into one State. 


That the form of Government of this State, whether 
monarchial or republican, whether unitary or 
federal, shall be decided by the peoples of this 
State themselves. | 


That there shall be created an Arab League to which 
Iraq and Syria will adhere: at once and which can be 
joined by the other Arab States at will, 


That this Arab League shall have a permanent Council 
nominated by the member States.and presided over 
by one of the rulers of the States who shall be 
chosen in a manner acceptable to the States 
concerned, 


The Arab Lédgue Council shall be responsible for 
the following :- | 


Defence | 
( Foreign Affairs 
Ci Currency 
( Communications 
| Customs _ 
( Protection of Minority rights. 


# 


The Jews in Palestine shall be given semi-autonomy. 
They shall have the right to their own rural and 
urban district administration including schools, 
health institutes and police, subject to general 
supervision by the Syrian State. | 


Jerusalem shall be a city to which members of all 
religions shall have free access for pilgrimage 
and worship. A special commission composed of 
representatives of the three theocratic religions 


shall be set up to ensure this. 


# Note: 
Nuri subsequently came to the conclusion 


that. Customs should be a State and not a League 
Service. 


(h) That if they demand it, the Maronites in the 
Lebanon shall be granted 4 privileged regime such 
ag they possessed during the last years of the 
Ottoman Empire. This special regime like those 
to be set up in paragraphs 6 and 7 above shall rest 


Jal on an Internation/Guarantee. 


QO. In the matter of Foreign Affairs Nuri suggests the 
same concurrent powers as are possessed by the Dominions 
within the British Empire so that treaties and diplomatic 
relations could be left to the Arab League and could also 
be exercised independently by the two above mentioned 
partners. We need not, however, be. “eatly concerned at 
this atage with the proposals / (ce), (da) and (e) above_/ 
for the formation of an over-all Arah League. The League, 
if formed, would include the Syrian Union. 


3. Nuri sums up his scheme as follows 


— ONT all Palestine were included in one Syrian State 
the boundaries of the Jewish enclave would be administra- 
tive boundaries only. The Jewish areas might consist of 
a humber of gadhas..or .¢ven nahiyas in which the Jews would 
enjoy special rights; alternatively, by arrangement with 
all parties, qa definite consolidated area could be assigned 
to the’ Jews for semi-autonomous administration and Arabs 
settled within it would have to accept to live under the 
special regime or be found land elsewhere". 
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A, .- It should be added that :- 


Nuri has said he is most anxious to ensure fair treat- 
ment to minorities; eG 


At his last talk with, Lord Moyne Nuri was not pre- 
pared to concede control of .imrigration to the Jewis® 
State, on the ground that this would involve the re- 
imposition of frontier posts.. This reason seems — 
unconvincing as the overflow of Jews into neighbour- 
ing territories could ‘be prevented by prohibiting 
purchase of land or leases, also of residence 

outside the Jewish State except so far as may be 


aythorised under special permits for short visits, 
etc. 
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Extract from Jerusalem telegram No.251 Saving | 
to Colonial Office. 


Mustapha Pasha Nahas and Tewfiq Pasha agreed 
thet little propress could be made until Syrila was” 
reeunited and this entailed getting rid of the French 
and solving the problems presented by the Jewish and 
Maronite minorities. They felt that if the Jews ~ 
and Maronites refused to form part of a Greater Syria 
they could be given autonomy or independence in thé 
areas of Palestine in which the Jews predominate and 
within the boundaries of the Lebanon as they stood 
in 1918. It was unthinkable that either of thesé 
minorities should be given control of territory in 
which other communities constituted the majorities. 


C. Extract from the Proclamation of General Catroux 
made in the name of General de Gaulle Chief 
of the Free French on the occupation of Syria. 


Vous serez done, desormais, des peuples 
souverains et indépendants et vous pourrez, soit 
vous constituer en Etats distincts, soit vous 
rassembler en un seul Etat. 


DISTRIBUTION OF JSWISH POPULATION 
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enclosure to which it refers: I agree t 


ge f oe dag men OR 


PRISEC 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE a § ay 


nr re os 


sir Eepeposys De 8,40 am. 3rd October, 1943. 


; Re 2.25 pom. Srd October, 1943, 
nad October, 19435, 


Repeated to Minister of State, Cairo Saving, a ics i 
| 

(10303 | 

i 


Following for Lord Moyne. 


Personal and Most Secret, 


_ Reference last paragraph of memorandum enclosed in your 
letter of September 25th, I feel bound to point out that this 
memorandum as now revised contains several new features on which 
I was not consulted and to which I would not have agreed, 


2, Paragraph 5 second sentence: I consider most 
dangerous even to suggest this ded pare Its effect would 
be to increase the area under foreign influence, [ven as a 
eompOt ety expedient this would be undesirable and we might 
never get beyond that stage. | 


mie BAD RP ht aa at 
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3, Paragraph 9 (a) second sentence; alternative arrangement 


puBpes ted for Lebanon would in my view vitiate whole scheme, 
fundamental purpose of which was to include all _ areas concerned 
in one Federation on equal terms. Arabs would I feel surely 
never accept such an arrangement which they would regard as 
ereating a political excrescence, 


4, As regards penultimate sentence of paragyaph 4] 
maintain the Ura a eet expressed despite Dodge's oontrary 
opinion, and I consider it wiser to face the possibility of 


‘opposition squarely at the outset, 


De Similarl for last sentence of paragrap? A eviews 


are deplorable but the fact remains that passage which I 
cited from later declaration is equally binding and would 
certainly be quoted against us as the last word on this subject. 


[Copies sent to Lord Moyne]. 


O.T.P. 
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Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
OeWes Ls 


| $” October, 1943. 
7587 2/43 (S) A , 


SECRET 


Dear Bytes, 


As promised ovrthe telephone on : 
Saturday, I am sehding you a copy of 7a | 


a record which I made of the 


discus’sion here on the 15th of Oct obesa 


It was not intended as a formal 
account of the proceedings, but 
perhaps it is sufficiently detailed 
to meet Peterson's requirements. 

If you would wish to suggest any 


amendments please do not hesitate to a 


do s0. 


Yours sincerely, 


H.M. EYRES, ESQ. 


a 


~~ 


(Sco 


SRSoerp ts 
Per oer 
4 


Record of a meeting held at the Colonial 
Office at_ 11 a.m. on the 15th October, 


Present :- 


Gir George Gater, Sir Arthur Rucker, 
Mr. G. Palmer, M.P., Mr. Armstrong, 

Sir Douglas Harris, ‘Sir Maurice Peterson, 
Mr. Boyd, Mr. Baxter, 

Lord Moyne, 3 Mr, Eyres. 


The meeting had been arranged to consider a 
memorandum by Lord Moyne on "Palestine and the Proposed 
Syrian Union" and a Colonial Office memorandum on "A Plan 
for the Partition of Palestine", 


| Lord Moyne explained that he had already drafted a 
sécond memorandum on Jewish settlement in former Ttalian 
possessions in Africa, Mr. Baxter said that the Foreign 
Office had completed a paper on the same subject, which was 
to be circulated to the Ministerial Committee after it had 
been approved by Mr. Law. . Lord Moyne then undertook to let 
the Foreign Office have a copy of his memorandum so that it 
might be compared with the Foreign Office paper, If they 
covered very much the same ground it might not be necessary 


for him to circulate his memorandum to the Ministerial 
Committee. : 
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‘Sir George Gater said that it would be useful to 
have the vicws of the Foreign Office on. the two papers on 


"Palestine ‘and the Proposed Syrian Union" and the "Plan for 
Partition”. oa | ia 7 


ba 
oF 


7 ‘ 
2 te 


Sir Maurice Peterson explained that the Foreign 
Office, for reasons not within his control, had been 
regrettably behind-hand with the completion of their own 
memoranda, .In a paper which they were.on the point of 
producing, the line they proposed to take was that any 
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Palestine settlement should be fitted into Great 
Britain's Middle East policy and without imposing 
an undue strain upon it. It had been decidea, 
with Mr. Eden's authority, that the American views | 


on this, subject, which were latwa: 
fan Piusej necd Wot’bd taken into decount, though 
at a later”stage of course the U.S. Government. 


would have to be consulted, — 


Britain would have to draw heavily on her eredit 
with the 4rab countries of the Middle East after 
the ware ae QF. ky eyoOt ; WS: a b ay fas 


‘Countries, had been of hclp to us, There was not ': 
very much of a credit balance for us except perhaps 
with. Ibag where we ) , Hea meree 
O ie There would also be to ou 
credit whatever we could attain in the way of hel 
Arab federation, Therefore, Sir M. Peterson felt 
that any Palestine settlement that went beyond the 
creation of a merely "token" Jewish State woula 

be very difficult to fit in without bringing the 
whole structure down, He had studied the Colonial 


Office draft and it appeared ‘to him that the partition. _ 


plan therein sdvocated was very .Similar to thet 
recommended by the Peel Commission except (1). that 
it retained Galilee for the Arabs, and (2) that the 
Arabs were to lose Jaffa and the Jaffa-J erusalem 
corridor, But there were apparent drawbacks, 

The lines drawn on the map for the Colonial Office 
Scheme seemed to present an almost ideal trouble- 
making affair for the two States, which. touched 

each other at every conceivable point. Secondly, 
the Foreign Office were not very happy abcut the 
inclusion in the Jewish State of the Huleh Valley, 
He would like to know what the reasons Were for its 
inclusion, Was it on account of an excess of 
Jewish population there, or was it-because of the. 
economic possibilities of the region?.. If the latter, 
he felt that we ought not to be too much affected by 
the economic possibilities, Was it our business to 
say that because the Arabs won't develop the place 
the Jews must have it? The Foreign Office were 
apprehensive of the results of this kind ci coetrine. 
The Americans were f rankly talkingin terms of big 


business 


u vot | 


ine 
“a 
ai 


business in the Middle Last. He was very doubtful as 


the need for the inclusion in the Jewish State of this 
north-eastern salient. The Foreign Office therefore 
preferred Plan "C" of the Partition Commission, i.e. a 
purely "token" Jewish State, which might be supplemented 
by settlements in other parts of the world so as to create 


a Jerich’lébensraum. He noticed that the Woodhead 
Commission did not give the Jéws access to Tiberias, b 
the 


of 


ees 


, Further, it appeared that under both plans (15.65 
Mr. Amery’s and the Colonial Office schemes) the Haifa area 
was to fall within the Jewish Statc., But surely the 
Admiralty would want’ to retain Hsife, in which case the 
best arrangenent might be to keep Jerusalem and the Haifa 
area perimeter under a British High Commissioner; not, of 
course, under a League of Nations mandgts but under .a 
British treaty UL init pn on, Ae Lem teé Ucbea Ai Aiesd 


RAAT oh ee 


Sir M. Peterson felt sure that the Service Departments would 


a PN Oe ES 


ee not agree to place Haifa in the Jewish State and, so far as 
ee the Arabs were eoncerned, they would feel more than ever: 
ey shut away from the coast if Haifa was to be included, not 
in a mandated area, but in purely Jewish territory. 
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Lord Moyne explained that the authorities in the 
Middle East did not desire to retain Britain possession of 
Haifa and surrounding territory so long as strong treaty 
rights had been acquired in a settlement with the J CWS. 
The defence of the Nile would in future be undertaken from 
Benghazi; Haifa would remain one of the bastions of British 
defence int the Eastern Mediterranean, but it would lie 
within the Jewish State. His recollectionwas that 
General Sir Maitland Wilson had been definite in his vieyv 
that.the Haining plan for the retention of Haifa and the 
perimeter zone was no longer necessary. 
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Sir M. Peterson reiterated that it was very 


questionable whether the main bastion of Haifa should be in 
a Jewish State, 


The last point that he wishud to raise was that 


the Colonial Office paper appeared to citestep gracefully 
the proposal about Greater Syria. The Foreign Office 


ae 


ae 


shared the apprehensivas the Colonial Office about the 
Greater Syria project being linked up from the outset with 
Partition. He quite understood that without the Greater 

Syria plan Galilee would be cut off from Arab Moslem 

territory and left hopelessly stranded between the northern 
part of the Jewish State and a semi-Christian State. of Lebanon. 
But why leave the Arabs in this position? Would it not 

be better to give them the Huleh Valley? In which case 

there would be a continuous belt of Arab territory in the 
north from the coast through Galilee and Huleh to southe 

{Syria and Trans-Jordan. He realisedathat the Ara : 

a4would get a very nasty shock and therefore might b 

better to give them sore compensation, e.ge through the 
establishment of a Greater Syria with an:uddition of 
uterritory from the Lebanon, and freedom for the Arabs of 
“Palestine. : —— 

The Foreign Office agreed that the mandates fur 

Palestine and Trans-—Jordan should be swept away; but they were 
not sure that it might not be.better 4o unite an Arab. Palestine 
and Trans-Jordan under the Amir Abdullah and then let Arab 
Federation taxe its course. It must be realised that the 
Greater Syria project was going to cause serious trouble with __ 


the French although, from the ¥oreign Office..point..of. view, 


SPEIRS AEN Crp ae CONCH 


theywelcomedga scheme for the partition of Palestine an 
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for the aborition—ef the mandates | Pales 

Trans-Jordan, Difficulties would arise from the ranner in“ 

which the frontiers were drawn. He agreed that we should\~ 

insist with the French that their point of view was not going 

to stand in the way of. an Arab federation, but<« the French 

were very apprehensive of the loss of influence in the Levant 

States. If the Lebanon and Syria were to be: linked together 

in a Greater Syria and a schere of Arab federation were tinen 

to be superimposed, the French might well feel that they 

would have no influence left in this part of the world. 
Further, Ibn Saud’'s reactions would have to be taken 

into account. The King was likely to oppose the Greater Syria 

plan not only because he would fear that the authority of the 

Hashimite dynasty. would be enhanced, but alse because the 

ereation of a strong unified Arab State in the north would 
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Finally, Sir *{. Peterson assumed that the White Paper 


policy could not be d 


civilised world 


prior consultat 
f the 


He thought it important that the 
at some stage record that, owing 


4 


« 


shment of a Jewish State, and that could 


best be attained in Palestine with the addition of satellite 


colonies elsewhere. 


The Jewish people had 


t was essential that a 


thout 
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sience oO 
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Cabinet Committee should 


to the sufferings of the Jews, 
ad that the c 
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with both Arabs and J 
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h State should be created. 


"8 camp 


Jewis 
been 


demanded the establi 
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Foreign Office paper 


giving an appreciation of repercussions in the Arab world 
to the Partition policy in Palestine would be circulated, 


but t 


M. Peterson said that the 
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Sir G. Gater thought it would be a p 


to be no link between the 
hand and the Colonial Office and Minister of State 


other. 


on the 
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terial Committee to consider the var 
proposed and when they had decided on one of them 


Foreign Office for their views on it. 
. 
rry out, also they. had certain 


As.he understood 


G. Gater explained t 
stage.to get the greatest measure of 


the form of Partition suge 


be. difficult to ca 


Sir Me Peterson Said that he would ex 
it would 


Sir 


is 


Office were not against partition in prince 


in 
eliminate difficulties. 


objections to. 


this 
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/Lord Moyne 


nee 
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. Lord Moyne suggested that the points raised by 


Sir M. Peterson might be taken in their order. 


. 


x 


Sir Lb. Harris, dealing first with the frontiers, 

explained that all Partition: boundaries ereated | 
difficulties. An effort had been made in the Middle East 
plan so to draw the frontier line as not to separate Arab 
villages from their lands, thus Obiiating the ereation of 
large numbers of landless Arabs. ~ Turning tothe Huleh 
Valley, -there were 37,000 Arabs and 5,00C Jews in the Safad 
Sub-district. The country around Lake Huleh was a plague 
spot from which mosquitoes ranged all over the areae On . 
the other hand, it was the best irrigation area in Palestine, 
and the Jews had obtained ‘an important concession deriving 
from the Turks for the drainage and reclamation of the whole 
basin. Incidentally, this concession gave a considerable 
area of land to the local Arabs. The main justification for 
the inclusion in the Jewish State of the Huleh Valley area was 
the existence of this concession. | 


Further south, it had been thought advisable to inelude 
Tulkarm in the Arab area. AB regards Jaffa, the position now 
was that this Arab town had been completely encircled by Jewish 
land. Unless Jaffa itself were to be a separate enclave the 
only alternative now was to inelude it with Tel-Aviv in the 
Jewish State. South of Jaffa the proposed frontier largely 
followed the line of the Land Transfers Regulations conee 


Sir D. Harris added that, if Jaffa were given to the 
Jews, serious trouble might be expected from the Arabs of the 
town and neigibouring district. | 

The proposed Jerusalem State had been 80 defined as to 
include not only the City of Jerusalem but also the Christian 
towns of Bethlehem and Ramallahe . 


one . ‘ > 


Sir M. Peterson suggested that the fact that Jews 
wishing to proceed from the coast to the Jerus&lem State, 
would have to pass through a belt of Arab country, was 4 
drawback to the proposal for a separate Jerusalem State in 
the hinterland. Surely ‘there was a case for the creation of 
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a corridor from verusalem to the coast to obviate this 
difficulty ? 8 oO 

Lord Moyne said that we had got to bear in mind the 
importance of arranging a comfortable Jewish majority in 
their new State, with as much Arab lan@ as possible and as 
few Arabs included in it. General Smuts, With whom he 
had a recent conversation, had been Surprisingly eordial 
with regard to the Greater Syria project. Indeed‘he 
Was convinced that it was an ideal that we could nct neglect. 
Lord Moyne enguired whether there were Jewish plantations in 
the Huleh area. If the Huleh Valley area were left out 
would it reduce the Jewish population in the new State? 


Sir De Harris explained that tie Huleh salient 
contained 635,209 dunums of Arab land and 150,000 dunums of 
Jewish lands; with an Arab population of 37,000 and a Jewish 
population of 5,800. If, tuerefore, iluleh were omitted 
from the Jewish State the Jevish mjority there would be 
increased, but it would at the same time increase the Jewish 
minority in the Arab territory. 
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Lord Moyne Suggested that, if we could not get a 
connection for Galilee with Syria in‘the manner proposed, it 
might be worth while to attempt the exclusion of the Huleh 
Salient from the Jewish State; but in his view it would 
be better tc put through the Greater Syria scheme. We 
Should do everything we could to satisfy the Arabs generally. 


Nuri was much keener on the Greater Syria project as 2 ste 
Pee yg LED 


LI 


et 


towards Pederation. In, Lord Moyne's view the idea of 
Federation was receding to the background. Nahas didn't 
dream of coming into any Federation schere. The French were 
likely to be very difficult when the time came for a 
cme p i ae them, particularly cover Tunisia and Algeria, 
but we OUsht ‘to be able to reno iv fez Tat 
representative at Cairo and "4. Ysa aca veultess 
Prone bie Miew of the Greater syria scheme provided that 
French strategic interests were fully sate . = ae 
rRench would get all they w: toe ee bgein The 

: | ey wanted by treaties with the 
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BU tee 


Lebanon and Greater Syria; ‘the danger was that if they got 
these trenties in tne near future they might be able to 
interpose a barrier between us and our objectives. Ibn Saud had 
been suprisingly frank in his recent admission that the fuiture 
of Syria was not really his business. Lord Mpyne thought that 
we could exageratéchis importance in this ratter: his people 
were not of the same religious séct as the Arabs of the Levant 
States. He was the ruler of a most interesting mediaeval state 
but he had no moral right to intervene in preventing Arab 
Federation when in fact his people were of different racial 
origin. The people of Saudi Arabia had no economic interests 
in the Syrian group and their prejudices stHould not be allowed 
to stand in the way of a long-range settlement. Actually 

Lord Moyne did not considé@r there was any real danger of a 
Hashimite dynasty being created in Greater Syria: the tendency 


would be rather towards a Republican régime. 


Tevfik Pasha had assured Mr, virkbride recently that the ‘'rang 
Jordan Government would not let Abdullah's interests stand in the | 
way of the establishment of a Greater Syria. Jiord Moyne agreeca 
with Sir M. Peterson that plans would have to be carefully worked 
out when the Cabinet had decided on their policy. He would be 
in favour of telling the French that they were not to be deprived 
of their rightaz Britain would ‘predominate in the south and Franc 
in the north. The Arabs and the Jews cught to be taken into 
consultation and’they should be told that this Was ‘a ~ | 
settlement which had got to be accepted. ‘So far as Syria 
and the Lebanon were concerned General ‘Catroux's proclamation on 
the occupation of “yria was of importance. | 


lad 
CO 
Le. 
uu. 
oO 
oS 
ce 
o 
CO 
ld 
oc 
> 
awl 


ey 


& 


NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION 
ret 


"Vous serez donc, désormais, des peuples 
souverains et indépendants et vous pourrez, 
soit vous constituer en Etats distincts, 
soit vous rassembler en un seul Etat." 
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We cught to insist on the French agreeing to postpone their 

treaties with the Syrians and the Lebanese until Britain was i 

a position to make her treaties alsO. ae 
/Sir M Peterson 
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Sir M. Peterson, turning again to the Huleh Valley 
area, enquired whether it was really necessary to press for 
the ereation of a Greater syria. Could we not be content with 
the union of the lesser area of Arab: Palestine and 
Trans—~Jordan? oo | | | 


Lord “toyne said that we must take into account the 
interptetation placed by the Arabs on lHinisterial Statementse 
Even Mr. Eden's statement iast year about Ara» Federation was 
now described by the arabs as a pledge. The Arabs knew very 
Well that they could never effect Arab Federation as a result 
of their own erforts. They felt that Britain was committed 
to this state-ent and they relied on her to see | at it was 
carried into effect. | 


‘So far as the Anir Abdullah was concerned Lord Hoyne 
Lifetime, with no dynastic undertaking. secondly, he might 


felt that there were two alternatives. Firat, Greater Syria 

might acquiesce in accepting him as fing opr President for his 
n 

be left as local Amir in Trans-Jordan with a purely honorific 

title. | 


Sir D. Hiarris said that the feeling of tne Palestine 
Arabs would be much more Favourable te the Partition project 
if they were tu be included in a large State such as Greater 
Syria, and not rerely lumped in with Trens—Jordan. Lord Mame 
agreed: this had been one of the reasons for turning down 
the Woodhead Vonmission's Partition scheme. He addcd, that 
Mr. Shertok nad recently pointed out the rerarkable change in 
the attitude of Nuri Pasha, who appeared to be much more 
sympathetic towards the Jews and had displayed quite a 
different’~spirit in recent conversations. . 

Sir Ge. Gater thought it might be worth while examining 
more carefully wnether the Huleh Vailey area should not be 
left in Arab territory. He enquired hv long it was thought 
that the 45,000 Jewish wajority in the Jewish State would 
remain and how long the Jewish majority might predominate . 
Sir D. Harris yaplained that it had been conteplated 


een 4 2On reer’ .. 


throughout that a systen of communal representation in the 


i ecislative.modies 


(on) 
, 


yy, 


bodies of the new Jewish State would be essential, if only to rs 
prevent unnecessary immigration: oS ole.lyw for the purpose of | ee 
maintaining a Jewish majority, 18% of the Jewish population were ey 
occupying 85% of the Jewish land: in their propaganda the value 
or the agricultural Side of their activities had been greatly 
overdone. In fact, it took twice as much land to support a 
Jew aS it did an Arab. ~~ | Ls fsa, tS | 

oir G. Ge ired whether the frontiers had been 
drawn with the pursese of giving economic advantages to the Ee 
Jews. Sir D. Harris answered in the negative. the frontiers had/a 
more or less drawn themselves having regard to the position of the 
Jewish land, but in fact, the Jewish State included all the 
economic assets of importance, including all the Jewish citrus 
and a majority of the Arab citrus piantations. Sir G. Gater 
enquired whether, #n the assumption that the problem of Haifa 
might be left out of seccunt for the moment, and if the northern 
Salient were diminated fron the Jewish State, the Foreign Office 
would be much out of ‘line with our roitnt of view. | 
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Sir M Peterson said that he thought thet 
Orifice views might be made to fit in with the 
Colonial Office paper, but they were apprehensive of the proposal 
that the Arabs should be left without a purt and that  _ .. of 
Bubstantial blocks cf Arabs should be included in the Jewish State. 
He thought’ it would be possible to attach a !creign Uffice caveat 


at the end of the Colonial Office paper. In answer to an ~ "sam 
enquiry by Sir G. Gatev, Sir M. Peterson agreed to send the 
Colonial Office a copy of the Foreign Office “memorandum on the 
Palestine question and its relation to our Middle Easter policy, 
whiochihad now been approved by - Eden. Sir G. Gater enquired 
how nuch importance the Foreign Office attached to the Huleh 
Balient aspect of the question: would it. be vital? 

Sir M. Petergon said that it certainly greatly increased the 
daifficulttes because if it were persisted in, the Greater Syria 
project would becore a geographical necessity. a 
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Lord Moyne considered, however, that the Greater Syria 
scheme was not indispensable to the success‘of the Partition 
prosect because, after 411, Galilee could be included in a Greater 
ebanon. He suggested that the Partition scheme could be put 
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forward on the basis of one or other of the two alternatives, 
of a Greater Syria or a Galilee included in a Greater Lebanon, 
The inhabitants of Galilee would not be Likely to waject to 
either; they would certainly prefer to be included in 
Lebanon than left in a Jewish state, 


pin Ge Gater enquired whether the Foreign Uffice 


intended their general paper on the Palestine question, 
.) mn] 


in 
relation t Bast policy, to come forward separntely as 
plannede 


3 : ; * oe 
ro comments oa Partition of Palestine 
form a separate is | 


Sir ue Peterson agreed that Ff | vifice 
woulda be separate,amnd as regards secend noi 
it would be best to pr: E- a Ore Ten 
addendum to t; s 


Lord Moyne. bly short and would suggest 
the modifications necessary to decrease the Foreign Cffice 


difficulties. At Sir G. ex's request Sir M. reterson 
undertook to 


-T¥ice have copies of both these 
documents 
eB. Boyd. 
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(signed) ‘C.W. BAXTER. 
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